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PREFACE. 


Ti knowledge of Parliamentary Hiſtory is fo little 
diffuſed, and indeed fo little known, as to have induced 
the author to undertake an eſſay towards the introduction 
of it into the world. Influenced by no motives of vanity, 
ambition, or intereſt, he would have wiſhed the taſk to 
have been undertaken by ſome character of eminence in 
the political or literary circles, Conſcious of his own in- 
ability, a retirement fuitable to his diſpoſition has through 
life been his only aim: but profeſional engagements have 
led him to inveſtigations which procured the information 
he has now the honour to ſubmit to the public. A ſingle 


inſtance of a moſt important fact acquired in the progreſs 
of his labours will, he flatters himſelf, induce the reader 
to ſeek for others in the peruſal of this work, and to give 
| him credit for his aſſertion that his only motive in the pub- 
lication of it has been a deſire to extend the communica- 
tion of political knowledge on a ſubject the moſt impar- 
tant, but at preſent the leaſk underſtood. It is aſſerted by 
the moſt reſpectable legal authorities that repreſentative 
parliaments never exiſted in this country till the 49 of 
Henry the Third, But on an examination of the charters, 
EY Ws | cuſtumal, 
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T0 
cuſtumal, and records of the cinque ports, it will be dif. 
covered that parliaments exiſted in the eleventh year of 
that reign, and that a record of the return, and the names 
of the members for the ſeveral cinque ports, are ſtill in ex- 


Sſtence. Many other proofs of equal authority are brought 
forward in this work, to prove the exiſtence of parlia- 
ments at many antecedent periods, and, what is of more 
importance, that their duration was only for one ſeſſion, 
; and that the right of election was univerſally in the houſe. 
keepers, : : 


Theſe authorities the author bas carefully compiled; and 
he ſubmits them with deference to the impartial judgment 
of a candid public. | 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THE Bricth. Conſtitution (a term which has been 

accuſed of being deſtitute of a fixed meaning), and Par- 
ſiamentary Reform, have of late equally attracted the 
attention of all claſſes of ſociety. To give to the former 
its true fixed and original ſignification, and by that te 
regulate, in ſome meaſure, our ideas of the latter, would 
greatly tend to reconcile the diſcordant minds of all thoſe 
politicians whoſe real object is public good and public 
happineſs —an object comprehending every important end 
of reform, ſhort of univerſal ſuffrage, which even the 
adoption of this plan would not preclue. 


In modern Europe, no N no conflinnion, 
was ſo conſormable to the true principles of liberty as the 
Britiſh conſtitution in the time of our Saxon anceſtors: 
yet that period is equally lighted in the political diſ- 
cuſons of the moſt enlightened aſſemblies, and in the im- 
portant buſineſs of educating youth. Scarcely is the hiſ- 
toric page ſuffered to be opened by them previous to the 
time when England became a conquered province to a 
foreign deſpot: and the principles of ſubmiſſion glide into 
the youthful breaſt, together with the amor patriæ ſo na- 
tural in ſtudying the hiſtory of their own country. That 
part of our hiſtory which records the liberty of England, 
is ſcarcely noticed by our moſt voluminous writers. 


They have been no leſs deficient in the choice of the 
objeAs to which they have directed their principal atten- 
121 | tion. 
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tion. The brilliant exploits of ambition, or the ttifling 
antiquities of coins, have engaged their cloſeſt inveſtiga- 
tion, while the repreſentation of the people, on which 
the general happineſs almoſt entirely depended, has been 
paſſed over in ſilence, or very lightly mentioned. Its 
original ſtate in the period of liberty, the remnant of 
that liberty in the commune concilium which William I. 
found it too dangerous entirely to wrelt from the people, 
and the continuation of ſome parhamentary repreſenta. 
tion, have not been attempted to be traced by any hiſ- 
torian. Rapin, Hume, Smollet, even the elegant Dr. 
Henry, who has claſſed leſs important ſubjects into di- 
fin chapters, are almoſt equally deficient in theſe re- 
ſpects. In fine, the hiſtory of parliaments, which has a 
better Elaim to be called the true hiſtory of a country, 
than the mere biographical account of the vices of its 
Tulers, has been left a mighty chaſm, till , mankind, 
awakened to the true cauſes of their own miſery, are 
loudly calling for reform, and diſcover that their igno- 
rance of parliamentary hiſtory, that is, of the corporation 
impoſtures, whoſe bye-laws have robbed them of their 
feffrage in political affairs, has been the true cauſe of 
their being gradually deprived of their rights. They have 

| diſcovered the origin of the evil. Let us then endeavour 

| NE to apply a remedy, by a general diffuſion of that know- 

| | | ledge; which would have been a ſtronger bulwark to our 


liberties than all the ſpeeches ever uttered within the 
walls of * Stephen's Chapel. 
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ORIGINAL CONST ITUTION: 
— aries 


IN aſcertaining the prnſent ſtate of the repre- 
ſentation of the people in parliament, and 
pointing out its defects, it wilt become ne- 
ceſſary to take a ſhort view of What parlia⸗ 
ments have been, in'what manner and at what 
period they originated, and briefly to follow 
up the various changes that have taken place 
in their names, mode of conſtitution, and the 
ber they . es s nit ben 


* 
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It has been endeavoured by many writers 
on chis ſubject, to eſtabliſh the opinion that 


12 


a 
parliaments originated in the latter part of the 
reign of Henry the Third, and that boroughs 
were firſt ſummoned to ſend members in the 
time of Edward the Firſt. The lawyers have 
been particularly induſtrious in eſtabliſhing 
this error, many of them from their igno- 
rance of the earlier hiſtory of their country, 
but ſome with the evident deſign of throwing 
an impenetrable- cloud over the purity and 
ſimplicity of a more perfe& and leſs oy | 
cated ſyſtem than the preſent. 
One of the moſt enlightened, virtuous, and 
diſintereſted political writers of the preſent 
time, Mr. GRANVILLE SHARP, in his“ Legal 
Means of Political Reformation,” has de- 
monſtrated under incontrovertible authori- 
ties, that what are now ſtiled parliaments, 
had their exiſtence among the Britons.  Cz- 
s AR acknowledges it in his Commentaries, 
and Tacitus, Dion Cass1us, and others, 
have left ſufficient e of their free- 
dom. 


1 
dom. The learned Spelman ſays, „ the 
Britons: had their 5 commune concilium, or 
parliament, which they called 4yfr-y-then, 
from their laws being formed in that aſſem- 
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When Lucius ſent: to Pope Bleutberius for 
the Roman laws, the Pope, not ignorant of 
the Britiſh conſtitution, wrote him an anſwer 
to the following purport: Thou haſt almoſt 
every page of them in thy kingdom. From 
them, by the grace of God, by' the council of 
« thy kingdom, take the law; and by: that _ 
4er, rule = wad I; 


| Alita as it was tiled 
by the Romans, commune concilium, that choſe 
Caſſibelan the leader or general of the Britiſh 
army, which oppoſed the invaſion of the 
country by the Romans, It was the ſame aſ- 
ſembly, who, upon the evacuation of the Ro- 
mans, invited the Saxons to repel the incur- 
1 0s | 155 ſions 


64 
ſions of the Picts and Scots- And /as a-fars | 
ther evidence that the Britonis had riot on- 
ly political, but municipal laws, Bede ſays, 
© there were in Britain twenty=ight cities, . 
« formerly the moſt diſtinguiſhed, beſide iti 
% numerable caſtles that were defended by 
walls, towers, ports, and barred gates. 
| i 10% 80] 2111 Wa Na 969 
This authority demonſtrates, that the Bri - 
tons were not then an itinerant people, as 
ſome have imagined, wandering in tribes, 
without government, or ſettled habitation 
on the contrary they are thus proved to have | 
made ſuch conſiderable: progreſs in civilizaa- 
tion, as to have formed a government, efta- 
blimed communities, and to have fortifled 
_ themſelves by caſtles; like every other coun» 
try in which .civil ſocicty had been elta - 
Wo 
When Caſar landed, he found they had ſo 
far proceeded in forming a government, that 
Fan 39 . it 


( 5 y 
it was, like that of the Gauls, a republic, 
T hey were not ruled by.one king; for in Bri- 
tain there. were found ſeveral petty kings, or 
rather chiefs of the giſtricts oyer which they 
preſided: and Camden uſes this argument to 
prove the Britons 2 555 Gauls were the ſame 


Pecple. — ] oo Halls bag] 2d i 
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their power, were obliged, about the fourth 
century, to abandon Britain, in order to de- 
fend Italy; and the Saxons, a people of Ger- 
many, Were invited into Britain to repel the 
incurſions of the Scots and Picts. This war- 
like people ſoon routed the Scots; but being 
ſcanty of land in their oven country, owing to 
their great enereaſe in population, they gra- 
dually ſeized upon the lands of Britain, and 
made a ſeulemtat * for nene. 
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This hae nation, hi poſſeſing Sig 


ſelves of the lands, obtained the power of be- 
B 3 queathing 


(6) 

queathing them to their children; and this ap- 
propriation of them produced the feudal ſyf. 
tem (ſo called from fee, a reward, and cd, poſ.. 
ſeſſion), which enſlaved great part of Eu- 
rope. 92 900 5145 


The lands which had been wreſted from 
the former poſſeſſors, were ſometimes divided 
amongſt the conquerors by lot. This tenure 
was diſtinguiſhed by the name of alladial, 
compounded of the German particle an, and 
}t, fignifying land obtained by lot, and im- 
plied the independence of the poſſeſſor, ho 
held the intire property and dominion, with- 
out performing ſervice, or owning any ſubor- 
dination to a ſuperior lord. But as theſe new 
proprietors were expoſed to the reſentment 
and attacks of the ancient inhabitants, it be- 
came neceſſary for them tacitly to acquieſce 
in certain obligations for the protection of 
their own community; and every poſſeſſor of 
land under this tenure was compelled to arm 

ö in 
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. 
in the common cauſe, under che forfeiture of a 
— ee 


Such "wy the ſituation of the original ad- 
venturer, who had carved out his fortunes 
with his ſword: but the craft and policy of the 
leader ſoon eſtabliſhed a new deſcription of 
tenure, under the appellation of bengfeia, or 
benefices, The king, of leader of a tribe, 
whoſe wiſdom or valor had directed, or 
opened the road to conqueſt, was gratiſied 
with the largeſt portion of the property ac- 
quired. The land alloted to him he par- 
celled out to his adherents, binding them on 
whom it was beſtowed to bear arms in his 
defence, and to follow his ſtandard with a 
certain number of men. The example of 
the king was imitated by his chief officers, 
who diſtributed alſo portions of their lands 
amongſt their dependents, annexing to the 
grant the ſame conditions; and thus theſe be- 
nefices differed from the allodial lands, the 

15 n B 4 latter 
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community, while the former required him to 
arm in defence of the perſon from whom he 
received the grant; who permitted him to eu- 
joy it only on the tacit condition of ſervitude, 
ani WhO n "One It at * n 

| The proprigter of the alu! wala was 
diſtinguiſhed by the honourable appellation 
of liber homo, or frreman; and was oppoſed to 
the poſſeſſor of a benefice, or fief, who. was de- 
ſcribed by the ſervile denomjnation of vaſſus, 
or va: but this was not the only misfor 
tune under which this unhappy deſcription 
of ſlaves were doomed by their tyrants to ſuf · 
fer; the claim of military ſervice vas all the 
liber homo, or freeman, contributed, and all the 
Nate demanded. The impoſi tion of taxes, 
under the accumulated weight: of which 
modern governments are crumbling 10 duſt, 
he was -happily exempt from; that burden 


latter binding the poſſeſſor only to ſerye the 


was reſer ved for the miſerable race 'of waſfa/s. 
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or villains, The Gauls and Romans who 
were ſubjected by the ſword of the barbari- 
ans, were compelled to ſubmit to the ſame 
ſyſtem: and as the conqueror according to the 
maxims of ancient war became the maſter of 
the conquered, ſuch as he choſe to ſpare, 
were condemned, without the ſmalleſt regard 
to their former ſituation, to tend the cattle, 
and culti vate the lands of the victorious in- 
vaders. . The king, the clergy, and the lord, 
raiſed regular taxes on the bondmen or vil- 
lains; and to encreaſe the miſery of their me- 
lancholy lot, they were, equally with all other 
Haves, attached to the land, adſcripti villæ, 
whence they derived their name, and were 
transferable with it. 


- I'have found it neceſſary to be thus parti- 
eular in deſcribing the nature of the feudal 
Jyſtem, and pointing out the difference be- 
tween the poſſeſſors of allodial lands, and thoſe 
who held them in pillainage, becauſe it bas 
uit | been 
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been much diſputed what were the conſli- 
tuent parts of the commune concilium, or, as it 
now came to be called, the mckle gemot. All 
agree that it exiſted, and that all laws were 
made, and taxes impoſed, by the ſole authority 
of this great council or parliament: many re- 
cords of the Saxon times have been purpoſely 
deſtroyed to conceal this important fact; and 
Rapin has only produced the titles of a few 
charters whoſe authenticity he owns to be 
ſuſpicious : but Mr. Granville Sharp, Doctor 
Wilkins, and others, have brought to light 


various Saxon laws of unqueſtionable autho- 


rity, which demonſtrate that every freeman was 
at liberty to attend, and had a voice in this 
common council or parliament of. the nation. 


This was the ſtate of the mickle gemot dur- 


ing the Saxon heptarchy, while England was 


divided into ſeven kingdoms; and it continued 
ſo until the time of Alfred the Great, when 
the ſeven kingdoms being united, that truly 
fra] llu{- 


Sea — var emp 


(i 
illuſtrious prince found it impoſſible to aſſem- 
ble the people in perſon, and therefore did it 
by repreſentation—a ſyſtem which the great 
DocToR FRANKLIN deſcribes to be the mo 
wiſe and juſt, when the people are fairly and 
_ equally repreſented, that ever was or can be 
deviſed, uniting all the advantages of an ariſ- 


tocracy with the purity, energy, and freedom 
of a democracy. 


From this æra we proceed under the advan- 
tage of authorities the moſt poſitive and au- 
thentic. Mr. Lambard, in his explication of 
words prefixed to his Archaionomiag informs us 
that the diviſion of the country into Hundreds 
and tythings was ordained by the virtuous and 
patriotie Alfred. Theſe tythings' were the 
primary aſſemblies of the people, and con- 
ſiſted of ten houſe-keepers, in the Saxon lan- 
guage bor ſebolders, from which. are corrupted 
the preſent terms, burgeſt, and burgage-bo ders, 
diſtinctions under which individuals claim an 


excluſive 
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excluſive right of voting for members of par- 
liament at the preſent day, in corporate and 
burgage-temure boroughs... 


Mr. GRANVILLE SBARP; in his view of 
Frankpledge, proves, as does Whelock, and 
the Rev, DoQor David Wilkins, who printed 
an edition of the Saxon Laws in 172 T, that 
this diviſion of the country into tythings and 

hundred exiſted in the time of the Britons, 
and that king Arthur found and enforced this 
law. Mr. Sharp has produced ample evi- 
dence to prove that the diviſions of hundreds 
and 7ythings, CENTURLE and DECURLEA, - 
were in uſe with the Roman colomes in Bri- 
tain, both in their civil and, military govern» 
ment; and that the Britons; were incorpo» 
rated in theſe diviſions. We allo learn from 
the copy of the laws of Edward the Confeſſor, 
that „what is now called a eounty was for- 
* merly with the Britons, in the tithes of the 
Romans in this kingdom of Britain, called 
1 242 ; © con 
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* confulatus, And "thoſe who are now called 
ti oicecomites (or ſhetiffs), were then called 
ee vice-conſules, and he that was called vice- 
6 conſul, was the perſon who, in the ab- 
« ſence of the conſul, ſupplied his place in 
« the law and in the court.” 


Theſe Ae or boroughs, for we find 
them frequently denominated boroughs and 
decennaties, elected annually their chief of- 
ficer, who was called Tythingman where 
the aſſembly of ten was called a tything, 
Headborough where it was denominated a 
borough, and Deacon where it was called a 
decennary, except in Y orkſhire where he is 
ſtiled Tenmantale. Theſe, according to the 
Saxon laws collected by king Edward the 
Confeſſor, «tried cauſes among the villages 
and neighbours, and according to convic- 
« tion, took ſatisfaction, and ſettled agree- 
ments, concerning paſtures, meadows, and 
** harveſts; as alſo litigations between neigh- 


- % 25 bours, 


r 
& bours, and innumetable ſuch like diſputes, 
4 which infeſt the weakneſs of human nature, 
% and continually annoy it.“ 


Ten of theſe tythings or boroughs formed 
the hundred, who elected annually their chief 
officer, called Centurion or Conſtable of the hun- 
dred, who held a court ſuperior to the tything 
court, from whence appeals lay to the hun- 
dred, as. Edward's laws - expreſs —** When 
“ cauſes of more importance occurred, they 
« were referred to their ſuperior juſticiaries, 
6 whom the wiſe men (ſo the v n, gemot ot 
e parliament was called) had appointed over 
* them, that is, over ten deacons, (heads of 
*« tythings) whom we call centurions or cen- 
te tenarii (conſtables. of hundreds) becauſe 


they had juriſdiction over an hundred free- 
men, | 


\ 


The tything courts were held every week, 
the court of the hundred every three weeks. 
* This 


En) 
This higher court had a compleat eſtabliſh- 
ment within itſelf. A conſtable of the hun- 
dred, and ten aſſiſtants in the ten tythingmen 
or headboroughs, who formed the grand in- 
queſt or jury; and the petty jury of twelve, 
who were to try and determine, were ſelected 


from the remaining freemen of the hun- 
dred. 


In theſe diviſions of the people, peace and 
right were maintained, and differences among 
neighbours adjuſted, witlout expence, whereby 
tedious and vexatious law ſuits were happily 
avoided. What is now called the ſheriff's 
court, was formerly this court of the hun- 
dred. Sir Edward Coke obſerves © that in 
„ thoſe days the ſheriff did hold his tourn 
„ per hundreda *.“ 


. So far the diviſions of the people were nu- 
merical. The counties and their ſub-divi- 


of 


dee Mag. Chart. cap. 35. 1 
| » JIONS. 
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fions appear, as at this time, to have been ter- 
ritorial. Yorkſhire was ſub-divided into try- 
things now corruptly called ridings, Suffex in- 


to rapes, and Kent into lathes. I he hundreds 


formed the conſtituent part of theſe territorial 
diviſions, in the ſame manner as the tythings 
formed the conſtituent parts of the hun- 
dreds. ä 0 


The ancient mode of dividing great cities 
was by wards, each of which was governed 


by an ealderman, an officer of great autho- 


rity among the Anglo-Saxons, having all 


the powers of our modern juſtices of the 


peace; and what is of more importance, he 
was always elected by the houſe-holders of 
the ward over which he preſided. N 


This ancient mode of diviſion by no means 
interfered with the leſſer diviſions of hun- 


dreds and tythings; ſo far from it, that the 


ane of the wards is not compleat - 
without 


(#7 ) 
without them. The lord mayor's precept to 
the alderman, to this day, to hold courts of 


frankpledge, prove they were not without the 


regular diviſions of tythings to give them ef- 


The average rate of common-council-men 
to the houfe- holders is at preſent about one 


to ninety: and as the city was in ancient times 


more populous, and the houſes ſmaller for 
each family, when men were reſtrained by 
law from building in the environs of the 
city, it is probable that the true proportion 
of houſe-keepers to elect one common-coun= 
cil-man ſhould be one hundred, ſo that the 
common-council has formetly to appearance 


been an aſſembly of centurlons or high con- 


ſtabley of the hundred, 


This i is the more pfobabl e, as every county 
in the time of the Anglo-Saxons was go- 


verned by their en choſen by the 


C | houſe - 
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houſe-holders who compoſed the- reſpe&ive 
tythings and hundreds, who had alſo the 
Centurions or Conſtables of the hundreds to 
aſſiſt him in the adminiſtration of juſtice, in 
the county court, and in the government of 
his diſtrict. The Gerefa or Sheriff was alſo 
choſen by the houſe-holders of the county, as 
a deputy or aſſiſtant to the Ealdorman. This 
office of Ealdorman was afterwards changed 
to Comes, and the Gerefa to that of Vice- 


comes, from whence the preſent courtly titles 
of Earl or Count, and Viſcount, derived their 


Origin. 


It has already been aſcertained that the 
mickle-gemot, which ſignifies great council, 
was conſtituted by the aſſembly of all the 
freemen of the kingdom, that is, all the 
houſe-holders compoling the various hun- 
dreds in the country: but to put this beyond 
the poſſibility of a doubt, I ſhall produce a 
few of the preambles of thoſe laws. from 

| Doctor 
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Doctor Wilkins, literally tranſlated, to prove 
it. © Wiktred, king of Canterbury, in the 
c fifth year of his reigu, and the ſixth day of 
« Auguſt, in a place called Berghamſtyde, 
0 gathered the principal people to council; 
＋ there was Berhtwald, archbiſhop of Britain, 
>  Hrofes, A biſhop, and all, the clergy : with the 
" herdſman folk, where the chiefs and the con- 
t© gregation eſtabliſhed theſe laws.” 7 5 


C FO L God's 210 Ty of he Weſt Sax- 
ons, with che council of Cenrede my father, 
4 Heddes my biſhop, and all my ealdormet, 
and the oldeſt and wiſeſt of my people, and 
** many of, the ſociety of God's people, was 
60 conſulting for the health of our ſouls, and 
t the ſtability of our kingdom; and right laws 
„there our fall abi ſhed.” 


* we ws. 3 


This is the compact that king Alfred, 
and king Gythran, and all the wiſe men of 


l a England, and the people Which abide in RI 
C 2 0 Anglia, 
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ic Anglia, all gathered Pe with att t'onth 
confirmed.“ 


Such was the conſtitution of the mickle 
gemot or great council during the Saxon 
Heptarchy ; and ſuch it continued until Al- 
fred the Great ordained the aſſembling or the 


people by repreſentation. 


From the time of their meeting by repre- 


ſentatives, the term of witena gemot (council 


of wiſemen) inſtead of mickle gemot (great coun- 
cil) ſeems to have been uſed in all laws, as 


more applicable to the aſſembly of a ſelect 


number of repreſentatives, and alſo to diſtin- 
guiſh it from the mickle gemot which was 


ftill aſſembled upon very great and urgent 


occaſions, 


In this ſtate of freedom the laws were {o 
pure, and the adminiſtration of them ſo juſt, 
that 


6219 

that we cannot reply better to the advocates 
of oppreſſion and corruption „Who are always 
comparing a flate of liberty to a ſtate of an- 
archy, than by giving the following deſcrip- 
tion of thoſe times from the Chronicon of John 
Brompton. Although laws in times of war 
« are ſilent, yet king Alfred, in the midſt of 
« the claſhing of arms, made laws and inſti- 
« tuted the centuries, which they call hun- 
t dreds, and the decennaries, which they call 
« tythings; maintained peace amongſt his 
te own ſubjects, and chaſtiſed robbers in ſuch 
« ſort, that he commanded golden bracelets to 
* be hung up in the roads divided into four 
tc ways, which might brave the avidity of 
«* paſſengers, whilſt there was none who durſt 
* ſnatch them away.” And Speed alſo tells us 
from William of Malmeſbury, that * His 
„kingdom he likewiſe divided into ſhires, 
* hundreds, and tythings, for the better or- 
* dering and adminiſtering of juſtice, and for 
* the abangoniog of thieves, which had for- 
. e merly 


( 22 ) 

te merly intreafed by the means of Jong Warresy 
60 whereby, notwithſtanding the multitude of 
* ſoldiers continually imployed, it is report- 
* ed that a virgin might travaile alone in his 
% days, through all his dominions, without 
any violence offered; and that bracelets of 
„ gold were hanged in the high-waies, and 
* no man fo hardy as to take them away.” 
This popular form of government exiſted 
until the conqueſt of the Norman tyrant, as 
appears by the preamble to the ſeveral 
Saxon laws. #.1 Alfred the king gathered 
** together, and commanded to he written 


many laws of our forefathers, which pleaf- 
„ ed me: And many of them which pleaſed 
© me not, 1 rejected, f * witena ger 
mat. et | g 


- . * * * * - 
3 | : « # 


* T Athelſton the king, with a council of 


„ Wulfhelm archbiſhop, and alſa my other 
10 19 0 With the Gerefa' 2 of Byrigs, &c.” 
See 


/ 


( 3 ) 
See Spelman's Life of mo, Page 1 $5 and 
UT | an £4 1 D 


W 2 the FRY it appears that a 
council of repreſentatives. of the people, or 
parliament, was choſen and held. A par- 
© liament was elected and called together in 
the fourth year of William the Firſt, and the 
* manner of the repreſentation was remark- 
able. Twelve repreſentatiues quere elected in 
*© each county in the whole kingdom, and 
« were: {worn before the king, that they 
« would, to the beſt of their power, without 
a departing either to the right or to the left 
from the path of truth, declare their laws 
and cuſtoms, nothing omitting, -nothing 
“adding, nothing changing by wem 
G: 0 10 NeiGeers; 6.351 
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It is trees Wen that 2 ex- 
iſted from the earlieſt per ĩods of which we 
haye any knowledge,;and that the conſent of 
5 C 4 
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his own uſe, divided according to the feu- 


640 
the people was always neceſſary to the enact. 


ing of laws. It is nevertheleſs certain, that 
very eſſential changes took place after the 
conqueſt; When a banditti of Norman free- 
booters had ſeized the lands, they found it 
neceſſary, for their own preſervation, to eſta- 
bliſh the feudal ſyſtem in the utmoſt ſeve- 


rity of its oppreſſion. The Saxon conſtitu- 


tion and the liberties of the people were then. 
annihilated; and a council of landed proprie- 
tors, or feudal barons, was ſubſtituted for the 
2itena gemet, or repreſentation of the people. 


The Norman conqueror at firſt, by fair pro- 
miſes to preſerve the old conſtitution, prevail- 
ed on the people to acknowledge him as king: 
he had however no ſooner eſtabliſhed bimfelf 
in that office, than, like the ſtork in the fable, 
he began to devour thoſe who had the weak- 
neſs to accept him for a maſter. He diſpoſ- 
ſefled them of their lands, which he ſeized for 


dal 
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dal cuſtom, into ſixty thouſand two hundred 
and fifteen knights fees, and diſttibuted ſuch: 
of thoſe lands as he did not reſerve for himſelf, 
amongſt his Norman followers. 


Theſe were the firſt fruits of a government 
eſtabliſhed by a king in contempt of the people: 
and it will not be eaſily believed that a king 
who would make ſo free with the property 
of his ſubjects would be very tenacious of 
their liberties. Indeed, had he really intended 
to-preſerve the ancient conſtitution, it was not 
in his power : for the body of the people be- 
ing ſtill Eng'iſh, had they been permitted to 
elet their own magi rates and repreſcnta- 
tives as before, they would have choſen Eng- 
liſhmenz conſequently the Normans would 
have loſt their power. He therefore directed 
that the Norman proprietors, who were then 
called Barons, ſhould compoſe the national 
council, and likewiſe officiate as magiſtrates 
upon their eſtates, with abſolute power over 

their 
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their vaſſals : thus eſtabliſhing the feudal 0 


tem in 88 its tyranny. "hes 


From this pure? to the forty-ninth of 
Henry the Third, the feudal barons exerciſed 
with unlimited oppreſſion the whole legiſla- 
tive power. The wrtena gemot was no more 
heard of. The biſhops and nobility, for this 
was the diſtinction of the landed proprietors; 
or feudal barons, aſſumed the power of mak- 
ing laws and levying taxes. The democracy 
of England was completely overthrown, and 
an arbitrary ariſtocracy erected on its ruins, 

Nobility at this time was attached to the 
poſſeſſion of certain property, as Arundel 
Caftle at this day gives tlie title of Eatl to its 


poſſeſſor the Duke of Norfolk: a patetit nobi- 


lity created on parchment was then unknown. 
The firſt nobleman ever ereated by patent 
was Beauchamp, Baron of Kidderminſter, 
made by Edward the Firſt: Matilda, daughter 


( 27 ) 
of Henry the Firſt converted the office of cal; 
dorman of a county into an earldom: Edward 
the Third created the firſt duke, and Richard 
the Second, the firſt marquis and viſcount. . 


From this overthrow of the Saxon conſti- 
tution, to the reign of Henry the Third, the 
only conteſt was between this new. fangled 
ariſtocracy and the crown, for the unlimited 
exerciſe of power. The moſt bloody con- 
flicts ended in the alternate ſucceſs of each 
party; the people had no other concern in 
them, but that of being compelled; to ſhed 
their blood in the quarrel of thoſe whoſe ſlaves 
they had the misfortune to call themſelves. 
This king, to oppreſs his ſuhjects more ſafely, 
gave moſt places of truſt and profit to foreign- 
ers, and brought in an army of Flemings and 
French to dragaon them. The barons were 
ſtill : more aggrieved. than. the people: this 
uſually excites the zeal of great men; if their 
own intereſt 1s | not eoneerned, | in vain will it 


be | 


(W877 

| | be expedited that the nobles will expoſe their 
lives and fortunes in defence of an injured 
bk — 


The Barons compelled him to ſign an agree. 
ment, ſurrendering the kingly power to twenty. 
four barons, of whom he ſhould chooſe twelve, 


The king made ſeveral attempts to regain 
his authority: but after the battle of Lewes, 
in which the king's party was totally defeat- 
ed, they were obliged to call a parliament; and 
to give it a greater air of authority, they made 
the king ſign an order to ſummon four 
knights to repreſent each county, and four 
for the cities of London, Vork, and Lincoln, 
making in the whole one hundred and fivty- 
fix members x. Theſe repreſentatives” were 
choſen by univerſal ſuffrage of the houſechol- 
ders; - and the county re preſentatives continued 


* Cheſter and Dorham had then parliaments of of their own, 


As | 75 * 
and Monmouth was incorporated with Wales. 


| 


1 


to be elected in that conſtitutional mode until 
the eighth year of Henry the Sixth. 


This parliament was ſimilar, in every thing 
but the number, to that ſummoned and aſ- 
ſembled in the fourth year of William the 
Firſt; the number of repreſentatives in 
William's parliament being twelve for each 
county, in this only four. 


At this period parliaments obtained their re- 
eſtabliſhment, though their conſtituent parts 
underwent the moſt material and humiliating 
alterations in this, as well as in every ſucceſhve 
reign until the revolution. Edward the Firſt 
ſummoned only te members for each county 
inſtead of four : the city of London alone was | 
permitted to retain that privilege. In the 
twenty-third year of his reign he pretended to 
reſtore the Saxon conſtitution ; but inſtead of 
ſummoning the bundreds and tythings in full 
county court, to elect a number of repreſen- 


tatives 
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| tatives proportionate to the number of electors 


1 in each county, as had formerly been the cuſ- 
| tom, he only cauſed writs to be iſfued to the 
following 4oroughs and citie.— To Bedford, in 
Bedfordſhire, Reading, in Berkſhire, Ely and 
Cambridge, in Cambridgeſhire, Launceflon, 
Leſtard, Truro, Leftwithiel, Bodmyn, and Hel- 
ftone, in Cornwall, Egremont, Cockerthouth, and 
Carliſle, in Cumberland, Derly, in Derby- 
ſhire, Torrington, Totneſs, Bariftaple, Plymp- 
ton, Taviſtock, and Egeter, in Devonſhire, 
Blandford, Wimborne, Dorebeſter Lyme-Re- 
gis and Shafteſbury, in Dorſetſhire, Colcheſ- 
ter, in Eſſex, Gloſter, in Gloſſerſhire, Alre/- 
ford, Alton, Baſing flcke, Overton, Andover, 
Newport, Yarmouth, Portsmouth, 8 outhamfton, 
and J incheſter, in Hampſhire, Brom ard, Led- 
bury, Roſs, Weobly, Leominſter, and Hereford; 
in Herefordſhire, Hertford, in Hertfordſhire, 
Huntingdon, in Huntingdonſhire, 7 unbridges 
Rechefter, and Canterbury, in Kent, Preſton, 
Liverpool, Wi gan, and Lancaſter, in Lanca- 


|| ' ſhire, 
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ſhire, Leiceſer, in Leiceſterſhire, Grimſby atid 
Stamford, in Lincoltiſhire; (Lincoln had ſent 
members as a county fince the 49th of Henry | 
the Third, London the ſame) Yarmouth, 
Lynn-Regis, and Norwich, in Notfolk, North- 
ampton, in Northamptonſhire, Nottzngham, + 
in Nottinghamſhire, O#ford, in Oxfordſhire, 
Bridgenorth and Shrewſbury, in Salop, Ox- . 
bridge, llehefter, Bridgewater, Taunton, Wells, 
Bath, and Briſol, in Somerſetſhire, Stafford, 
in Staffordſnire, Onford, Dunuich, and Ip/- 
wich, in Suffolk, Guildford, Ryegate, Bletch- 
ingley, and Southwark, in Surrey, Arundel, 
Bramber, Shoreham, Lewes, Horſham, and Chi- 
cheſter, in Suſſex, Warwick, and Coventry, in 
Warwickſhire, Applely in Weſtmoreland, Brad- 
ford, Mere, Murlborougb, Old Sarum, Lugger- 
ſhall, Great Beduin, Crick/ade, Malmeſbury, 
Chippenham, Devizes, Caine, Downton, Wilton, 
and Saliſbury, in Wiltſhire, Bromſgrove, Dud- 
ley, Kidderminſter, Perſpore, Eveſham, Droit- 
wich, and Worceſter, in Worceſterſhire, Don- 


coſt ry 
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eaſter, Ferval, Pickering, Tickhill, Pontefratt, 
Beverley, Thirſk, Malton, Heydon, Rippon, 
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and Scarborough, in Yorkſhire, (York ſent 
members as a county ſince the 49th of Henry 
the Third, like London and Lincoln.) 


The repreſentatives of the aforemention- 
ed towns conſtituted the parliament of the 
twenty-tbird of Edward the Firſt, and was the 
firſt parital repreſentation of the people: as a proof 
of which we find the town of St. Albans, in 
the ſucceeding reign, petitioning to ſend re- 
preſentatives as they had done in the time of 
Edward the Confeſſor, and his progenitors. 


The right of eleQing members was then 
in every houſe · holder in each diſtrict. The 
diſtinction of free-holders, and their exclus 


ſive right of voting, was enacted by ſtatute the 


eighth of Henry the Sixth: and the claim of 
corporations to excluſive rights, or any rights 
at all, in cities and en, was, totally un- 

7 known. 


1 

known. The firſt parliamentary charter 
granted to a borough, was that of Wenlock, 
in the reign of Edward the Fourth; theſe 
excluſive diſtinctions being equally an in- 
nnn on the conſtitution. 

Edward in the Aan part of his reign 
ſummoned thirty=eight other boroughs, and 
the city of Litchfield, which had been omit- 
ted in his firſt ſummons: he alſo omitted Tre- 
gony, Which was afterwards reſtored by Eli- 
zabeth; Egremont, which has never been re- 
ſtored; Crediton, South Moulton, Lideford 
and Modbury, which he ſummoned. in one 
year and omitted in another. He alſo diſcon- 


tinued Al-esford” and Pareham, which have 


not been reſtored ; Yarmouth and Newport in 
Hampſhire, which were reſtored by Elizabeth; 
Petersfield, which was reſtored by Edward 
the Fourth; Bromyard, Ledbury, and Roſs, 
never reſtored ; Wigan, and Liverpool, re- 
ſtored by Edward the Sixth; Bamberg and 


Corbrig, never reſtored ; Burford, Chipping 


D Norton, 


1 
Norton, and Doddington; never reſtored; 
Woodſtock reſtored by Mary the Firſt; Lang- 
port, Montacute, Watchet, and Were, never 
reſtored ; Milborne Port, reſtored by. Charles 
the Firſt ; Coventry, reſtored by Edward the 
Second; Bradford, never reſtored ; Old Sarum, 
reſtored by Edward the Third; Bromſgrove, 
Dudley, Kidderminſter, and Perſhore, never 
reſtored ; Eveiham, reſtored by James the 
Firſt ; Doncaſter, Jerval, Pickering, and 
Tickhill, never reſtored ; Hull and Rippon, 
reſtored by Edward the Second, Rippon was 
again diſcontinued by Edward the Second, 
and reſtoged by Edward the Fourth ; Hey- 
don, omitted by Edward the Firſt, reſtored 
by Edward the Fourth; Northallerton, re- 
ſtored by Charles the Second; Pontefract, 
reſtored by James the Firſt ; Seaford, ſum- 
moaned, and afterwards diſcontinued by Ed- 
ward the Firſt, the ſame by Edward the Se- 
cond, Richard the Second, and Henry the 
Fourth, and finally reſtored by Charles the 
Firſt. | 895 
From 


6 
From this period, boroughs appear to have 
depended on the will of the king, and not un- 
frequently on that of the ſheriff, for the right 
of electing members. Summonſes were ſent 
to ſuch places as were likely to return repre- 


ſentatives | favourable to the views of the 


court; and bmitted to be ſent to ſuch as did 
not promiſe to be 16 obſequious: From the 
twenty-third of Edward the Firſt, to the time 
of James the Second, great alterations were 
made in the ſtate of the repreſentation; In 
every reign extept thoſe of Edward the Fifth 
and Richard the Third, boroughs were made 
and unmade with as little difficulty as lords 
of the bed-chamber. 


Edward the Second, not finding this bo- - 
rough ſyſtem exactly to his mind, added fix- 
teen new ones to thoſe which had been ſum- 
moned by his predeceſſor; diſcontinued ten- 
{y-fix, and reſtored ſeven that had been omit- 
ted in the late reign, 


8 Edward 


J 
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Edward the Third ſummoned twenty-eight 
boroughs, reſtored five, and diſcontinued forty- 
one. | 


Richard the Second ſummoned no addi. 
tional borough, but diſcontinued five, ome of 
which he reſtored, together with four of thoſe 
which had been omitted in the two former 
reigns. | 


Henry the Fourth added none, but diſcon- 
tinued three, and reſtored the ſame number. 

Henry the Fifth ſummoned no new bo- 
rough, nor diſcontinued any of thoſe which 
had ſent members in the late reign, but re- 
ſtored three that had been omitted in former 
reigns. . Pe 7 


Henry the Sixth ſummoned one new bo- 
rough, diſcontinued one, reſtored ſeven. 


Edward the Fourth created three new bo- 
| roughs 


1880 
roughs (this was the firſt inſtance of boroughs 
being eſtabliſhed by charter), diſcontinued 
fifteen, reſtored three. 


Edward the Fifth. The ſhort and minor 
reign of this young prince afforded no time 
for the arrangement of boroughs. 


Richard the Third. No inſtance of the 
management of boroughs in this reign. 


Henry the Seventh created zone, diſcon- 
tiaued none, reſtored: one. 


Henry the Eighth did not conform to the 
precedents of his predeceſſors, Edward the 
Firſt and the fix: ſucceeding kings, of en- 
larging the number of boroughs by writs of 
ſummons; nor did be adopt the more recent 
one of Edward the Fourth and his ſucceſſors, 
of creating boroughs by charter; but in the 
twenty-leventh year of this reign, Wales was 
empowered to ſend twelve knights for the 

D 3 twelve 
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twelve counties in that principality; and forty 
of the Welch boroughs were emprivileged to 
elect /welve burgeſſes, by act of parhament ; 
the very mode by which the advocates of 
reform have recommended a renovation or 

at leaſt an amelioration of the preſent corrupt 
ſyſtem, and which the enemies of that mea- 
ſure affect to deprecate as an innovation. The 
eounty and city of Cheſter, which had for- 
merly been governed by a palatinate parka» 
ment, were alſo admitted to ſend two members 
each, by another act of parliament paſſed in 
the thirty-fourth year of this reign. We 
have alſo inſtances of ſimilar innovations in 
later reigns; but not one off the dangerous con- 
ſequences has ever followed, which we are 
perſuaded to believe will be the reſult of a par- 
liamentary reformation. Monmouth county 
and town alſo firſt ſent members in this 
reign, as did Calais in France, which was 
then in the poſſeſſion of the crown of Eng- 
land. Henry omitted none, which had been 
fummoned in the preceding reigns, but re- 

a „ 
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ſtored four large towns which had been diſ- 


continued, 


Edward the Sixth added the right of re- 
preſentation to thirteen cities and boroughs, 
amongſt which was the city of Weſtminſter, 
which had been overlooked till this innova- 
tion took place. He diſcontinued none, but 
reſtored twenty: four, making in the whole an 
addition of ninety-erght members to the houſe of 


commons, without the country experiencing 


any of thoſe dangers which certain perſons 
affect to apprehend. . 


Mary added the ſame right to eleven bo- 
roughs, diſcontinued three, reſtored three 


_ Elizabeth created ? wenty-one, diſconti nued 
none, reſtored nine. | 


James the Firſt added two members for 
each of the univerſities, and chartered four 
D 4 new 
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new boroughs, diſcontinued none, reſtored 
eight, 


Charles the Firſt created none, diſcontinued 
none, reſtored eigbt. 


Charles the Second created one borough by 
charter, and added two members for the 
county, and tue for the city of Durham, by 
act of parliament, in the twenty-fifth year of 
his reign, He diſcontinued none, reſtored t cu. 


Thus the ſtate of the repreſentation of the 
people has been ſuffering innovations and al- 
terations from the forty. ninth year of Henry 
the Third, till the death of Charles the Second, 
including a period of four centuries : and now, 
ſince ſome boroughs. are totally annihilated 
in every thing but the name, and the major 
part of them reduced to a few houſes or cot- 


tages, and become the property of individuals, 
we are told it is never to be altered. Can 
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there he more injuſtice in taking the right of 
eleting members from a borough that has 
not a houſe, or a ſiagle inhabitant to exerciſe 
that right, than in depriving the moſt popu- 
lous towns of any repreſentation at all? or 
can there be more danger in reſtoring the 
whole people to their juſt rights, than there 
is in with-holding them? I ſhall leave it to 
the ingenuity of the enemies of reform to-re- 
ſolve theſe queſtions. 


If the excluſive right of a few boroughs to 
chooſe the repreſentatives for the whole peo- 
ple of Great Britain can be defended upon 
any principle, that part of them which has 
been omitted to be ſummoned in different 
reigns, and have not yet been reſtored, are at 
leaſt entitled to their ſhare in that excluſive 
right. If the argument of once a borough, 
** always a borough, is to be perſevered in, 
there are no leſs than ſeventy of that deſcrip- 
tion which have been diſcontinued at different 
periods ſince the commencement of the ex- 
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clufire ſyſtem, and have not ſo far got inta 
favour in any of the reſtoring reigns as to 
get back their ſhare of this right. Mancheſter 
and Leeds would then have an equal right 
with Midhurſt and Old Sarum, which have 
neither houſes nor inhabitants; and the op- 


ponents of equal repreſentation would have 
the ſatisfaction of knowing that their own 
ſyſtem, as far as it goes, had the merit of be- 
ing compleat. App 999% 


The following are the boroughs and towns 


which have ſent members to parliament at 


different periods, ſince excluſive fummonſes 
were firſt iſſued in the twenty- third year of 
Edward the Firſt, and are now CTY of 
that privilege: | 


Dunſtable, in Bedfordſhire Newbury, in 
Berkſhire; Ely and Wiſbeach, in Cambridge- 
ſhire; Poluron, in Cornwall; Egremont, in 


| Cumberland; Bradneſham, Crediton, Ex- 


mouth, Fremington, Liddeford, Modbury, 
South- 


( 43 ) 

South-Moulton, Teignmouth, and Torring- 
ton, in Devonſhire; Blandford, Bere-Regis, 
Milton, Sherborne, and Winborne in-Dorſet- 
ſhire ; Chelmsford, in Eſſex; Alresford, Al- 
ton, Baſingſtoke, Fareham, Odiham, and 
Overton, in Hampſhire; Bromyard, Ledbury, 
and Roſs in Herefordſhire; Berkhemſted, and 
Storteford, in Hertfordſhire; Greenwich, and 
Tunbridge, in Kent; Mancheſter, in Lan- 
caſhirez Melton-Mowbray, in Leiceſterſhire; 
Spalding, and Wainfleet, in Lincolnſhire; 
Bamberg, and Corbrig, in Northumberland ; 
Burford, Chipping-· Norton, Doddington, and 
Witney, m Oxfordſhire; Axbridge, Chard, 
Dunfter, Glaſtonbury, Langport, Mentacute, 
Stoke-Curſy, Watchet, and Were, in So- 
merſetſhire; Farnham, and Kingſton-upon- 
Thames, in Surrey; Bradford, Mere, and 
Highworth, in Wiltſhire; Bromſgrove, Dud- 
jey, Kidderminſter, and Perſhore, in Worceſ- 
terſhire; Doncaſter, Jerval, Pickering, Ra- 
venſer, Tickhill, Halifax, Leeds, and Whitby, 
in Vorkſhire. . 0 
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The exiſtence of parliaments from the 
earlieſt times being thus eſtabliſhed upon in- 
conteſtable authorities, it is of equal impor- 
tance to enquire how they were conſtituted, 


and likewiſe to aſcertain what was the time 
of their duration. I ſhall therefore endeavour 


io ſhew from authorities of no leſs reſpeQtabi- 


„ 1% 2 


lity than the records of parliament, and the 
ſtatutes at large, that e rigbt of electian was 
univerſal, and that the duration of nn. | 


was only for ane ſeſion. 


Mr. Prynne difcovered amongſt the re- 
cords in the Tower, and publiſhed in his 
„ Brevia Parliamentaria Rediviva, printed 
in 1662, and dedicated to King Charles the 
Second, copies of moſt of the original writs 
to the ſheriffs, which were iſſued annyally for 
the election of a new. parliament, and in all 
of which the ſheriff is commanded. to call to- 
gether the whole community of his gounty, in 
the county court of the ſhire, an the ſamę day. 
and there to elect two knights for the ſhire, 

', two 
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two citizens for each city, and two burgeſſes 
for each borough. Theſe prove that the 
members for a city were not choſen by a cor- 
poration of ezghteen ſelf-appointed-individuals, 
as is now the caſe at Bath, nor by a proprie- 
tor of 'y/ borough; is is now the practice at 
Midhurſt, Old Sarum, and many others; nor 
were the county members elected by the free- 
holders alone, but all were choſen by the 
ao hel community, in county court aſſembled. 
To put this important fact beyond the poſſi- 
bility of cavil and doubt, I ſhall tranſcribe 
two writs of Henry che Fourth, and Henry 
the Fifth; to confirm the right that the people 
had to wnierſal ſuffrage. 


Kent. In the twelvth year of Henry the 


Fourth.  Indent. for the knights of Kent.” 


© This indenture made at Canterbury, on 
60 Monday the next before the feaſt. of the 
<* Apoſtles Simon and Jude, next following 
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« after the reteipt of the writ of the lord the 
„King, annexed to this indenture. Be- 
* tween John Darrell, ſheriff of the ſaid 
county, and Robert Clifford, Valentine 
e Baret, John Broke; James Dingley, Tho- 
„% mas Lane, William Lans, &c. who, to 


* chooſe knights and citizens for the par- 
* liament of tlie lord the King; to be holden 
te at · Weſtminſter on the morrow of All Souls, 
that next ſhall be, were impowered by vir- 
tue of the writ of the ſame lord the King, in 
* this behalf, addreſſed to the ſame ſheriff, BY 
„THE ASSENT OF ALL THAT COUN- 
„TV, have choſen Reginald Pympe, and 
& William Notebem, knights for the COM- 
e MUNITY of the aforeſaid county; Wil- 
„% ham Hickman, and William Roe, citizens 
„ for the COMMUNITY of the city of 
« Canterbury, Roger Langford, and John 
« Everard, citizens for the COMMUNITY 
« of the city of Rocheſter. In witneſs where: 
1 of, as well the aforeſaid ſheriff, as the afore+ 

3 te ſaid 


\ 


„ 
1% {aid Robert Valentine, &c. have alternately 
«« affixed their ſeals the day and year above 
mentioned.“ | 


Canterbury and Rocheſter were the only 
two places in Kent, which, with the county, 
were then ſummoned to ſend members; and 
the election of the repreſentatives of all three 
was made by THE WHOLE COMMU- 


NITY of the county, in county court aſ- 
ſembled. | 


The following is the copy of a writ iſſued 
for the county of Wilts in the ſucceeding reign 
of Henry the Fifth. 


© This indenture, made at Wilton in full 
county (court) of Wilts, holden on Tueſday 
the next before the feaſt of Matthew the 
** Apoſtle, in the firſt year of the reign of 
King H enry the Fifth after the Conqueſt, be- 
** tween Elias De La Mire, ſheriff of the afore- 
ſaid county, on the one part, and Thomas 


„Bonham, 
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„Bonham, William Daungens, &c. of the 


* other part, witneſſeth, that the aforeſaid 
Thomas Bonham, and all the above named, 


* preſent on the day and at the place above- 
mentioned, and by the aforeſaid ſheriff, by 
« virtue of the writ of the lord the King to the 
e ſame ſheriff addreſſed, and to this indenture 
annexed, ſingly examined, have choſen 


* William Molyns, knight, and Walter Hun- 


« perford, knights for the COMMUNITY 
of the county aforeſaid ; and likewiſe have 
« choſen Walter Shirle, and John Beckot, 
« citizens for the COMMUNITY of the city 
« of New Sarum; John Valeys, ſetiior, and 
% John Harlſton, burgeſſes for the COM- 
« MUNITY of the borough of Wilton; 
© Thomas Coventry, and Robert Smyth, 
e burgeſſes for the COMMUNITY of the 
® borough of Devizes ; John Charleton, and 
„John Randolph, burgeſſes for the COM- 
„ MUNITY of the borough” of Malmeſ- 


» bury; Thomas Hatheway, and William 
| « Acliff, burgeſſes for the COMMUNITY 


of 
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© of the borough of Marlborough; Robert 
„Salmon, and Robert Ronde, burgeſſes of the 
« COMMUNITY of the borough of Calne ; 
Robert Lany, and William Cheſterton, bur- 
u geſſes for the COMMUNITY of the bo- 
rough of Old Sarum, in the aforeſaid coun- 
« ty; toall and every thing, according to the 
te tenor of the aforeſaid writ, in the parlia- 
« ment of the ſaid lord the king, at Leiceſter 
« appointed to be, on the laſt day of April 
© next, together with others, to confer, treat, 


act, and likewiſe conclude, according as the 
« aforeſaid writ exacts and requires. In wit- 
* neſs whereof, &.. 


In addition to theſe proofs of the univer/a/ 
right of ſuffrage having been poſſeſſed and ex- 
erciſed by our anceſtors, we have it alſo con- 


firmed on record by the ſtatutes at large, 8 of 
Henry the Sixth, c. 7. by which act the right of 
voting in counties was limited to free-holders of 
forty ſhillings a year. The preamble of this act 

E ſufficiently 
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ſufficiently proves this important fact: it re- 
cites that, Whereas the elections of knights 
« of ſhires to come to parliament of our lord 


« the king, in many counties of the realm of 
« England, have now of late been made by 
very great, outrageous, and exceſſive num- 
ce bers of people dwelling within the ſame 
“counties, &c. of the which, moſt part was 
ct people of ſmall ſubſtance and of no value, 
4 whereof every of them pretended a voice, 
* equivalent, as to fuch elections to be made, 
with the moſt worthy knights and eſquires 
% dwelling within the ſame counties, where- 
* by manſlaughter, riots, batteries, and divi- 
*« ſions among the gentlemen and other peo- 
e ple of the ſame counties, /ha// very likely riſe 
and be, unleſs convenient and due remedy be 
provided, &c.“ 


This preamble not only acknowledges that 
the right of univerſal ſuffrage was claimed 
and exerciſed by the people, but plainly 

draws 


n 
draws the line between the multitude, and the 
moſt worthy knights and eſquires, whom it pro- 
feſſes to inveſt with that excluſive right, which 
had been the natural and conſtitutional right 


of the whole people. 


It is alſo very curious, and particularly de- 
ſerving the attention of the reader, that this 
preamble does not ſtate that riots, batteries, 
and diviſions, had ever happened, or preſume 
to recite a ſingle inſtance of ſuch outrage hav- 
ing ever taken place, but only ſays that they 
« ſhall very likely ariſe and be, and that 
among the gentlemen as well os others; and 
therefore it veſts the excluſive right in theſe 


gentlemen, and takes it away from all 
others. 


The right of election in cities and boroughs 
was alſo originally exerciſed by the whole 
people within their reſpective diſtrits for a 
great length of time after the elections of 

E 2 their 
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their members had ceaſed to be made by the 


whole county in county court aſſembled. At 


Preſton, Taunton, Honiton, and Tregony, the 
right of voting is ſtill uzver/al, and would 
have remained ſo in other boroughs, but for 
charters confining it to corporations, and alſo 
reſolutions of the houſe of commons on the 
trial of controverted elections; on which occa- 
ſions, the houſe has ſeldom agreed in its re- 
ſolution with any former one upon a fimilar 
occaſion.” Even ſince the eſtabliſhment of 
committees for the trial of diſputed elections, 
they have determined the right of voting at 
Saltaſh at one time to be in the corporation, 
at another to be in the burgage-holders; and 
two members have ſat in one and the ſame 
parliament, on the <cleQtion of each of theſe 


deſcriptions of conſtituents. 


In the caſe of the city of Weſtminſter, the 
houſe of commons has determined that the 
right bas not been, and that it has been, in 

| the 


( 


the inhabitants of the liberty of the duchy 


court of Lancaſter: in the caſe of Pontefract, 


it was at firſt declared to be in the burgage- 
holders, afterwards in the houſe-keepers ; and 
determinations of ſimilar contrariety have been 
made reſpecting moſt of the boroughs in the 
kingdom. | 


The exiſtence of parliaments, and the right 


of the whole people to elect them, being fo far 


eſtabliſhed, I ſhall next undertake to prove 


that elections were annual, or rather that par- 


liaments were choſen only for one ſeion. Mr. 


Granville Sharp, in his“ Declaration of the 
People's Natural Right to a Share in the 
Legiſlature, elegantly obſerves that, the 
* due effect and virtue of popular repreſenta- 
tion was formerly deemed incapab'e (like 
« the annual productions of nature) of being 
** ſo long preſerved in uſeful purity, without 
Ja ſeaſonable renewal; our prudent anceſ- 
* tors, imitating nature, required alſo an 

E 3 annual 
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„ annual renewal of their parliamentary re- 


+ preſentation, as being neceſſary for the 
* maintenance of public virtue.” 


Sir Edward Coke alſo, in his 4th Inſt. p. g. 
ſpeaking of the matters of parliament, in- 
forms us, that “ an excellent law was made, 
ce anno 36. Edward the Third, c. 10. which 
being applied to the faid writs of parha- 
“ ment, doth, in a few and effectual words, 
* ſet down the true ſubject of a parliament in 


0 theſe words. For the maintainance of the 
&« {aid articles and ſtatutes, and redreſs of di- 
« yers miſchiefs and grievances, which daily 
 *& happen, a parliament ſhall be holden every year, 
as another time was ordained by ſtatute :” 
which ſtatute here referred to, was made 
in the fourth year of the ſame reign, c. 14. 
which, © accorded that a parliament ſhall be 
& holden every year once, and more often if 
„need be.” Sir William Blackſtone ſup- 
poſes that the king never was © obliged by 
« theſe 
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« theſe ſtatutes to call a new parliament every 
« year, but only to permit a parliament to fit 
% annually, for the redreſs of grievances and 
« diſpatch of buſineſs.” 1 Com. c. 2. p. 153. 


It is true, indeed, that our kings in general 
did not-think themſelves obliged, by theſe ſta- 
tutes, to call a parliament every year; nor 
would many of them have. called a parlia- 
ment at all, had they not been obliged by ne- 
ceſſity, and the circumſtances of the times; 
but there never was a parliament held in thoſe 
times, that was not a new parliament. It is 
notorious that writs were iſſued to the ſheriffs 
for new elections, almoſt every year during that 
whole reign; and theſe writs, for the moſt 
part, are {til} preſerved, with the returns upon 
them. See Mr. Prynne's Brevia Parhamen- 
taria Rediviva, p. 4 to 6. 


It is by no means to be concluded that new 
£4 ads 
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parliaments were not choſen every year of 
that reign; for many of the writs and returns 
have been loſt. Mr. Prynne found many of 
them diſperſed amongſt a vaſt heap of miſcel- 
laneous records on various ſubjects, as he him- 
ſelf relates in his epiſtle dedicatory to king 
Charles the Second, in which he calls the heap, 
« a confuſed chaos, under corroding putrify- 
| | « ing cobwebs, duſt, and filth, in the darkeſt 
* corner of Cæſar's chapel, in the White 
„Tower, as mere w/eleſs reliques, not worthy to 
« be calendred :” and in p. 103, of the ſame 
work, he ſpeaks of one hundred and ſeventeen 
bundles of writs, whereof ninety-ſeven bad 
only then been lately diſcovered, filed, and 
bundled by himſelf : „but many of theſe 
«« 117 bundles” (ſays he) © are not compleat, 
& above half or three parts of the writs being 
either rotted, conſumed, maymed, torn, or 
5 utterly loſt, through careleſſneſs, wet, cank- 
ers, or other caſualties; and ſome of them 


* have 
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* have not above two, three, or four writs, 


« and one or two but one writ and retorn re- 


„ maining.” 


That there were really writs for #799, out of 
the three years in that reign, which appear 
to be wanting, 1s very certain; becauſe it was 
in the 4oth year of that reign, as Sir Edward 
Coke informs us, (4. Inſt. p. 13.) that the 
Pope demanded homage for the kingdoms of 
England and Ireland, and the arrears of re- 
venue granted by king John to Pope Inno- 
cent III.“ whereupon the king in the /ame 
« year, calleth his court of parliament, &c.“ as 


Sir Edward proves from the parliament rolls 
of that year, Ne 8. 


In the 49th year of the ſame reign, for 
which the writ and return is alſo miſhng, 
Sir Richard Baker, in his Chronicle, proves 
that a parliament was held. * In his eight 
and fortieth year, in a parliament, is granted 


« him 
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* him a tenth of the clergy, and a fifteenth 
« of the laity, &c.“ p. 173 : ſo that there is 
but one year out of many, in which we can- 
not prove the meeting of annual parliaments. 


Annual writs for new parliaments were alſo 
iſſued the firſt eighteen years of the ſucceed- 
ing reign, till Richard the Second rendered 
himſelf abſolute. 


New parliaments were ſometimes elected 
two, three, and even four times in one year; 
which ſufficiently proves that the power, dele- 
gated by the people to their repreſentatives, 
continued no longer in force than during the 
ſeſſion of the particular parliament to which 
they were ſummoned; and Mr. Prynne ex- 
preſsly confirms this in the firſt part of his 
« Brief Regiſter,” p. 334, in which he ſays, 
« they preſently ceaſed to be knights, citi- 
gens, burgeſſes, and barons, in any ſucceed- 


« ing parliaments. or councils, unleſs new!y 
elected 
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« eleffed and reſtored to ſerve in them by the 
« king's ne Writs.” | 


The enemies of reform contend that ſuch 
very frequent elections mult be attended with 
inſuperable difficulties and inconveniencies: 
but we may quote the experience of all an- 
cient times, as affording ample and ſufficient 
proofs to the contrary, ** there not being 
above two or three caſes of elections queſ- 
«« tioned or complained of from the 49th of 
„Henry the Third, the period of the reſto» 
* ration of repreſentative parliaments, till the 
«© 22d. of Edward the Fourth, more than two 
* hundred years; and not ſo much as one 
* double retorne or indenture, wherewith all 
the late bundles of writs are ſtored.“ See 
Prynne Brevia Parl. Rediv. p. 137. 


In the preſent times, we ſee fifty-eight peti- 
tions againſt undue elections and returns at 
one general election, as was the caſe in 1784. 
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This ariſes from the complicated ſtate of the 
right of voting in cities and boroughs, in 
thoſe particularly incorporated by charter, 
where the right in ſome boroughs is acquired 
by birth, in another by ſervitude, in a third 
by gift, in a fourth by purchaſe, and in a 
fifth by marrying a wife; and theſe rights 
are exerciſed in ſome by reſidents, in others 
by non-reſidents, in one place by the mayor, 
or bailiff, and twelve aldermen only, as at 
Buckingham, Malmeſbury, &c. in another by 
eight aldermen, and ten or twelve burgeſſes, 
as at Bath, Andover, Tiverton, Banbury, &c. 
in others by an indefinite number of burgeſſes, 
freemen, &c. three, four, or Ave, as at Rye, 
Winchelſea, Romney, &c. In burgage tenure 
boroughs, the right is ſtill more complicated. 
The nature, poſſeſſion, and oecupation, of this 
ſpecies of election right is curious; at Mid- 
hurſt it is in the poſſeſſion of a hundred ſtones 
erected in an open field; at Old Sarum, it is 
in the remaining part of the foundation of a 


demo- 
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demoliſhed caſile; at Weſtbury in a long 
wall; in many other places it is in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of half a ſcore or a dozen old thatched 
cottages, the conveyances to which are made 
on parchment the morning of the election to a 
few truſty friends or dependants, who hold a 
farcical election, and then return them to the 


proprietor as ſoon as the buſinels is finiſhed. 


The enormous expence attending the li- 
tigation of theſe complicated and inexplicable 
rights of election, has, under my own obſer- 
vation, exceeded, in a ſingle conteſt, three 
times the amount of the value of the fee 
/imple of the whole borough in diſpute ; and 
yet they are renewed at each ſucceeding elec- 
tion in the ſame manner as if no deciſion on 
the right had ever taken place. 


Theſe, and innumerable other ruinous ex- 
pences of elections, ſuch as removing voters 


from one extreme of the country to another 


to give their votes, carrying freeholders to 
the 
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the county towns, when their votes might be 
taken in their reſpective pariſhes, or even in 
KF | ſmaller diſtricts, are radical evils inherent in 
the preſent ſyſtem, and not to be cured with- 
| out recurring to original rights, or effecting 
a radical reform. To add the illegal ex- 
pences incurred in moſt election conteſts, 
ſuch as bribery, treating, printing libels, 
cockades, and the innumerable contingencies 
of a modern conteſt, would excite amazement 
in the mind of one who had never ſeen the 
madneſs practiſed upon theſe occaſions. 


The ancient right of the people to an equal 
repreſentation and annual parliaments being 
ſo ſubſtantially proved, the charge of in- 
novation reverts to thoſe who have cauſed, 
and to thoſe who ſupport, the preſent 
abuſes of the conſtitution. The ſpirit of re- 
form which has manifeſted itſelf in many 
parts of the country, ſuffered ſome tem- 
porary depreſſion from the apoſtaſy of its 
leaders in the two houſes of parliament, 

| Mr. 
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Mr. Pitt and che Duke of Richmond; but it 
has received no-inconfiderable ſupport from 
the perſecution it has experienced, and the 
virtue and fortitude with which its ſupporters 
ſuſtained the fiery conflict. The intrinfic 
merit of the cauſe will give it increaſing 
vigour; and as knowledge diſſeminates it- 
ſelf, the wiſdom of an enlightened people 
will mature it into life. 


Mr. Fox has declared in the laſt debate 
which took place in the houſe of commons 
at the end of the year 1796, that he had no 
difficulty in ſaying, that under the preſent 
* ſyſtem, peace could never be procured ; the 
** conſtitution muſt be reſtored; the voice of the 
e repreſentatives of the people muſt prevail 
** over the executive miniſters of the crown; 
and the people muſt be reſtored to heir juſt 
rights.“ Thoſewho remember the more than 
prophetic warnings of this truly great man, 
through the unfortunate American conteſt, 
and thoſe who have witneſſed the truth and 


and 
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juſtice with which he appreciated the everits 
of this lamentable war, will dwell with no 
| | inconſiderable degree of earneſtneſs on the 
| | wiſdom of his opinion. May liberty then be 
the harbinger of peace, and may the genius 
of both preſide over our future deſtiny, 


Preſent State of the Repreſentation, 
ABINGDON. 


This borough is as independent as any 
one can be under the preſent ſyſtem, Its 
right of election is not confined to a corpo- 
ration of thirteen or twenty-four ſelf. elected 
individuals, as is the caſe in many large 
towns, but is in the inhabitant houſekeepers 
at large, paying ſeot and lot, agreeable to 
national right and juſtice. The Treaſury has 
an agent, or correſpondent, in-this and in all 
other boroughs, who is generally paid for his 
ſecret ſervices, with a receiverſhip of a county; 
or a ſnug ſinecure in the poſt- office, exciſe, 


or 
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or cuſtoms. This agent in many places ig 


an alderman of the corporation, churchwar- 


den of the pariſh, juſtice of the peace, and 
treaſurer or truſtee of the pariſh charities. 
He becomes a member of all tlie borough 
clubs, is a conſtant attendant at pariſh meet- 
ings, and obtains at laſt ſuch an aſcendency, 
that even a pariſh pauper cannot be relieved 
without his approbation. If he is a man of 
large property or aſpiring ambition, he is 
ſent to parliament himſelf, and gets a ſeat at 
one of the public boards. Bankers and at- 
tornies are moſt commonly ſelected for this 
office. He takes care that none but miniſte- 


rial newſpapers are taken in at the public- 


houſes, under the penalty of forfeiting theit 
licence. He has one ſent him gratis, which 
he lends to ſuch as will read it. He never 
ſpeaks of any man who is known to think 
for himſelf, without calling him “ Jacobin.“ 


He gives the Church! the King! and Mr. 


Pitt! as the three firſt toaſts at public dinners. 
1 | F He 
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He tends money in ſmall ſums to the voters, 
which he repays himſelf ten-fold at the elec- 
tion, and (if he be not a clergyman) gets 


drunk at a rejoieing feaſt after an Auſtrian 


victory. There was no conteſt in this bo- 
rough at the laſt election: Mt. Loveden, the 
late member, having declined repreſenting it, 
to ſtand for the county, the Treaſuty recom- 
mendation of Major Metcalf was __ 


without W 


Abingdon ſe ſent mak to a national coun- 
eil the 11th of Edward the Third, and then 
diſcontinued till it was reſtored by charter, 
November 24, 1557, by Queen Mary. 


Right of election, according to the charte? 
of Mary, was veſted in the corporation; but 


by reſolution of the Honſe in January 1680, 


is in the inhabitants paying ſeot _ ys and 
not ring alms. pi 50 


Same 
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Same reſolution confirmed January 8, 168g. 


Confirmed again January 18, 1708. 


Number of voters, fx hundred. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, two bailiffs, 
nine aldermen, and ſixteen aſſiſtants. The 
mayor and two bailiffs are the returning of- 
ficers. 


AGMONDESHAM, « AMERSHAM. 


Not more than one third part of this 
ſmall town is within the limits of the 
borough. That part which conſtitutes the 
borough, conſiſts of about one hundred 
and twenty houſes, - which ate the ſole pro- 
perty of William Drake, Eq · whoſe country 
ſeat is at Chardeloes, about a mile from the 
town. This is one of the private property 
F 2 boroughs, 


* 
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boroughs, and 1s repreſented by the two ſons 
of the proprietor. 


It ſent members to parliament the 28, 34, 
and 35 of Edward the Firſt,” and the 1 and 
2 of Edward the Secpnd, and was then diſ- 
continued, till it was reſtored by petition, the 
21 of James the Firſt, 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election reſolved by the Houle, 
December 11, 1680, and again December 1, 
1705, to be in the inhabitants paying ſcot 


and lot only. 


Returning officers, the conſtables choſen 
at the lord's court leet. 


Number of voters, one hundred and twenty. 


Proprietor, William Drake, Eſq. 


( 69 ) 
ST. ALBANS. 


The majority of voters in this town are 
under the influence of Earl Spencer, who has 
a ſeat adjoining to the borough, and Lord 
Grimſtone, whoſe ſeat is at Gormanbury i in 
this county, The right of voting here is 
different from the two former boroughs. 
The corporation of mayor, aldermen, and 
freemen, have votes as well as the inhabitant 
houſe-keepers paying ſcot and lot. | This bo- 
rough was amongſt thoſe ſummoned to ſend 
members, the 2 3 of Edward the Firſt; it was 
afterwards diſcontinued from the ſixth year 
of Edward the Third, till the firſt of Edward 
the Sixth, when it was reſtored upon petition. 
Its corporation confiſts of a mayor, high 
ſteward, recorder, twelve aldermen, town=- 
clerk, and twenty-four aſſiſtants, It has a 
liberty, or county of, its own, within the 
county of Hertford, which has a juriſdiction 


. 0. both 
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both in civil and eccleſiaſtical matters, ex- 
tending over the pariſhes of Barnet, Sand- 
ridge, Redburne, Cudicot, Shepehele, Buſhy, 
Elſtree, Langley Abbot, Sarret, Walden Ab- 
bots, Hoxton, Ridge, Norton, Rickmerf. 
worth, and Watford. This liberty has a 
gaol, and gaol delivery four times a year, 
The town is divided into four wards, in each 
of which are a conſtable and two church- 
wardens. 


Samuel Ferrand Waddington, Eſq. the gen- 
tleman who diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his zea- 
lous and patriotic oppoſition to the two un- 
popular acts of the laſt ſeſſion, oppoſed at the 
laſt election the joint intereſt of the two peers. 
The other candidates were Lord Bingham, 
brother in law to Earl Spencer, and Mr. T. 
S. D. Bucknal, nephew to Lord Grimſtone. 
The ariftoeratic influence was more than three 
to two againſt the independent intereſt, the 
Wee, on how. poll being— | N 
For 
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For Lord Bingham - 378 
Mr. Bucknal 308 
Mr. Waddington 208 


Right of election, on the 10th of March 
1700, was determined to be in the mayor, 
aldermen, and freemen, and in ſych hoyſe- 
holders only as pay ſcot and lot, 


Similar reſolution again on the 24th af 
November, 1705. 


Again the 27th April, 1714. 


Number of vaters, five hundred and ſix 
tcen. | | 


Returning officer, the mayor, 


Patrons, Earl Spencer, and Lord Grim- 
ſtone, 


4 ALD- 
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ALDBOROUGH, » ALDEBURGH, 
"SUFFOLK. 


"This borough is part of the private pro- 
perty of P. C. Creſpigny, Eſq. and this gen- 
tleman being one of the proprietors of a bo- 
rough that the miniſter cannot influence, its 
repreſentatives are of the ſame political con- 
nection with himſelf, Aldborough is but a 
ſmall village, conſiſting of about one hundred 


houſes. It has ſent members ſince the 13 of 


Elizabeth, 


The corporation ſhould conſiſt of two 
bailiffs, who are returning officers, and twens 
ty-two burgeſſes. 


Right of election, 1709, 23d December, is 
in the bailiffs and burgeſſes not receiving 
alms, 


1715 


burgeſſes reſident within the ſaid borough, 
and not receiving alms. 


To which the houſe diſagreed. 


It is therefore exerciſed by the inhabitant 
houſe-holders paying ſcot and lot, by imme- 
morial cuſtom. 


Number of vaters, eighty. 
Proprietor, P. C. Creſpigny, Eſq. 
ALDBOROUGH, YORKSHIRE. 


This is another viffage with fifty-ſeven 
rated houſes, ſending two members to parlia- 
ment. The borough is the private property 
of the Duke of Newcaſtle, and Mr. Wilkin- 
jon of Sheffield; but the latter having only 
a minority of the houſes, the election intereſt 
is wholly in the Duke of Newcaſtle, 

| This 
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This village never ſent members to parlia- 
ment till the laſt year of Philip and Mary, 1 558, 


Corporation, none, 


Right of election, 1679, 15 May, in all 
| the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot only. 


1690, 17 May, is not only in the ſelect 
number of burgeſſes, holding by burgage 
tenure in the ſaid borough, but in all the in- 
habitants paying ſcot and lot. 


Number of voters, f/ty-/even, 


Returning officer, the lord of the manor's 
bailiff. 


Proprietor, Duke of Newcaſtle. 


ANDOVER. 


This a large town containing more than a 
thouſand houſes, where the right of election 
n 


— 
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is confined to a corporation of twenty-four 
individuals, who elect one another. The in- 
habitants have no ſhare either in chooſing the 
members, or the magiſtrates: and as all theſe 
corporations poſſeſſing excluſive rights of 
electing members of parliament have ſome 
powerful nobleman or opulent commoner 
who finds it his intereſt to take the lead and 
management of their political influence, the 
election of the members is directed by this 
patron. The Earl of Portſmouth, who has 
a ſeat at Hurſtburne, within ſeven miles of 
this town, and Joſhua Iremonger, of Whare- 
well, Eſq. whoſe reſidence and eſtate is alſo 
in the neighbourhood, have the joint com- 
mand of this corporation. 


This town ſent members in the 23 of Ed- 
ward the Firſt, when excluſive ſummonſes 
were firſt iſſued to boroughs, near two hun- 
dred years before chartered corporations with 
zleAiye rights were eſtabliſhed. The privilege 

of 
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of eleQing their members muſt then have 
been, according to the cuſtom of that and all 
antecedent times, in the inhabitants at large; 
but we find it diſcontinued in the ſecond year 


of Edward the Second, and that it was not 
reſtored till the 27 of Elizabeth, when the 
preſent corporation was eſtabliſhed by charter, 
with thoſe rights which had formerly been 
exerciſed by the people at large. 


Thus we find the rights of election, which 
had been exerciſed by the whole inhabitants 
in each borough previous to their difcontinu- 
ing to be fummoned by the king or by the 
ſheriff, receive them again on their reſtoration, 
as a gift, or favor from the crown, and with 
ſuch limitations, that four and twenty of the 
inhabitants are only permitted to re- aſſume 
thofe rights, which were formerly ene 
by every man in the district. 


This corporation conſiſts of a high ſteward 
and 


Enn 
and recorder, mayor, two juflices, nine ſelect 
men, and twelve burgeſſes, who have a town 
clerk, and two ſerjeants at mace. 


Right of election reſolved, 1689, April I, 
to be in the bailiff, and ſelect number of bur- 
geſſes only. 

Same reſolution again, 28 January, 1702. 

Number of voters, twenty-four. | 


Returning officer, the bailiff. 


Patrons, Earl of Portſmouth, and Joſhua 
Iremonger, Eſq. 


ANGLESEA couNTT. 


The influence and connection of the Earl 
of Uxbridge procures the return of a member 
for this county. It is ſaid that an agreement 

has 
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has taken place between this- noble peer und 


Lord Bulkeley, not to oppoſe each other's-no- 
mination in Carnarvonſhire and Angleſea, fo 
that Lord Bulkeley influences the return in 
the former county, and Lord Uxbridge in the 
latter, | 


APPLEBY 


Has many years been the ſubje& of much- 
litigation and expence between the Thanet 
and Lonſdale families. The right of voting, 
although there is no ſpecial reſolution of the 
houſe of commons eoncerning it, 1s adtnitted 
to be in burgage tenure, Hog- ſties which 
give votes as burgage-holds, have been pur- 
chaſed at a price exceeding all belief. The 
Earl of Thanet has now a majority of theſe 
voting tenures, and conſequently nominates 
the members. This is only the ſecond bo- 

rough we have yet come to, whoſe proprietor 
is in oppoſition to the goverament. TOP 


x: | This 
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This borough has ſent niembers ever ſinet 
the 23 of Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation. Tt bas a mayor, recotder, 
twelve aldermen, two bailiffs, and cam 
capital burgeſſes. 


Right of election in the burgage tenures. 


Number of voters, upon parchment, about 
one hundred, but actual poſſeſſors, only two. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 
Proprietor, Earl of Thanet. 


ARUNDEL. 


This borough has been the ſubject of much 


controverſy on the ſcore of bribery: but as 
that charge has been equally applicable to all 
the boroughs, it would exceed the brevity of 

| this 
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this work to enter into a detail which a folio 
volume would not contain. 


The preſent influence is poſſeſſed by the 
Duke of Norfolk, whoſe magnificent caſtle 
is adjoining to the town, and Sir George 
Thomas, Bart. who lives four miles from the 
borough. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, aldermen, 
and burgeſſes. os 


It has ſent members ſince the 23 of Edward 
the Firſt, without intermiſſion. 


Right of election, 1693, February 22, is 
only in the inhabitants of the ſaid borough 
paying ſcot and lot. 


Number of voters, one hundred and ninety. 


Returning officer, the mayor. - 
X P atrons, 
2 


( 81 )- 
Patrons, Duke of Norfolk, and Sir George 
Thomas, Bart. | 
ASHBURTON. 


This is another burgage tenure borough, in 
which the tenures giving the right to vote 


are the property of two individuo's. 


It firſt ſent members the 26 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 8 of Henry the 
Fourth, and reftored the 1 6 of Charles 
the Firſt. 


Willis ſays, that all the houſe-keepers voted 
in this borough, until the year 1707. The 
members are choſen in the ſchool-houſe. 


In has no charter, nor was it ever incorpo- 
rated. | 


Right of election February 26, 1707, re- 
ſolved that the right of electing members is 
G in 
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in the free-holders having lands or tenements 


holden of the ſame borough only. 


March 17, 1710, reſolved that the free- 


holders of the lands and tenements, called 


Halfhanger, and Holwelland s, lying within the 
borough of Aſhburton, and ſubject to pay a 


borough rent, have a right to vote for mem- 


bers to ſerve in parliament, for the ſaid bo- 


rough. 


Number of voters, nominally tue hundred, 


but actually only ws. 


Returning officer, a portreve appointed at 


the court leet of the proprietors, 


Proprietors, Lord Clinton, and Sir Robert 


Palk, Bart. 


AYLESBURY. | 


This borough is remarkable for a-return of 


two. members, the 14 of Elizabeth, by a wo- 


man 


rt 
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man as lady and owner of the town of Ayleſ- 


bury. This return was received as a good 
one, and the' members took their ſeats accor- 
dingly as her repreſentatives. It is {till in the 
chapel of the rolls, in the bundle of returns of 
parliamentary writs, and 1s recited at full in 
the Hiſtory of the Boroughs. 


This town was made a borough by charter, 
iſt of Mary, and then empowered to ſend 


members to parliament, who were to be elect- 


ed by a bailiff, nine aldermen, and twelve 
burgeſſes : but, by neglect, the corporation 
became diſſolved. The town was one of the 
royal manors of William the Conqueror, 
who gave it to one of his favourites, to be held 
by this tenure, that he ſhould provide litter or 
ſtraw for the king's bed-chamber, and ſhould 
turniſh him with three eels in the winter, and 
two green geeſe in the ſummer, whenever 


lis majeſty came into the neighbourhood, 
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Right of election, ſince the time of Dame 
Packington, has been in all the houſe-keepers 


not receiving alms. 


This right confirmed by the houſe, January 
28, 1765. 


Number of voters, five hundred. 


Returning officers, the conſtables. 


Patron, Marquis of Buckingham, influences 


the return of one member. 


BANBURY. 


T his borough, in common with Abingdon, 
Pewdly, Higham Ferrers, and Monmouth, 
ſend but one member each. The right of vot- 
ing is confined, by a reſolution of the houſe 


of commons, to a mayor, fix aldermen, and 


twelve burgeſſes, who, like all other corpora- 


tions, 
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tions, are under the influence of an indivi- 
dual. 


The family of the Earl of Guildford have 
long had the management of the borough: but 
on the vacation of the Hon. Frederick North, 
in 1794, the corporation choſe William Hol- 
bech, Eſq. a neighbouring gentleman, in oppo- 
ſition to his lordſhip. At the laſt general elec- 
tion, in 1796, a reconciliation took place, and 
Dudley North, Eſq. was elected on his lord- 
ſhip's intereſt, | 


Corporation. It has had three charters. 
The firſt was from Mary in the firſt year 
of her reign, who imprivileged it to fend 
one member to parliament, to be choſen by 
a bailiff, twelve aldermen, and twelve bur- 
gelles. The ſecond was from James the Firſt, 
who changed the title of the chief magiſtrate 
from a bailiff, to a mayor, with twelve alder- 
dermen, and /ix burgefſes. The third was 

> from 
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from George the Firſt, in the year 1718, who 


again altered it to a mayor, ſix capital bur- 


geſſes, and twelve aſſiſtants, with a high 


ſteward, recorder, town clerk, and ſerjeant at 
* 1 


| mace, : 
Right of election, in the mayor, alder- 


men, and capital burgeſſes of Banbury only, 
29th December, 1691. 


Number of voters, eighteen, 
| Returning officer, the mayor, 


Patron, Earl of Guildford, 


BARNSTABLE, 


| This is what is called an open borough, not 
ö being the private property of any individual, 
or acknowledging the influence of a patron. 
It has been repreſented for many years by 
My. Cleveland and Mr. Devaynes, the for- 
mer 


» Zn 
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mer of whom was unſucceſsfully oppoſed by 
Richard Wilſon, Eſq. in 1790; and the latter 
was thrown out by the ſame gentleman at the 
laſt general election. Lord Rolle has been 
attempting to eſtabliſh an intereſt in this bo- 
rough, and may ſucceed, as the peers have 
done in moſt other places, if he thinks proper 
to perſevere. | 


This borough has a ſingular proof of the 
antiquity of parliaments, and the original 
rights of the people. The corporation conſiſts 
of a mayor, two aldermen, and twenty-two 
common-council, beſide whom there are near 
four hundred commen burgeſſes, who aſſume 
that right by preſcription - which they carry 
as far back as King Athelſtan, when the 
term Burgeſs implied the inhabitant of a tyth- 
ing, decennary, or borough; and they till 
exerciſe their rights under that eharacter, in- 


dependent of any of their charters, 
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It was ſummoned to ſend members again, 
the 23 of Edward the Firſt, diſcontinued the 
17 of Edward the Fourth, and was reſtored 
the 1 of Edward the Sixth. 


It appears to have been firſt incorporated 
by Henry the Firſt : it had ſecondly a charter 
from King John, who gave it a mayor and 
bailiffs ; thirdly by Mary, who added two 
aldermen, and a common-council of twenty- 
two; laſtly by James the Firſt, who ratified 
and confirmed the former charters in the 


eighth year of his reign, 


The ftate of the poll at the laſt election was 
as follows: 


Cleveland . 196 
Wilſon — 168 


Devaynes — 158 
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Right of election, in the corporation and 


common burgeſſes by immemorial uſage. 


Number of voters, three hundred and fixty. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 
Patron, none, 


BATH, 


This place exhibits a ſtriking inſtance of 
the inadequate ſtate of the repreſentation of 
the people. The whole number of voters 
for this magnificent and populous city are 
only eighteen ; and even this inſignificant 
number are not choſen by the inhabitants, 
but elect one another. Whenever a vacancy 
happens, which can only be occaſioned by 
death or reſignation, the remaining ſeven- 
teen, or a majority of them, appoint a perſon 
to ſucceed to it. It is difficult to ſay whether 
the 
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the common ſenſe of the nation is moſt in- 
ſulted by a nominal election for nominal bo- 
roughs, ſuch as Midhurſt and Old Sarum, 
which have not a houſe, nor an inhabi- 
tant, to give them the appearance of popu- 
lation, or by ſending two members for a great 
and populous city, who are choſen by only 
eighteen individuals. Saliſbury, Wincheſter, 
Andover, Pool, Portſmouth, and many other 
large towns, are in a ſimilar fituation : but this 
is ſurely the moſt powerful argument in fa- 
vour of a ſpeedy and radical reform ; and it 
this ſhameful diſproportion does not evince 
the neceſſity of it, the moſt powerful elo- 


quence would be exerted in vain. 


This corporation of eighteen, agreeably to 
the example of all others of the ſame deſcrip- 
tion, is under ariſtocratic patronage, 

1 

Bath has ſent members ever ſince the 23 of 

Edward the Firſt, without intermiſſion. 
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Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, ſeven al- 
dermen, two ſheriffs, and ten common-coun- 
cil- men, with a recorder, town clerk, and 
other officers. 


Right of election, 26th of January, 1706, 
in the mayor, aldermen, and common-coun- 


cil only. 
Number of voters, eighteen, 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patrons, Marquis of Bath, and Earl Cam- 
den, | | 


BEAUMARIS. 


This is another borough in which the right 
of election is confined to a ſelf-eleed corpo- 
ration of twenty-four individuals; and this 
corporation 1s again under the influence of a 


nobleman, 
- This 


* 
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1 
This borough firſt ſent a member by act of 
parhament, the 27 of Henry the Eighth. 


Corporation. It was not incorporated. till 
the 4 of Elizabeth, which makes it evident 
that the right of voting was not originally in 

a corporation, as it ſent a member for ſome 


years before its corporation exiſted. 


\ 


The corporation conſiſts of a mayor, two 
bailiffs, and twenty-one burgeſles, with a re- 
corder, and other officers. 


| Right of election, February 18, 1709, 


in the mayor, bailiffs, and capital burgeſſes 
only. 


Same reſolution confirmed, zd of March, 
1729. 


Number of voters, tavent;-four. 


Return- 


_ . 
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K 
Retur ning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Lord Bulkeley. 


- BEDFORDSHIRE. 


A county cannot be ranked as a proprietary 
intereſt, nor can it be ſaid to be under the di- 
re& and abſolute influence of an individual, 
like an inſignificant borough, or a corporate 
city; but it cannot at the ſame time be denied, 
but that a connexion of intereſts nominate to 
the repreſentation of every county in Great Bri- 
tain. In this county, the Duke of Bedford's 
intereſt procures the return of one member, 
and the connexions of government the other. 
In moſt counties, the Whigs and Tories, un- 
der one of which deſcriptions the opulent fa- 
milies have for above a century been ranked, 
to avoid expence, or, as it is more faſhionable 
to exprels it, © to preſerve the peace of the 
county,“ agree to a compromiſe, by which 


each 
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each party is to nominate.a member. Thus, ag 
their principles, views, and connexions, are 
in moſt inſtances diametrically oppoſite, their 
votes in parliament are ſo likewiſe; and as 
they balance each other upon great political 
queſtions, the county repreſentation is there- 
by deprived even of the inadequate weight 
poſſeſſed by ninety-two, againſt four hun- 
dred and ſixty- ſix, which is the proportion 
of county members, againſt thoſe of cities, 
boroughs, and Scotch members. The ruin- 
ous expences alſo that are attendant on a 
county conteſt under the preſent mode of 
conducting it, are ſufficient to deter any man 
in his ſenſes, from embarking his fortune and 
happineſs in ſuch an attempt. This part of 
the preſent ſyſtem, though not expoſed to the 
corruption that has ſo frequently been de- 
tected in the other parts of it, is equally re- 
pugnant to every idea of a free election, and 


ſtands equally in need of a reform. 


1 BED- 
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BEDFORD TOWN, 


This borough has for many years exer- 
ciſed a conſiderable degree of independence, 
and is at preſent repreſented by two gentle- 
men as eminent for that charaQer, as ever ſat 
in the houſe of commons; but it is at the 
ſame time as certain that the Duke of Bedford 
poſſeſſes an intereſt, which, if it was to be 
oppoſed to that of the members, would ren- 


der their return extremely doubtful. 


Mr. Howard, the celebrated philanthropiſt, | 
was a candidate and a petitioner for a ſeat in 
parliament for this borough in 1774, in con- 
junction with the late Mr. Whitbread, in 
which the latter was ſucceſsful; but as the 
reports of theſe inveſtigations are ſubſtantially 
given in the Hiſtory of the Boroughs, it 
would be exceeding the limits to which this 
work is confined, to enter on matters of ſo 


much latitude. | 
. | Bedford 


— 
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Bedford has ſent members fince the 23 of 
Edward the Third, without intermiſſion. 


Its corporation. conſiſts of a mayor, re- 
corder, deputy recorder, two bailiffs, thirteen 
common council, an uncertain number of 
aldermen, as all who have ſerved the office of 
mayor are reputed aldermen; but theſe muſt 
not exceed the number of twelve. This 
charter was granted in 1664 by Charles the 
Second. | RAG 


Right of election, in the burgeſſes, free- 
men, and inhabitants, being houſe-holders, 
and not receiving alms, 12 April, 1690. 


Number of voters, fourteen hundred. 


Returning officers, the mayor, and two 
bailiffs. 


Patron, Duke of Eedford. 
5 


GREAT 
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Is woke proprietary . the; hs. 
of voting is in fourſcore ancient houſes, or the 
land on which thoſe | houſes formerly ſtood, 
the whole of which belongs to the Earl of 

Ayleſbury, who is lord of the manor, and 


54 % 


appoints a portreve annually at his court 
leet to return the . 


This borough ſent D the 2 ; of Ed- 
ward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 8 of 


Edward the Second, and reſtored the 36 of 
Edward ths Third. 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, 29 March, 1 729, in the 
freeholders, and inhabitants of ancient bur- 
gage meſſuages. 2 

Number of voters, nominally eighty, ac- 
tually only one. . 3 
£ | H Return« 
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Returning , officer, a portrexe called a 
mayor, who is choſen as above, nd appoints 
W eee een - 
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Another proprietary borough belonging to 
the Earl of Beverley. The right of voting is 
in ſeventy burgage tenures, paying a three- 
penny rent per annum to the lord of the bo- 
rough. It firſt ſent members the 27 of ans 


- Zabeth, 


Corporation, none. 


"Right of election, 6 june, 1521, in the 
frechol@ tenants of the fait borough, holding 
by burgage tenure, and paying three-pence- 
per annum, or more, ancient burgage rent to 


che lord of the fail borough, and in them 
9 „. Ning * 1 
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The whole number of houſes, or rather 
corre in this borough, does not exceed 
forty. ee 220V 
> 
Number, of voters, nominally Seventy, ac- 
ally only one. 


* 4 4 
4 — 3 1 
1 19 


ebnet IN a portreve TRI by 
the court leet-of the lord. 


. F 5 


Prop rietor, Earl of Beverley D. 
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Is in'a Seel ſimilar to the laſt county. 
Lord Craven and his intereſt bring in otie 
member, and the Ennections of the miniſter 
the other. An oppoſition was made at the 


laſt parliament for Abingdon, to theſe united 
intereſts. The length of the indepeiident 


numbers at the final cloſe of it being 
> ag H 2 | For 


late election by Mr. Loveden, member in the 


party may be ſeen in the ſtate of the poll, the 
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( 100 0 
, 
For Mr, Vanſittart — 1332 
Mr. Charles Dundas 1332 
Mr. Loveden = - 846 


BERWICK, NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Lord Delaval influences the return of one 
member for this borough, and has for a long 
time been attempting to carry both. Mr. 
Callander is the other member on what is 
called the independent intereſt. The parties 


are all engaged in law, as is the caſe in all 
diſputed boroughs. The independents have 
invalidated: the late election of mayor, and, if 
they ſhould, ſucceed in getting the magi- 
ſtrates, will probably overturn, the ariſtocratic 


influence, 


This borough bay incorporated by kiog 
John, | but did not ſend members till the reign 
of Henry the, Eighth. , 


Corporation 


mn 


Corporation conſiſts only of fix perſons 
beſides officers, a mayor, one alderman, and 
four bailiffs, all of them choſen annually out 
of the burgeſſes at large of the town. The 


* 


officers are a TORE: town-clerk, Kc. 


+ — 4 


Right of election, 9 March, 1695, in the 
freemen reſident and non-reſident, 


Number of voters, fix hundred. 


Returning officers, the mayor, and four 


bailiffs, | Fa 


Patron, Lord Delaval, one member. 


BEVERLEY. 


| Lord Yarborough commands what is here 
called the Bar intereſt, which conſiſts of 
about two hundred voters out of a thouſand; 
and this number, by joining one or other of 


H 3 | the 
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„ 


the conteſting Parties at an election, enables 


Vit 10 
bis ord to name one of the members. 


7 "This borough ſent pinot the ; 2 3 ** Ed. 
wal the, Third, Was diſcontinued the 1 of 
Edward the Second, and reſtored the 5 of 
Elizabeth. 
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Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve governors, and twelve inferior bur- 
* 
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Right of dection is in 1 Nee of | the 
town, who acquire this right by birth, ſer- 


vitude, or purchaſe. Firſt, a freeman's ſon, 
if born within the liberties of the borough, i is 
entitled to his freedom when of the age of 
twenty-one years. Secondly, an apprentice 
for ſeven years, to a freeman rehding within 
the liberties of the borough, upon the ex- 
piration of that term, is admitted to his free- 
flom on paying a | fine of forty-eight ſhil⸗ 
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lings. Thirdly, the freedom is to be obtained 


by purchaſe, provided the politics of the pur- 
chaſer be approved by the corporation. There 
is a ſtanding order that a day-labourer mall 
not be made free for a leſs ſum than thirty 
guineas; and that every other perſon ſhall 
pay proportionably according to his circum- 
ſtances, trade, or occupation, at the diſcretion 
of the body corporate; and a candidate to re- 
preſent the borough may purchaſe his free. 
dom for fifty guineas. 


7 


1:1 bye gd odd. 
The corporation bave refuſed to admit to 


his freedom a capital tradeſman in that town, 


although he offered them a candidate's price, 
fifty guineas ; his opinions not exaly coin- 
ciding vith thoſe adopted by the corporation, 


1 
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Number of voters, one thouſand. 


"IA offices, the Ow. 
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vu Yarborough one a. 
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BEW DLEV. 


The night of election in this borough is 
confined to a corporation of thirteen; and 
this ſelect body of electors is under the in- 
fluence of Lord rn 


It firſt ſent members rs by charter i in the reign 
of James the Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts of a bailiff, and twelve 
capital burgeſſes, with a recorder, towyn-clerk, 


&c. 


Right of election, 28 April 1662, in the 
bailiff and burgeſſes, appointed by the char- 
ter of 3 of James the Firſt, excluſive of all 
others. e een 


i1 
27 May, 0 all the inbabitants of the 


borough of — have not a right to 


Voce. 


Number 


( 
Number of voters, thirteen. 


Returning officer, the bailiff, 
Patron, Lord Lyttelton. 


'___ BISHOP'S-CASTLE. 


This is a proprietary borough, belonging 
to Lord Clive. It conſiſts of about a hun- 
dred houſes, which are all his lordſhip's pro- 
perty. a 


It firſt ſent members the 15 of Elizabeth. 


Corporation conſiſts of a bailiff, recorder, 
and fifteen aldermen. | 


Right of election, 3 February, 1699, agreed 
to be in the ee ny all the 1 with- 
in the „ | 


Number of cn Wh: 


i; 


Return- 


4 .106 ) 
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Returning officer, the bailiff Yn di 


Proprietor, Lord Clive. 


BLECHI NGL“ 


Is another proprietary borough belonging 
to Sir Robert Clayton, the burgage-holds or 


tenements giving the right of * being all 
his property. ine 7 


This borough has ſent members ever ſince 
the 23 of Edward the Firſt. 


% 
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Right of election, 22 March, 1723, reſolv- 
ed to be in the burgage-holders, and that the 
pailiff had nothing to do with the election. . 


Corporation, none. 
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N a voters nominally ines, ac- 
tually only ane. 
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Returning officer, nne. 


* 


any 1 in (CUT Kas 
Proprietor, Sir Robert Clayton, Bart. 


BODMVYN. 


This is mn corporation wad, FOG the 
right of voting is exerciſed by thirty-ſix indi- 
viduals; and this corporate body had long 
been under the direction of Mr. Hunt, Who 
repreſented it in parliament, for many years. 
Sir John Morſhead, Bart. has, however, con- 
trived to get theſe electors under his ma- 
nagement, and the late return was made under 
his patronage. The corporation has ſo con- 
trived to miſmanage matters, as to forfeit 
cheir charter ; and it is even doubted whether 
any legal election can now be made for mem- 
bers to repreſent this borough, till a new char- 
ter can be procured. In obtaining. this;in- 
ſirumens” the baronet is ſaid to meet with a 
powerful rival in Lord Grenville, who is fup- 
| poſed 


( 168 ) 
poſed to have taken a fancy to this borough, 
In that caſe his lordſhip may perhaps fill up 
the new charter with the names of the 
officers and clerks of ſome neighbouring 
dock-yard, as was done in the Saltaſh char. 
ter a few years ſince. However, this im- 
portant buſineſs will moſt probably be ſented 
before another ele don. b 


/ 


This borough firſt ſent members the 23 of 


Edward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 17 of 
Edward the Fourth, and reſtored the 1 of 
Edward the Sixth, 


Corporation the charter which is now 
forfeited, was granted the 15 of James the 
Firſt. It conſiſted of a mayor, cleven alder- 
men, and twenty-four burgeſſes. 


Right of election was in this corporation. 


Number of voters, Tir Hr. 


Return- 


q 109 * 


Returning officer, the mayor. 1 


Patron, Sir John Morſhead, Bart. 


 BOROUGHBRIDGE - 


Is a borough in the ſame pariſh with Ald- 
borough already. mentioned, and belongs to 
the ſame proprietor, the Duke of Newcaſtle. 
Though theſe two boroughs are in the ſame 
pariſh, the right of voting, as it is called, is 
different, In Aldborough, the right | is in the 
houſe-keepers ; in this borough, it is in the 
burgage-holders ; but as the houſes in the 
former, and the burgage-holds in the latter, 
are the property of one perſon, the whole 
ri ight of appointing members of parliament | 
is in fact veſted | in that perſon only. 


It firſt ſent members in 1 5s 51 the An A 
of Queen n | 


Corporations none. nal) emer v32ioot 15] 
Right 
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Right of election — no charter, nor reſolu- 
tion of the houſe to aſcertain this right. 


Number of voters, nominally Jixty-froe, ac- 
* only . 


' Returning officer, a bailiff eme at the 
court leet of the bord of the manor. 


Proprietor, Duke of Newcaſtle 
I At ei 117497 $0 gc al 
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: " BOSSINEY, alias TINTAGEL. 
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The freemen, or borough-men, as they are are 
called in this place, poſleſs the right of election | 
Though this borough has no corporation, nor 
ever had a charter, i © has a titular mayor, and 
titular” freemen; and this titular. body elect 
the members. It was in great danger of be- 
ing annihilated in 1781: only one of this titu- 
lar gat was then left in exiſtence; and the 


general 


general election happening in that year, the 
important taſk of electing two members of 
parliament reſted with this conſequential iu- 
dividual. A ſimilar circumſtance occurred in 
1790, when Richard Pennel being the only 
ſurviving member of the corporation under 
an old cha arter, returned two members to re- 
preſent the borough of Hellſtone. Richard 
Pennel has now got five and thirty aſſiſtants 
in the buſineſs of member-making ; and Ar- 
thur Wade, who in his own perſon preſerved 
the rights of his borough from becoming ex- 
tint, has alſo, -to,. en a ſimilar danger, 
had three more titular freemen added to 


himſelf for the fame ae e 


This titular borough is 0 the joint in- 
fluence, and at the joint diſpoſal of the 
Hon. Wortley Stuart, brother to the Mar- 
quis of Bute, and the Earl of Mount mn 
cumbe... "8, > 10 — 28 


It 
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It was firſt, ſummoned to ſend members 
the 7 of Edward the Sixth. 


„Minn. 
Corporation, one. 


Right of election no reſolution on this 
queſtion, but preſumed to be in thoſe who 
have free land in the borough, and live in the 
pariſh. This land belonging to the two no- 
blemen above mentioned, the right is of 
courſe in them. <1 


Number of voters, four. 
\ Returning officer, the titular ON 


W Earl of Mount e 
the Hon. Wortley Stuart. 


BOSTON. 


This borough is partly adi the/influ- 
ence of the Duke of Ancaſter, and partly un- 
der that of Thomas Fydel, Eſq. a very pu- 
lent merchant of this town, and one of its 


"4 | preſent 
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preſent members. There is alſo an indepen- 
dent party, which at preſent does not conſiſt of 
more than one third part of the eonſtituent 
body, and conſequently is incapable of oppoſ- 
ing the united ſtrength of the other two. This 
party, however, ſueckeeded in returning Mr. 
Watherſtone in 17843 and they propoſed, and 
very honourably to themſelves ſupported, Mr. 
Samuel Barnatd, a banker of the town, and u 
very reſpectable and independent character, at 
the laſt election, free of expence. At che cloſe 
of the poll, the numbers were 


For Mr. Fydel — - 290 
Lord Milſington— 261 
Mr. Barnard 4 95 ö 
Thus the cauſe of independence was for 
that time unſucceſsful ; but it is by no means 
{o certain that it will not ſucceed in bringing 
in one if not both members, at another eleg- 
tion. n 


L | This 
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45 This town ſent members to the national 
council the 11 of Edward the Third, was 
diſcontinued the 27 of the ſame reign, and re- 
ſtored the 1 of Edward the Sixth. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, a record- 
er, twelve aldermen, - eighteen common- 
council- men, a town clerk, judge, and mat- 
ſhal of the admiralty, a coroner, and two ſer- 
jeants at mace. b 


Right of election, 8 March, 1628, in the 
commonalty. 


20 March, 1711, only in the mayor, al- 
dermen, common- council, and freemen of the 
faid borough, reſident in it, and paying ſcot 
and lot. 1 


2 March, 1719, explained to mean ſuch 
freemen only as claim their freedom by birth 
or ſervitude, : no -: 

"LA | This 
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This laſt reſolution precludes ſuch of the 
freemen as obtain their freedom by purchaſe, 
of which deſcription there are many in the 
town of Boſton, 


Number of voters, three hundred and eighty. 


Patrons, Duke of Ancaſter, and Thomas 
Fydel, Eſq. 
BRACKLEY 
Is a corporation borough, in which che 


right of chooling members is in thirty-two 
individuals. 


It firſt ſent members the 1 off Edward the 
Sixth. 5 


Corporation is compoſed of a mayor, five 
aldermen, and twenty-ſix burgeſſes. 


12 Right 
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Right of election, 20 April, 1714, iu the 
mayor, aldermen, and * * 2 ſaid 
borough. | * 1 9: 
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Number of voters, thirty-two. 


_ * 4 „ N * 1 1 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


* i / 


hun n to: 200 
Patron, Duke of Bridgewater. 


BRAMBER. 

This borough conſiſts of about fourteen old 
thatched cottages, at the end of a long ſtreet, 
the upper part of which conſtitutes the bo- 
rough of Steyning, and alſo ſends two mem- 
bers to parliament, as well as this miſerable 
hamlet. The number of burgage-holds which 

give the right of voting for this borough, are 

fix and thirty, one moiety of which belong to 
the Duke of Rutland, the other to Lord 
Calthorpe; conſequently each of theſe noble- 
men returns a member. 


+> g * 3 * It 
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Enn! 
It ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued in the reign. of Ed- 
ward the Second, and res the 3* of 
HOP the Sith“. 


75 Seitn year 1298 to 1452; this borough 
Was joined with Steyning in the writs for 
electing members; ſince which time they have 
elected as erent boroughs. 
KWVOT Hod 

Right of eleQion, 18 January, 170 z. is in 
the perſons inhabiting houſes built on ancient 
foundations, paying ſcot and 3 


10 March, 7s 5, ame reſolution con- 
 irmeda 5d of view t Nils | 


Corporation, nene. 


+, 
i 


Number of voters, fourteen. 


©- 


Returning, officer, a conſtable appointed at 
the Duke of Norfolk's court leet. 


5 13 8 Pro- 
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Proprietors, Duke. of Rutland, and Lord 
Calthorpe. 


BRECON COUNTY. 


The influence of Sir Charles Morgan, Bart. 
procures at all times the undiſputed return of 
the member for this county. 


BRECON TOWN 


Is exaQtly under the ſame influence, as the 
county. 


It firſt ſent members with all the reſt of 
the principality of Wales in the reign of 
Henry the Eighth. 


Corporation conſiſts of two bailiffs, twelve 
aldermen, and fifteen common- council-men. 


Right of election in the earporation : and 
res FRO | 


Num- 
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Number of voters, one hundred, 


Returning officers, the two bailiffs, 
Patron, Sir Charles Morgan. 

? BRIDGENORTH 
Is under the influence of John Whitmore, 


Eſq. one of the directors of the Bank, who 
has a ſeat at Apley in the neighbourhood of 


the town, and whoſe anceſtors have repre- 


ſented it in all the parliaments ſince the 18 
of James the Firſt, 2B 


This borough has ſent members ever ſince 
the 23 of Edward the "=. without inter- 
miſſion.” 


Corporation conſiſts of two bailiffs annually 
elected out of twenty-four aldermen, by a 
jury of fourteen, together with a recorder, 


14 | forty- 


( 120 ) 
forty-eight common-council-men, a town 
clerk, and other officers. 


Right of election in the corporation and 
freemen within, and without the borough, 
by cuſtom. 


Number of voters, ſeven hundred. 
F Patron, John Whitmore, Eſq. 
. BRIDGEWATER. 


Earl Paulet has a partial influence in this 
borough, which procures the return of one of 
its members. The right of election is in the 
inhabitant. houſe- Keepers; but that right is 
circumſcribed here, as it is at Agmondeſham, 
Lewes, Guildford, Shrewſbury, and many 
other places, to the nia, of one half of 
member Fog — prong we ge te- 
colle 
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collect they are only members for a part of 
thoſe plates. Here is another very important 
defect in the preſent repreſentative ſyſtem. 
The few towns which have the privilege ot 
repreſentation in the legiſlature, have theit 
members either choſen by a corporation of 
from twelve to thirty ſelf. elected individuals, 
or where the right of election has been ſuf- 
fered to remain with the inhabitants, it has 
been confined to ſuch part of them as in- 
habit within a circle of a few yards in the 
centre or fag-end of the town, which has the 
name only. of electing members of parlia- 
ment. Lab; 

This borough has ſent members ever ſince 
the 23 of Edward the Firſt. - It was made a 
free borough by King John, and had a charter 


of incorporation from Henry the Fourth. 


Elizabeth granted it another charter in the 


29th, year of her reign. 


, 2 
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tion. 


6122) 
Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
two aldetmen, who ate juſtices of the peace, 
two bailiffs, and ecu gh commion-coun- 


cil-men. 


\ 


The bailiffs have the power of ſheriffs 
within the borough: the ſheriff of the county 
cannot ſend his FRA within their Junſdic. 


The revenues of this corporation are very 
conſiderable. They have the manor of the 
borough, the great and ſmal! tythes, and 
eſtates in Dorſetſhire, valued age at 


ten thouſand pounds per annum. 


Right of election. There are me leſs than 
four determinations reſpecting this right. 


7 December, 1669, it was reſolved to be 
in ſuch of the corporation only, who inba- 
bited — diviſion of the pariſh of Bridge · 
water, 
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e 
water, which is commonly called the borough, 
paying ſcot and lot within the ſaid diviſion. 


10 December, 1692, it was reſolved to be 


in thoſe that pay cot and lot ing the 
ſaid borough. 


9 March, 1769, if the mayor, aldermen, 
and capital burgeſſes, are not inhabitants, 
though they pay ſcot and lot, yet they have 

no right to vote. 


14 March, 1769, the inhabitants of the 
caſtern and weſtern diviſion of the pariſh of 
Bridgewater have no right to vote for re- 
preſentatives; but the right of election is in 
the inhabitants of that diviſion of the ſaid 
pariſh, which'is commonly called the borough, 
paying ſcot and lot within the ſaid A" 
and in them only. | 


Namber evil two hundred and ſeventy. 
Re- 


- ood. — anew) + * * 0 
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Returning officer, the mayor... 
Patron, Earl Paulet, one member. 


vx 
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a ene Rö en: 
Is one of the very few boroughs in Great 
Britain which can lay a poſitive claim to in- 
dependence. The treaſury made an unſuc- 
ceſsful attempt to bring in one member at the 
laſt election, and ſent Mr. Burgeſs, brother-in- 
law to the late Serjeant Watſon, who had 
been choſen for this borough on the intereſt 
of the diſſenters, on a preſumption that as he 


had formerly been a ſectarian miniſter, he 

would have adhered to the independent po- 

litical principles almoſt univerſally profeſſed 

by diſſenters of every denomination; but the 

reverend Serjeant adopting a different line of 

conduct, he would not have procured his re- 

eleQion for this borough, had the chief juſ- 

3 ticeſhip of India allowed him avocation to 
try 


„ 
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try the experiment. Mr. Burgeſs, therefore, 
adventuring upon apoſtate recommendation, 
had the mortification to find the borough of 


-ridport| was not to be alarmed into a ſur- 
render of its Webel 


The fate of > # poll was as e follows: 


2 


Barclay 1 36 


einen been enn 19 
Burgeſs, = 1 N Dil 
be Ws is de; e809 * 
This borough firſt ſen members 4 2 3 * 
Edward the Firſt. 1410 14 


Corporation. It was made a borough by 
Henry the Third, and afterwards received 
two other charters from Henry the Eighth 
and Elizabeth; but the charter under which 
it 18 governed at preſent. was granted by 


James the Firſt, The corporation is compoſed 
of two bailiffs, thirteen wn te, a 
recorder, and town clerk, x. 11 
3 5 


( 26 ) 

| Right of election—2 April, 1628, reſoly. 
ed that the commonalty in general ought to 
have votes in the election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for the borough of Bridport. 


5 May, 171 5, that it is in all the inhabi- 


inats not receiving alms. 
2 March, 1762, reſolved that the words, 
* commonalty in general,” extend only to 
inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. 
Number of voters, two hundred and thirty. 
L Returning officers, the two bailiffs.. 
Patron! none. 
RIS. 
| This dt). which is the ſecond in England 


in population and in wealth, has been brought 


„  ..,. -s 531 2 2 
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it 


1 
as compleatly under ariſtocratic influence by 
the management of a few leading men, and 
the folly of the electors, as the borough of 
Old Sarum. The freemen have | ſuffered | 
themſelves to be parcelled out into a Whig 
and a Tory elub. Two or three individuals, 
who have more ſenſe than their followers, 
put thetnſelves at the head of each of theſe 
unmeaning affociations, and by inflaming the 
paſſions of each party, keep up a rancorous 
animoſity againſt each other. To give the 
appearance of greater weight and conſe- 
quence to their reſpective factions, a no- 
bleman is ſought out for a patron, who 


condeſcends to make them his tools. The 
Whigs have recourſe to the Duke of Port- 
land, and the Tories to the Duke of Beau- 
fort; each of whom recommends a candidate; 


and as both the noble patrons happen io be 


on the miniſterial fide of the queſtion, the 
leaders of each faction pretend to feel great 
concern for the peace of tbe city, and 

| expreſs 
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expreſs the moſt earneſt wiſhes to preveut 
che expences and debauchery attendant on 
the preſent mode of conducking à Briſtol con- 
teſt; and as it was previouſly ſettled by their 
patrons, the leaders of the clubs recommend 
the nomination of a candidate by each party, 
N and a coalition of the two againſt any other 

gentleman who may offer himſelf, or be pro- 

poſed by any independent freeman. 


Thus the freedom of election is ſacrificed 
to the ſelf-intereſt of a few individuals, and 
the prejudices of the multitude ate made ws 
ſervient to their meaſures. | 


At the laſt election Lord Sheffield was no- 
minated by the Whig, and Mr. Bragge by 
the Tory club. Mr. Hobhouſe was propoſed 
as a candidate by ſome of the independent 
freemen; but the event of one day's poll 
convinced them how inadequate the ſpirit of 
independence was to a contention with ſuch 

| a weight 


6129 
a weight of influence, prejudice, and folly. 
The numbers on the poll were — 
k | | 
For Mr. Bragge = 364 
Lord Sheffield SY” ont 
Mr. Hobhouſe 102 


Right of election, in the freeholders, hav- 
ing freeholds of forty ſhillings a year, and 
the free burgeſſes. 


Briſtol has ſent members ever ſince the 2 3 
of Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
high ſteward; eleven aldermen, two ſheriffs, 
forty-eight common-<council-men, town-clerk, 
and other officers. Briſtol was made a mayor 


town at the beginning of the reign of Henry 


the Third ; and in the 47 of Edward the 
Third, it was made a county of itſelf, inde- 
pendent of Glouceſterſhire and Somerſetſhire. 


KK 4, Number 
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Number of voters, five thouſend, 


Returning officers, the two ſheriffs. 


Patrons, Duke of Beaufort and Duke of 
Portland. | 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


The influence of this county is at preſent 
poſſeſſed by the Duke of Portland and Mar- 
quis of Buckingham, who each return a 
member. 


BUCKINGHAM BOROUGH. 


This is not the county town, as might be 
ſuppoſed from the name, but an inſignificant 


borough, compoſed of leſs than two hundred 
houſes. 


The right of election here, as at Bewdley, 
Malmeſbury, 


"IT + © — "IL. 4 © 1 e . 


(gt /) | 
Malmeſbury, and ſeveral other boroughs, is 
veſted in a corporation of thirteen individuals, 
who are all the dependents of the Marquis of 
Buckingham. 


7 12 


It firſt ſent members the 1 1 of Edward the 
Third, was diſcontinued the next year, and 
reſtored the 36 of Henry the Eighth. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, and twelve 
burgeſſes. | 


Right of election, November 11, 1690, 
is in the bailiff, and twelve burgeſſes only. 


Number of voters, thtrteer. 
Patron, Marquis of Buckingham, ' 


CALLINGTON. 


The right of election in vhis borough is in 
lixty-two burgage tenures, the major part of 
K 2 which 
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which belong to Lord Clinton, and the re- 
mainder to Mr. Buller, and Mr. Coryton. 


It was the laſt borough in Cornwall that 


was ſummoned to ſend members; it returned 
none till the 27 of Elizabeth. 


Corporation, none. Regs 


Right of election. No determination of the 
houſe; but the cuſtom at preſent limits it to 
burgage tenures paying ſcot and lot. The 
freeholders alſo have a dormant claim; but 
the inhabitants paying {cot and lot exerciſed 
that privilege formerly, and are preſumed to 
have the beſt right. 


Number of voters, nominally faxty=two, 
actually only one. 


| Returning officer, a portreve choſen at the 


court leet of the lord of the manor. | 


. Proprietor, Lord Clinton, Wm: 
CALNE. 


1 


CALNE. 


The right of election here is in a corpora- 


tion of twenty-four ancient burgeſſes, who 
are under the patronage of the Marquis of 
Lanſdown; theſe burgeſſes are appointed by 
two guild ſtewards, who are choſen annually 
by the remaining twenty-two burgeſſes, fo 
that the ſtewards appoint the burgeſſes, the 
burgeſſes appoint the ſtewards, and the major 
part of the two chooſe the members of par- 


liament. 


ff 


This, borough has ſent members ſince the 
23 of Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation, as above deſcribed. 


Right of election is in the inhabitants of 
the borough having a right of common, and 


being ſworn at Ogbourn court, December 22, 
1710. 


25 Fe- 
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25 February, 1723, is in the ancient bur- 
geſſes of the ſaid borough only. 


Number of voters, teventy-four, 
Returning officers, the guild ſtewards, 


Patron, Marquis of Lanſdown. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


Is at preſent under the joint influence of 
the Duke of Rutland and the Earl of Hard. 


wick, 


CAMBRIDGE BOROUGH. *” 


This borough is entirely under” the in- 
fluence of the Duke of Rutland, whole agent 
during his minority is John Mortlake, Eſq. 
a banker of this town. This gentleman holds 
the lucrative offices of receiver-general of the 
poſt-office in London, and commiſſioner of 
the tax- office; but it is ſaid he only holds the 
WW fſliormer 
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former as /ocum tenens to a lady of rank, who 
is ſuppoſed to receive the perquiſites of that 


place, 


Cambridge ſent members the 23 of Ed- 
ward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 17 of 
Edward the Fourth, and reſtored the 33 of 
Henry the Eighth. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


high ſteward, twelve aldermen, two bailiffs, | 
and a common-council, | 4 | 


Right of election, 24 February, 1709, in 
the mayor, bailiffs, and freemen, not receiv- 
ing alms. 


Number of voters, #29 hundred. 


Returning officers, the bailiffs. 


Patron, Duke of Rutland. 
K 4 CAM- 


1 of James the Firſt. 
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| CAMBRIDGE. UNIVERSITY. 


The influence of this learned body is ai. 
ways with the miniſter for the time being. 


The two univerſities firſt ſent members 


Right of election, in the doctors ana ma- 
ſters of arts only. 


Number of voters, 4we/ve hundred. 


Returning officers, the vice-chancellor and 


heads of colleges. 
Preſent patron, Right Hon. W. Pitt. 


CAMELFORD. 


This borough has for many years been 


under the management and influence of Sir 
Jonathan Phillips, knight, and the right of 
5 voting 


© 2 
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voting was aſſumed by a corporation of 
ſeventeen freemen. At the laſt election, 
Lord Preſton and Robert Adair, Eſq. became 
candidates on the right of the inhabitants 
paying ſcot and lot. The ſeventeen freemen 
polled for Mr. Denniſon, jun. and Mr. An- 
gerſtein, who were ſupported by the patron; 
and Lord Preſton and Mr. Adair tendered 0 
the votes of twenty- eight inhabitant houſe- | 4 1 
. keepers, paying ſcot and lot. Theſe were all 
refuſed by the mayor, who acted as return- 
ing officer. A petition was therefore pre- 


ſented to the houſe on the meeting of the = 
preſent parhament, by the latter candidates, | | 
in behalf of the right of the houſe- holders. 
The committee determined that the right 
in ſuch of the freemen only as were reſident 
houſe-keepers within the borough, paying 
ſcot and lot. There being only nine out of 
the ſeventeen, who reſide within the borough, 
the right of voting is now reduced to that 
number. The whole nine having voted for 
9 — Mr. 
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Mr. Denniſon and Mr. Angerſtein, they kept 
their ſeats, and Sir Jonathan Phillips keeps 
. the borough for the preſent. 


As the borough itſelf 1s moſtly the pro- 
perty of the Duke of Bedford, the influence 
of it muſt of courſe be ſubject to him at a 
future election. 


This borough has ſent members ſince the 
6 of Edward the Sixth. 


Right of election, 1796, in ſuch of the 
burgeſſes as are reſident houſe-keepers and 
pay ſcot and lot. 7 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, eight 
capital burgeſſes, and ten freemen, only nine 
of whom are reſident, and thereby qualified 


to vote for members of parliament. 


Number of voters, nine. 


Return- 


., 


(9 ) 
Returning officer, the mayor, 


Patron, Sir Jonathan Phillips, knight, 


CANTERBURY 


Is one of the few places which remain in- 
dependent of a patron. The late. members, 
Sir John Honeywood and Mr. Gipps, were 
ſupported with the weight of miniſterial 


influence, which it is well known is not Us 
inconſiderable, at the laſt election; but Mr. 5 
Sawbridge, ſon of the late venerable and * 


reſpected member for London, and Mr. 
Baker a neighbouring country gentleman, 
were ſucceſsful on the independent intereſt. 
The numbers on the poll were 


For J. Baker, Eg. 774 iq | 
8. E. Sawbridge, Eſq. - 744 | 

Sir J. Honeywood - - 724 
Seo. Gipps, Eq. - - 704 


This election was declared void on the 
| 7 | _ petition 
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petition of Sir John Honeywood and Mr. 
Gipps. On the ſecond election, which was 
held gn Friday, March the-17th, the mini. 
ſerial candidates were defeated by a more 


deciſive majority ; the numbers being— 


For }. Baker, Eſq. - — 485 
8. E. Sawbridge, Eſq. - 470 
Sir J. Honeywoodd - 195 


Mr. . 2 32 "y 


This election was the free voice of the 
people; for there was neither a cockade given, 
2 houſe opened, nor any one act uſed which 
could be conſtituted daa * corruption. 


| "This city has ſent members ever ; ſince the 
. 23 of Edward the Firft, 


| Companion is. governed by a mayor, 
recorder, twelve aldermen, a ſheriff, and twen- 
ty-four common-council-men, who, have a 
town clerk, ſword-bearer, and four ſerjeants 
at MACE. 


Right 
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Right of election, in the freemen at large. 


NN umber of voters, fifteen bundred. T1 
Returning officer, the ſheriff. 1 
Patron, none. 


CARDIFF . 


Is under the patronage of the Marquis of 
Bute, who obtained it by marriage with the 
heireſs of the late Lord Windſor, together 
with Cardiff caſtle, and the extenſive eſtates ß 
that nobleman. | 1 


It firſt ſent a member the 27 of Henry the 


Eighth, | 
Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, who is 1 
conſtable of the caſtle, two bailiffs, ten alder- 1 


men, and twelve common-council-men. | 


Right of due, in the burgeſſes of Car- 
g diff, , 
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diff, Aberavon, Cowbridge, Kenfig, Lantri- 
pent, Neath, Lougher, and Swanſea, 


Number of voters, one thouſand, 


* 


Patron, Marquis of Bute. 
CARDIGAN SHIRE. 


The intereſt of the Earl of Liſburne and 
Lord Cawder carries the election in this 
county. 


CARDIGAN TOWN: 


The intereſt which commands this borough 
is very much divided. The Earl of Liſburne, 
Lord Cawder, Thomas Johnes, Eſq. of Croft 
Caſtle, John Adams, Eſq. Edward Loveden, 
Eſq. and Thomas Powel, Eſq. of Nanteis, have 
each a powerful influence. Mr. Johnes has 
the preponderating weight: and as he at pre- 

ſent 
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ſent repreſents the county under the joint in- 
fluence of the Earl of Liſburne and Lord 
Cawder, he has permitted thoſe noblemen al- 
ternately to nominate to this borough. 


It has ſent a member ſince the 27 of Henry 
the Eighth, 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, two bail- 


iffs, and twelve aldermen, 


Right of election, 7 May, 17230, in the bur- 
geſſes at large of the boroughs of Cardigan, 
Aberyſtwith, Lampeter, and Atpar, only. 
Number of voters, twelve hundred. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patrons, Thomas Johnes, Eſq. &c. &c. 


CAR- 
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CARLISLE. 

The influence of this city has been conteſt- 
ed for many years with great exertion and 
expence, by the Duke of Norfolk and the 
Earl of Londſdale, but has always been de- 
cided in favour of the former, to the no ſmall 
joy and ſatisfaction of the inhabitants of this 
city, and thoſe of the ſurrounding country. 


The whole number of electors in this city 
are near ſeven hundred, a conſiderable majo- 
rity of whom being adverſe to the Lonſdale 

influence, the noble Earl, who had the cor- 
_ poration though not the freemen on his ſide, 
prevailed on the former to create no leſs than 
fourteen hundred additional or honorary free- | 
men in one day, who were moſtly ſeleed 
from the collieries and eſtates of his Lord- 
ſhip. „ 


This 
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This precedent, had it been eſtabliſhed and 
purſued, would have enabled the corporations 
in many boroughs to effect the moſt extenſive 


unc vationt, Without the aſſiſtance of an act 


of parliament: it however happened other- 
wiſe. The right of theſe fourteen hundred 
ſaggote has been three times tried upon peti- 
tion, and once upon appeal, by committees of 
the houſe of commons, and every time decid- 


ed againſt them. 


At the laſt election, the noble Earl hav- 
ing had a final deciſion againſt his ho- 
norary freemen, offered two candidates, Sir 
james Graham, and Edward Knubley, Eſq. 
for the ſuffrages of the ſeven hundred legal 


freemen whom he had attempted to re- 


duce to the moſt abject inſignificance by the 
late creation of honorary electors: and ſuch is 
the ſtate of human weakneſs, or the power of 
ariſtocratic influence, that it was doubtful for 
i-ycral days whether their old champion, and 
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defender of their rights, Mr. Curwen, who 
had been at the expence of four conteſts, and 


four controverted petitions in maintaining the 
very privilege they were about to exerciſe, 


would be re-elected their member. 


The poll was protracted by the Lonſdale 
party for fifteen days, the longeſt period per- 
mitted by law, though it might have been 
concluded in one. At the final cloſe of the 
election, however, the cauſe of virtue and 


independence triumphed ; the numbers be- 


ing 


1 


For John Chriſtian Curwen, Eſq. 399 
Sir Frederic Fletcher Vane, = 390 
Sir James Graham - — 288 
Edward Knubley, Eſq. — - 277 


A petition has been preſented againſt the 
return by the unſucceſsful candidates, but 
perhaps 
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perhaps with as little proſpect of ſucceſs as at- 
tended the four former ones. 


This city ſent members the 23 of Edward 


the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 17 of Edward 


the Fourth, and reſtored the 33 of Henry the 
Eighth. | | 


Corporation. Notwithſtanding the former 
charters, the corporation is now deemed pre- 
icriptive. Its preſent form is derived from 
a charter of Charles the Firſt, conſiſting of a 
mayor, recorder, eleven aldermen, two bail- 
ifs, and twenty-four capital burgeſſes. There 
are likewiſe in the corporation eight trading 
companies or guilds, whoſe privileges are pre- 
ſeriptive; namely, the merchants, tanners, 
ſkinners, butchers, tailors, weavers, ſhoe- 
makers, and ſmiths. Perſons born the fons 
of freemen, or having ſerved a regular ap- 
prenticeſhip to freemen, and having been ad- 
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mitted to the - brotherhood of any of. theſe 
guilds, are entitled to the freedom of the 
city, and the privilege of voting for members 


of parliament. 


Right of election There are three. differ- 
ent determinations on the journals reſpeQing 
this right: but as the laſt was upon an appeal, 
and therefore made final by the late amend- 
ment of the Grenville AQ, I ſhall only tran- 
ſcribe this, as it is to govern all future elections 


for this city. 


3 March, 1791, reſolved that the right of 
election for the city of Carlifle, in the county 
of Cumberland, is in the freemen of the ſaid 
city, duly admitted and ſworn freemen of the 
ſaid city, having been previouſly admitted. bre- 
thren of one of the eight guilds: or occupa- 
tions of the ſaid city, and deriving, their title 


to ſuch freedom by being ſons of freemen, or 


by 
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by ſervice of ſeven years' apprenticeſhip to a 
freeman reſident, during ſuch apprenticeſhip, 


within the ſaid city, and in no others. 


This determination expunges every claim 
of the fourteen hundred honorary freemen. 


Number of voters, fix hundred and eighty- 
fue. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 
Patron, Duke of Norfolk. 


CARMARTHENSHIRE. 


Lord Dynevor has a confiderable intereſt in 
this county, but it is not abſolute. 


CARMARTHEN BOROUGH. 


Very powerful exertions, and ſuch as can- 


L 3 not 


6 | 
not be ſaid to be ftrialy conſtitutional, have 


been made at the two laſt elections, to over- 


turn the independence of this borough; the 
firſt by the right reverend father in God, Doc- 
tor Horſley, now biſhop of Rocheſter, who 
was at that time biſhop of St. David's, who, 
in his zeal for church diſcipline, and the pre- 
ſervation of thoſe two wholeſome ſcourges, the 
teſt and corporation acts, ſo far forgot his at- 
tachment to the conſtitution at the moment, as 
to write the following letter to ſuch of the 
clergy of his dioceſe who had votes for the 


town of Carmarthen. 


« Aberguilly, Auguſt 24, 1785. 

« Sir William Manſel has declared himſelf a 
candidate for the borough of Carmarthen in 
© the next parliament ; I cannot refrain from 


*« declaring that he has my heartieſt good 
„ wiſhes. 


Mr. Phillips, the preſent member, has 


9 & received 
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« received the thanks of the Diſſenters, for 


« the part he took in a late attempt to over- 
« throw our excellent eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, 
« by the repeal of the corporation and teſt acts; 
« which | will venture to pronounce, are as 77 /e 
« and ſalutary laws as any in our code, By this 
« jt is eaſy to gueſs what part he is likely to 
« take in any future attempt for that purpoſe. 
« [ truſt I ſhall not have the mortification to 


« find a ſingle clergyman in my dioceſe, who 


„vill be ſo falſe to his own character and 
fame, and to his duty to the eſtabliſhed 
church, as to give his vote to a man who 
« has ventured ts diſcover ſuch principles. 

« 1 am, Rev. Sir, 

«* You affectionate brother and ſervant, 


« SAMUEL ST. David's.” 


This pious letter did not operate at all to 
Mr. Phillips's diſadvantage; on the contrary, 
it ſerved to confirm, in the enlightened part of 
the electors, that eſteem for the liberality and 
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juſtice of their member's principles, which has 
been manifeſted to him by their re-eleQicn 
of him at that period, and again in 1796, free 


of all expence. 


At the laſt election, an attempt was made 
by Lord Dynevor to eſtabliſh a patronage in 
this borough, but with as little ſucceſs as had 
before attended the exertions of the ortho. 
dox biſhop. Mr. Magens, brother-in-law to 
Lord Dynevor, was propoſed as a candidate; 
and the mayor, by refuſing admiſſion. to ſe- 
veral freemen who had a legal claim to it, and 
thereby depriving Mr. Phillips of their votes, 
made a colourable majority on the poll for the 
former; but a petition was in conſequence 
preſented to the houſe, which was one of che 
firſt brought to a deciſion in the preſent par- 
liament, when Mr. Magens's election was 
declared void, and Mr. Phillips determined to 
be duly eleQed. 


This 


C283 


This borough has ſent.a member ſince the 
27 of Henry the Eighth, 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
two ſheriffs, and twenty common-council- 
men, of which number ſuch as have ſerved 


the office of mayor are ſtyled aldermen. 


Right of election, 7 March, 1727, is in the 
burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, 


Number of voters, one hundred and forty. 
Returning officers, the ſheriffs. 


Patron, none. 


it is a duty to which the eleQors of this 
borough are peculiarly entitled, to ſtate that 
they not only elected Mr. Phillips free of all 
expence, but likewiſe defrayed the charges of 


he petition, and at his return to his conſtitu- 


k ag T 


ents, 
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ents, his entrance into Carmarthen reſembled 
in ſome degree the triumph of a Roman con- 
queror. „His electors came ſeveral miles on 
the road to meet him and welcome his return. 
The principal gentlemen of the county joined 
the proceſſion in their carriages, and the inha- 
bitants of that part of the country all joined 
inthe reſpect that was ſhewn to their in- 
depen dent member. How different muſt 
his conduct have appeared to the divine 
viſion of abiſhop, and the vulgar eye of the 


people ! 
CARNARVONSHIRE. 


The leading intereſts in this county are 
thoſe of the Earl of Uxbridge and Lord 
Bulkeley. It is underſtood that theſe noble 
lords have agreed that the former ſhall not 
oppoſe the latter in this eounty, nor the latter 
oppoſe the former in Angleſea. Notwith- 
ſtanding this agreement, an oppoſition was 

made 


* 


(39. 3 
made at the laſt election to Sir Robert Wil- 
liams, the gentleman who had the intereſt of 
Lord Bulkeley, and againſt the powerful 
union of theſe noblemen; but it was at- 
tended with very little ſucceſs, the num- 
bers at the cloſe of the poll being— 


For Sir Robert Williams 690 
Lord Penrhyn - 3970 


It was in this conteſt that the adventure of 
ihe boxing biſhop occurred, which has been 
the ſubject of an indictment, and a public 
trial, the particulars of which are too gene- 


rally known to require recapitulation. 


CARNARVON BOROUGH. 


This borough is at preſent under the pa- | 
tronage of the Earl of Uxbridge ; but his in- | 


!|!uence is by no means abſolute or ſecure. 
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It ſent members ſince the 27 of Henry the 
Eighth, 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, who is 
conſtable of the caſtle, one alderman, two 


bailiffs, a common-council, town-clerk, &c. 
Right of election, in the burgeſſes of Car- 
narvon, Criccieth, Pwllely, Nevin, and Con- 
way. 
Number of voters, eu, hundred. 
Returning officers, the mayor and bailiffs. 
Patron, Earl of Uxbridge. 


CASTLE RISING. 


This borough is not quite ſo deſtitute of 
inhabitants as Old Sarum and Midhurſt, 


thoſe places not having a houſe, cottage, or 
hut 
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nut in either of them. In Caſtle Riſing 
there are TWO HOUSES, which return 
TWO MEMBERS TO PARLIAMENT. In the 
city of Weſtminſter, twenty thouſand houſes 
ſend the ſame number: Birmingham, Man- 
cheſter, and Sheffield, which on an average 
contain fifteen thouſand houſes each, have 
10 repreſentation.— Can any thing demon- 
rate in more powerful colours the imper- 
c and inadequate ſtate of the repreſenta- 
ion of this country, or prove more forcibly 


che neceſſity and juſtice of reform? 


Caſtle Riſing was formerly a conſiderable 
place: but the harbour becoming choaked up 
with ſand, it loſt its trade and inhabitants, and 


became a deſerted village. 


t has ſent members ſince the ; of Philip 
and Mary. | | 


Corporation. It has a corporation com- | 


poled 


„ 


poſed of a few dependents of the two proprie- 
tors of the borough. 


Right of election, in the burgeſſes compoſ- 
ing this corporation, who never ſee the bo- 
rough except at an election. 


£ 


Number of voters, actually only to. 
Returning officer, the nominal mayor. 


Proprietors, Earl Cholmondeley, and Rich- 
ard Howard, Eſq. receiver general of the 
land-tax for the city of London, and county 
of Middleſex. 


CHESTER COUNTY. 
This county is repreſented: by compromiſe 


like moſt other counties. Each party ſends 


one member. 


CHES- 


16 
CHESTER CITY. 


Farl Groſvenor has the abſolute com- 
mand of this city, which he has poſſeſſed for 
more than a century. This influence is 
maintained by his lordſhip obtaining a leaſe 
from the crown of a number of tenements in 
this city, belonging to the earldom of Cheſter, 
which he permits the corporation, who are all 
his dependents, to let from year to year to 


ſuch freemen only as they find no difficulty 


in commanding. 


The tenements are let at low rents ; and the 
poſſeſſion of them operates ſo far on the fears 
and neceſſities of the occupiers, as to ſecure 
their obedience to the dictates of their ma- 
ters z perſons in this fituation ſeldom. reflect 


that their indifference in the choice of their 


repre- 


— — 
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repreſentatives occaſions them to pay more 
in taxes than they ſave in their rents. 


Ralph Eddowes, Eſq. a merchant of this 
city, of great reſpectability and opulent for- 
tune, who has ſome years ſince left this coun. 
try for America, oppoſed this torrent of in- 
fluence for ſome years, and obtained a deci- 
ſion of the Court of King's Bench againſt the 
validity of their laſt charter, granted by 
Charles the Second, by which the corpora- 
tion were to chooſe each other, and thereby 
reſtored the more liberal charter of Henry 
the Seventh, which directed the choice of the 
twenty-four aldermen to be made by the 
twenty - four companies, including the whole 
body of freemen, and that the ſaid election 
ſhould be annually renewed. This charter 
did not confer any new privileges on the 
town, but ſimply confirmed thoſe which had 
in former times been enjoyed. 

The 


| © a} 1 | | 
The political hiſtory of this city is of much | 
importance, and diſplays in glowing charac- 
ters the arbitrary ſyſtem of the two laſt reigns | 
of the Stuart family. It is fully given in the | 
Hiſtory of the Boroughs, but extends beyond 
the limits to which the brevity of this work 
is confined. 


This city, as well as the county, firſt ob- 
tained the right of ſending members to par- 
lament, by ſtatute 34 and 35 of Henry the 
Eighth, c. 15. | 

Corporation ſhould © confiſt of a mayor, 
choſen by the whole body of the freemen, 
twenty-four aldermen choſen annually by the 


twenty-four trading companies, and a com- 
mon- council to be elected in the ſame manner 
as the aldermen, with a recorder, town-clerk, 
ſneriff, to be choſen annually in the ſame 
manner with the mayor, two keepers of the 
zuild, and other officers. ; 1 f 
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All che above offices exiſted before the 
charter of Henry, which granted no new of. 
fices or privileges, but ſimply confirmed the 
ancient cuſtoms of the place, and gave an in- 
violable ſanction to the original right every 
citizen had to chooſe all the principal officers 
of the corporation. 


The aldermen of London were alſo choſen 
annually, till their continuance in office for life 
was eſtabliſked by act of parhament. 'Theſe 
ancient cuſtoms are a full proof of the free- 
dom that exiſted in cities in ancient times, as 
explained in the introduction to this work, 
when every tything, or ten houle-keepers, 
choſe their tything-man; every hundred, their 
centurion, or conſtable; and every diviſion of 
a city or county, cheir ealdorman, or alder- 
man; one of which laſt was annually choſen 
by the freemen, to preſide over his diſtrict for 
one year. : 


Right 


( 263 | 
Right of election, 2 December, 1690, in 
the freemen. of the city of Cheſter, . 


Number of voters, one thouſand. 
Patron, Earl Groſvenor. 


CHICHESTER, 


The Duke of Richmond influences the te- 
turn of one member, and till the year 1784. 
he nominated both; but fo inſecure is the in- 


tereſt he now maintains in this city, that it 
would not require any formidable exertion of 


wealth or ability to overturn it altogether. 
It is ſupported at preſent by the corporation 
only, who are moſtly his dependants; but he 
has neither the influence. of property in the 
town, nor popularity amongſt the people, 0 
ſecure the obedience of the electors. 


George. White Thomas, TA a eonclenan 
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of the tieighbourhood, ſucceeded in ditect op. 
poſition to the duke in 1784: and if he had 
not found it more convenient to come into 
parliament with the nominee of the Duke of 
Richmond without oppoſition or expence, 
he might have brought in a colleague with 


' as great caſe as he came into parliament 
himſelf, 


The electors will not ſubmit to a coalition 
between theſe two intereſts; they would con- 
ſider ſuch' a junction to produce the ſame 
effect as ſuffering the Duke of Richmond to 
nominate the two members. Was ſuch an 


agreement to take place, it would infallibly 


+> — A cat oc ti tis oat ar. „„ 


be the means of ouſting both parties. 


| | This city has ſent members ever ſince the 
| 23 of Edward the Firſt, 


g Corporation. By charter of James the Se- 
cond, it is governed by a mayor, recorder, 


| — and 


; ( 165 ) - 
and thirty-eight c£ommon-counci-men : all 
who have ſerved the office of mayor, are 


ſtyled aldermen, 


Right of election, in the tohebitant houſe- 
keepers paying ſcot and lot. | | 


Number of voters, fix hundred and fifty. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Duke of Richmond, one member, 


0 


CHIPPINGHAM. 


The right of election in this borough is 
yet, like many others, undecided. The cor- 
poration, which conſiſts of a bailiff and eleven 
burgeſſes, claimed the excluſive right of vot- 
ing for members in 1624, when the houſe 
reſolved that the burgeſſes and freemen, more 
chan twelve, have voices in the election. 


This deciſion gave riſe to another queſtion 
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in 174t, Who are meant by burgeſſes and 
freemen? when the following propoſition 
was put to the houſe. That the words, “ bur. 
e peſſes and freemen,” mean only ſuch bur. 
ceſſes and freemen, as are inhabitant houſe. 
holders of the ancient houſes, called free or 
burgage houſes within the faid borough. 


This propoſition paſſed in the negative, 

The right is therefore ſtill unconfirmed, 
though exerciſed by this deſcription of people 
who inhabit ſuch houſes, which are one hun- 
dred and twenty- -five in number. 


Theſe burgage houſes are moſtly the pro- 


perty of Sir Samuel Fludyer, Bart. and 


Henry Dawkins, Efq. who nominate the 
members, | 


T his borough ſent members 23 of Edward 


the Firſt, was te 2 of Edward the 


Second, 
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gecond, and reſtored the 4 of Edward the 
Corporation, by charter of Queen Mary, 
conſiſts of a bailiff, and eleven burgeſſes. 


Number of voters, one hundred and twenty 


foe. 


Right of election undetermined, 
Returning officer, the bailiff. 


Proprietors, Sir Samuel Fludyer, Bart. and 
Henry Dawkins, Eſq. 
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CHRISTCHURCH. OH 


This inſignificant borough was for many 
years under the abſolute controul of Edward | 


Hooper, Eſq. of Herne Court in this neigh- | 
bourhood, who in conſequence obtained a 
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commiſſioner's place in the cuſtoms. - From 
him, it came under the management of Lord 
Malmeſbury, who appears to have been R 
moſt unfortunate negotiator with the elec- 
tors; for he had ſcarce obtained the pa- 
tronage, when the celebrated George Roſe, 
Eſq. of Treaſury notoriety, ſtepped in and 
carried the borough in triumph. Mr. Roſe 
has now purchaſed the right of the fiſhery, 
and other property in the borough, which has 
made him abſolute proprietor. 


4 


Right of election, in the inhabitants houſe- 


holders paying ſcot and lot; but at preſent 
aſſumed and exerciſed by the corporation ex- 
cluſive of the ancient electors. | 


Chriſtchurch has ſent members ever ſince 
the 13 Elizabeth, without intermiſſion. | 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


aldermen, bailiffs, and a common; council. 
8 | Return- 
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Returning officer, the mayor. 


Number of voters, twenty-four. 


Proprietor, George Roſe, Eſq. ſecretary to 
the Treaſury, clerk to the Houſe of Lords, 
maſter of the Pleas, verdurer of the New 
Foreſt, &c. &c. &c. 


CIRENCESTER 


Has been many years influenced in the re- | 
turn of one of its members, by the family of 
Ear! Bathurſt, who has a ſeat in the neigh- 
bourhood, and - poſſeſſes a conſiderable pro- 
perty in the town and its vicinity, His 
lordſhip is alſo lord of the manor of this bo- 
rough; and his ſteward aſſumes the powers of 
returning officer, the charter having been 
forfeited ſo long ſince as the reign of Eli- 
abeth, 


A great 
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A great part of this town, like moſt others 
where the right of election is popular, has no 
ſhare in the exerciſe of that right. The in- 
habitants of the Abbey, the Emery, and the 
Springate-lane, three diſtricts of the town, 


are excluded from the right of voting, by a 


reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, paſſed 
December 8, 1709. 


Mr. Creſwell came into parliament on the 
independent intereſt in conjunction with Earl 
Bathurſt's member in 1768, as did Mr. Preſ- 
ton, one of the preſent members, in 1790. 

N | | 

A very warm conteſt took place at this 

town on the laſt election; but Lord Bathurſt's 


candidate was at the head of the poll; the 
numbers at the cloſe being - 


For M. H. Beach, Eſq. = 3094 

R. Preſton, Eſq. ” - 347 

J. Howell, Eq. - +» 231 
The 
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The two laſt gentlemen ftood on the in- 


dependent intereſt, though not conjointly. 


Cirenceſter was incorporated by Henry the 


Fourth, but never ſerit members till the 13 
of Elizabeth. It is remarkable, that, While 


this town had a charter and a corporation, it 


ſent no members to parliament; but ſince its 
charter has been cancelled, it has ſent mem- 
bers without intermiſſion. 


A moſt important reſolution, reſpecting 
the right of election in general throughout 
England, ſtands on the journals of the Houſe 
of Commons, on the firſt petition from this 
town to aſcertain that right. It is a full con- 
firmation of the original univerſal right of 
houſe-holders to vote in elections, which has 
been proved to have exiſted in the preceding 
pages of this work. 


May 21, 1624. Reſolved, That where 


there 
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chere is no cuſtom nor charter for election to 


the contrary, there the inhabitant houſe-bolders 


ought to make the election. 


November 4, 1690. The inhabitants of 
Cirenceſter receiving a charitable donation 
called bye money, have not a right to vote, &c, 


Paſſed in che negative. 


The inhabitants of Cirenceſter, being in- 
mates, have not a right to vote, &c. 


Paſſed in the affirmative. 


December 8, 1709. The inhabitants of the 
Abbey, the Emery, and the Springate-lane, 
have no right to vote, &c. 


Paſſed in the negative. 


Right of eledion, in the inhabitant houſe- 
Return- 


— 
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Returning officer, Eatl Bathurſt's ſte ward. 


Number of voters, fx hundred and thirty. 


Patron, Earl Bathurſt, one of the tellers of 
the Exchequer. 


CLITHEROE. 


The burgage-holds in this borough which 
give the right of voting, in number forty-two, 
are the joint property of Lord Curzon and 
Thomas Liſter, Eſq. each of whom returns a 
member. 


It has ſent members ſince che 1 of Eliza- 
beth. | 


Corporation, none. 


# 


Right of election, February 4, 1661, is in 


ſuch freeholders only, as ane eſtates For life, 
or in fee, 
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Returning officers, two. hailiffs appointed 
at the court leet of the two proprietors. 
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Number of voters, nominally fortysto1, 
actually but re. 


— . —. — ew SH 
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Proprietors, Lord Curzon and Thomas 
Liſter, Eſq. 


COCK ERMOUTR, | 


Another burgage tenure 1 the 
| | Whole of which i 18 the property of the Earl 
= | of Lonſdale. 


Ile Grſt ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
* Firſt, was diſcontinued the next year, and re- 
ſtored the 16 of Charles che Firſt. 


. Corporation, naue. 


Right of election, in Browne Willis's time, 


* 
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. 
was in the houſe-holders at large, but has : 
been many years aſſumed by the burgage 
holders. 


Returning officer za bailiff appointed at the 
court leet of Lord Lonſdale. 


Number of voters, nominally one hundred 
and ſixty-five, but actually only one. 


Proprietor, Earl of Lonſdale. ef 


COLCHESTER. 


1 


This borough is remarkable only for its 
ex penſive conteſts, which have ruined three 
candidates 1n thirteen years ; Mr. F ordyce, 
the celebrated banker; Robert Mayne, Eſq. 
the banker; and Chriſtopher Potter, whoſe 
names all appeared among the liſts of bank- 
rupts, ſoon after their conteſts. for this he- s 
rough were over. 5 | 1 | 
5 | Richard: 9 


7 * 
—— rener nne 2 


6 
Richard Shipley, Eſq. was 2 candidate at 
the laſt general election: but as he choſe to 
ſtand on legal and conſtitutional grounds, and 
not to expend his fortune in treating or 
corrupting the electors, he. did not receive 
the ſuffrages of near a fourth part of this im- 
maculate body; the numbers on the poll 
being— — v 
For R. Thornton, Eſq. = 645 
Lord Muncaſter 486 
R. Shipley, Eſq. ® - 265 


Colcheſter has ſent members ever ſince the 
23 of Edward the Firſt, 


Right of election, 28 March, 1696, in the 
ſworn burgeſſes not receiving alm. 


January 27, 1710. The mayor of Col- 
cheſter cannot make foreigners free of the | 
aid borough, without the conſent of the ma- 
jority of the aldermen and common- council. 

ee 6 May 
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CY» 
6 May, 1714—The right of Adden is in 
the mayor, aldermen, common-council, and 
free · burgeſſes, not receiving alms. 
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The tight of making foreigners, not hav- 


ing a right of freedom by birth or ſervitude, 
freemen of the borough of Colcheſter, is in 
the mayor and free burgeſſes of the ſaid bo- 


rough, in common- hall aſſembled, - 
| IF -3 w 3. 333 3% eee * 
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Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
deputy recorder, high ſteward, eleven alder- 
men, chamberlain, town-derk, eighteen aſ- 
ſiſtants, and, eighteen common=-council. The 
town is a liberty of itſelf, and contains four 
wards, and fixteen pariſhes, 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Number of voters, fourteen hundred. 


hr * 1 
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Patron, none. 
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CORFE CASTLE. 


A ſmall village, containing only a few 
thatched houſes, the joint property of Henry 
Bankes, Eſq. and John Bond, Eſq. the pre- 
ſent members. 


It has ſeyt members fince the 14 of Eli. 
beth, who gave it that privilege by charter. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor and eight 


burgeſles, who are called barons. 


- 


Right of election, April 6, 1669, appeared to 
be in leſſors for years, paying ſcot and lot, 
and alſo in ſuch perſons as had the freehold 


in reverſion upon ſuch leaſes, for years. 


March 2, 1770, appeared to be in ſuch per- : 
ſons as have an eſtate of inheritance, or a leaſe 


for 
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for years, determinable upon life or lives, pay- 


Li \, 


ing ſcot and lot. 


January 21, i718, agreed 6 be is ſuch 
perſons as Are ſeized in fee, in poſſeſſion or 
reverſion of any meſſuage, tenement, or cor- 
poreal hereditament in the borough, and in 
ſuch perſons as are tenants for life or lives, 


and for want of ſuch freehold in tenants for 


| | | TT ho 
years determinable upon life or lives, pay- 


ing ſcot and lot, and in them and in no 


vthers. 


Number of voters, fourteen reſident, and 
about urty non-reſident. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Proprietors, Henry Bankes, Eh. and en 


Bal Eſq. 


N 2 CORN- 
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What has been ſaid of the other counties is 
applicable to this, only that the influence of 
this county is in different noblemen. The 
Prince of Wales as Lord Warden of the Stan- 


nories, the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, Lord 
Falmouth, Lord Clinton, Lord Eliot, and 
Lord Camelford, poſſeſs the commanding 


intereſt. 


COVENTRY. 


T his city ſtill preſerves its independence of 
any patron, which it demonſtrated at the laſt 
election in the choice of William Wilberforce 
Bird, Efq. and Nathaniel Jefferys, Eſq. Mr. 
John Fetrie, the preſent member, and pro- 
prietor of the borough of. Gatton, and Mr. 
Berners the banker, were ſent here in the 
treafury intereſt a few days before the elec- 
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tion; but the tide was ſo fironp in favour of the 
popular eandidatel, that they were prevented 


by the people, either from opening houſes, or 


commencing a canvas. 


This city firſt ſent members the 23 of Ed- 
ward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 28 of 
the ſame reign, and reſtored the 8 of Edward 
the Second. It then only ſent members the 
20 and 25 of Edward the Third, till the 31 of 
Henry the SUE 


Corporation. It was made a mayor town by 
Edward the Third; and à county of itſelf by 
Henry the Sixth. By a charter of James the 
Firſt, it is governed by a mayor, recorder, two 
ſheriffs, ten aldermen, thirty-one ſuperior, and 


twenty-fve ;nferior, common-council- men. 


Right of election, February 24, 1701— 


The freemen of Coventry receiving alms or 


charity have no right to vote. 
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March I, 1709, is in ſuch perſons who 
have ſerved apprenticeſhips for ſeven years, 


within the city, to one and the ſame trade, 
not receiving alms or conſtant charities. 


Perſons receiving Sir Thomas White's 
gift, or Mr, Wheatley's gift, are not there- 
by diſqualified from voting, 


March 1 3, 1711, the members of the Ful- 
lers company have a right to vote, being 
freemen, and not receiving alms. or weekly 


charity, and all ſuch freemen as do not re- 


ceive alms, and have ſerved ſeven years ap- 
prenticeſhip in the city or ſuburbs, who do 


| not receive alms or weekly charity. 


November 20, 1722, in ſuch freemen as 
þ have ſerved ſeven years' apprenticeſhip to one 
| and the ſame trade, in the ſame city, or the 
ö ſuburbs thereof, and do not receive alms or 
: weekly 
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6 183) 
weekly charity; Auch freemen being duly 
ſworn and enrolled. 


Returning officers, the ſheriffs. 


Number of voters, #92 thouſand four hun- 


d red. . 
Patron, zone. 


CRICKLADE. 


This borough was convicted of the moſt 
groſs and general corruption. before a com- 
mittee of the houſe of commons in 1782, on 
the petition of Samuel Petrie, Eſq. againſt the 
return of Paul Benfield, Eſq. and Sir John 


Macpherſon ; on which occaſion an act of 


eleftors who had accepted bribes, and to 
extend the right of voting for the future to 
the free-holders of the ſeveral hundreds of 
N 4- High- 


parliament was paſſed to diſqualify thoſe 


renne 
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((a 
Highworth, Staple, Cricklade, Kingſbridge, 
and Malmeſbury. This act has operated ay 
an effectual check to corruption in this bo- 
rough, as it has alſo done at Shoreham in 
Suſſex, where a ſimilar act has had the ſame 
effect, and'is an incontrovertible proof that a 
parliamentary reform, upon the moſt liberal 


and extenſive baſis, would effectually eradi- 


cate that ſyſtematic corruption which, has for 


ſo many years obtained the overwhelming in- 


fluence of the boroughs, and now threatens 


the deſtruction of the whole political fabric. 


This is the infected ſpring that contaminates 
all the branches, and infuſes its deadly poiſon 
into the heart of the conſtitution. Ihe time, 
however, ſeems to be rapidly approaching 
that will unite all opinions upon the imme- 
diate neceſſity of reſtoring the repreſentative 

ſyſtem to its original purity. 
This borough firſt ſent members the 23 of 
Edward the Firſt, was diſcontinued: the 1 of 
9 N Edward 


6185 ö 


Edward the Second, and reſtored the 20 of 
the ſame reign. _ 
| F 

Right of election There are four reſolu- 
tions of the houſe on the journals reſpecting 
the right of voting for the borough of Crick- 
ade, but they are all repealed by the act before 
mentioned, which veſts that right in the in- 
habitants of the borough who are free-holders, 
copy-holders, or leaſe-holders for any term 
not leſs than three years, or for any ſuch 
term, or greater term, determinable on life 
or lives, and alſo in the free-holders of the 
reſpective hundreds of Highworth, Staple, 
Cricklade, Kingſbridge, and Malmeſbury. 


Returning officer, the bailiff. 
Number of voters, twelve hundred. 


Patron, Earl of Carnarvon, one member. 
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CUMBERLAND. 


Want 


* 


The Earl of Lonſdale influences the re- 


turn of one member for this county, and the 
Duke of Portland the other. 


DARTMOUTH 


Is a corporation borough, where the right 


of election is veſted in a mayor, twelve alder- 
men, two bailiffs, twelve common-council, 
and an indefinite number of freemen. The 
greateſt part of this corporation, like all other 
corporate bodies which poſſeſs excluſively the 


| | right of electing members of parliament, are 
: 


handſomely provided for under the treaſury, 
and the command and direction of them is 


given to Mr. Baſtard, one of their preſent 
members. 


— 
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This borough was firſt ſummoned to ſend 
members the 26 of Edward the Firſt, was 
diſcontinued the 17 of Edward the Fourth, 
and reſtored the 1 of Edward the Sixth. | 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
two bailiffs, and twelve common-council- 


men. 


Right of election, November 21, 1689, in 
the freemen of the ſaid borough. 


That twenty-five new freemen made after 


the writ bore teſte were not duly nor legally 
made. 


Number of voters, ninety-eight. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Edmund Baſtard, Eſq.. 
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line, and the eſtate being now divided be- 
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DENBIGHSHIRE. 


The commanding intereſt in this county is 
that of Sir W. W. Mut the Preſent mem- 
ber. 


DENBIGH. 


The influence of this borough, and of the 
boroughs of Holt and Ruthyn, which are 
united with it in the privilege of chooſing a 
member, was poſſeſſed by the late Richard 
Middeton, Eſq. of Chirk Caſtle; but that fa- 


mily having lately become extind in the male 


tween the three . ſiſters of that gentleman, 
theſe boroughs may at preſent be ſaid to be 
without a patron. 


They firſt ſent members by act of parlia- 
ment the 27 of Henry the Eighth. 


Cor- 


\ 


Aw) 
Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, two alder- 


men, recorder, two bailiffs, twenty-three, bur- 
geſſes, and a town-clerk. 


Right of election, February 7, 1743, is in 
the burgeſſes, inhabitants of the boroughs of 
Denbigh, Ruthyn, and Holt. 

Number of voters, about fooe hundred. 

Returning officers, the bailiffs. 


Patron, none. 


- DERBYSHIRE: 


The Duke of Devonſhire influences the re- 


turn of one member for this county, and the 
Tory party the other. | 


DERBY 


1 
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DERBY TOWN. , 

The corporation of this borough, are under 
the influence of the Duke of Devonſhire. 
They poſſeſs the power, by charter, of making 
an unlimited number of honorary or non-refi- 
dent burgeſſes. This power they exerciſe in 


| ſuch a manner as to give the entire controul 
of the borough to their patron. Moſt of the 
tenants and friends of the Duke of Devon- 


gmt ——— — — ù— 


ſhire are made honorary freemen of this cor- 
poration, while few of the reſident inhabi- 
tants poſſeſs that privilege. His grace has 
therefore only to ſummon his tenantry to the 
torough on the day of election, and the re- 


turn of any two gentlemen he may pleaſe to 


nominate is made certain. 


P. Crompton, Eſq. of Py town, offered 
| | 1 himſelf 
| 8 9 
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himſelf a candidate at the laſt election on the 
independent intereſt, and the ſtrength of that 


intereſt may be fully aſcertained from the 


numbers on the poll 


- 


Lord G. A. H. Cavendiſh - 239 
Edward Coke, Eſq. = 238 
P. Crompton, * en! 6 


1 * 


This town firſt IP ar the 23 of 


Edward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 17 of 
Edward the Fourth, and reſtored the 33 of 
Henry the Eighth, 


Corporation. Derby was a borough in the 
reign of Edward the Confeſſor, and had one 
hundred and fourteen t tythings within itſelf. 
It was firſt incorporated by Charles the Firſt, 
but ſurrendered its privileges in the arbitrary 
reign of Charles the Second, from whom it 


received its preſent charter. The corporation 


conſiſts of a mayor, bigh ſteward, recorder, 


town-clerk, nine aldermen, fourteen brethren, 


fourteen 
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1 ( 192 ) 758 
1 fourteen common- council, and an indefinite 
| | number of freemen. The magiſtrates here 
9 as in all other boroughs. chartered by Charles 
| the Second, are removable at the * plea- 


ſure, 


# 


Right of election is in the corporation and 
ſworn burgeſſes, "reſident or non-reſident, 
(by charter). 


Number of voter s, /ix hundred and fifty-five. 


” i 


Returning officer, the mayor. 
Patron, Duke of Devonſhire, 
DEVIZ Es. 


This is a large manufacturing town, but 
the right of election is confined to a corpora- 
tion of thirty-five, who 4 are under the direc- 
tion of Ne Sutton, of New. Park, Eſq. | 

h brother- 
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brother-in-law to the preſent ſpeaker of the 


houſe of commons, 


It firſt ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 20 of Edward the 
Second, and reſtored the 4 of Edward the 
Thirxd. . 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


ten magiſtrates, and twenty-four council-men, 
by charter of Charles the Firſt, _ 


Right of election, March 21, 1688, in 
the mayor, and ſelect number of burgeſſes 
only. 


Number of voters, thirty-five. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, James Sutton, Eſq. 


We! DEVON- 
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DEVONSHIR F. 


The extenfiveneſs of this county, like York. 
ſhire, renders an oppoſition under the preſent 
ſyftem of election almoſt impoſſible. The 


expence of bringing its numerous body of 


% 


free-holders to the county town, to give their 
votes, would coſt each candidate fifty thou- 
ſand pounds. Every ſhilling of ſuch a ruin- 
ous ſum might be ſaved, and the avenues to a 
free election laid open by reſtoring the an- 
cient diviſions of tythings and hundreds, and 
obliging every man to vote in his own hun- 
dred before the conſtable of each reſpective 
diviſion. It is alſo a matter of 'national right, 
that the country ſhould be divided into equal 
diſtricts: at preſent there are from twelve to 


——— 
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ſixteen thouſand voters in Yorkſhire, Devon- 

' ſhire, and the city of Weſtminſter, while there 
is but ONE in each of the boroughs of Gatton, 
Midhurſt, and Old Sarum!!! 
2 ö The 
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The two moſt opulent gentlemen in this 
county are always certain of being its re · 
preſentatives, whatever may be their political 
principles or their conduct; men of ſmaller 
fortunes not having it in their power to enter 


into 2 conteſt where wealth alone can inſure 


ſucceſs. 
 DORSETSHIRE. 
The intereſt of Lord Rivers generally in- 
fluences the return of one member for this 


county, and that of the Earls of Shafteſbury, 
Dorcheſter, Digby, and Illcheſter, the other. 


DORCHESTER. 


Almoſt one half of the houſes and ratable 


property which give the right of voting in this 


borough belong to the Earl of Shafteſbury, 
who conveys them by freehold leaſes to his 
friends and dependents, for the purpoſe of 
making votes at the eleQion. One of theſe 

ee truſt- 
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truſt-holders claimed, and actually exerciſed, 
the right of voting for a piece of land on 
which a little ſhop anciently ſtood, but which 
now makes part of the public road, as it is 
covered with pavement. Many other ſmall 
pieces of land, which are entirely waſte, and 
covered with rubbiſh and weeds, have the 
right of ſuffrage annexed to them, and arc 
conſidered as the moſt valuable voting pro- 
perty, becauſe they admit of no inhabitant to 

give his ſuffrage for his perſonal effects, who 

might be able to balance the vote of the no- 
ble Earl's feoffee in truſt. By means of this 
property the Earl of Shafteſbury elects one 
member, who is his repreſentative in the 
houſe of commons, becauſe, as he is choſen 
by means of the Earl's property, and by his 
direction, he cannot be ſaid to be the repre- 
ſentative of the people of Dorcheſter, or of any 
part of the people of England. 


The Earl of Dorcheſter and his ſteward, Mr. 
| Strick- 


( 197 ) 

Strickland, poſſeſs about eighty houſes, which 
gives his lordſhip the power, whenever he 
ſhall pleaſe to enforce it, by joining the Earl 
of Shafteſbury, of returning the other mem- 


ber. 


\ 


The preſent viſcount Milton, ſon of the 
Earl of Dorcheſter, was a candidate at the 
general election in 1790, and had about two 
thirds of the votes of the houſe-holders, in 
conſequence of which he was returned by the 
mayor; but a committee of the houſe of com- 
mons was of opinion that a decided majority 
of the inhabitants did not entitle him to a ſeat 
for Dorcheſter, the parchment votes of the 


Farl of Shafteſbury out-numbering thoſe of 


the b-na-fide houſe-bolders, 


This borough firſt ſent members the 23 of 
Edward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 17 of 
Edward the Fourth, and reſtored the 1 of Ed- 
ward the Sixth. : 12 8 | | 
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A part of this town, called the Holy Trinity 

and the tything of Collington, is not admitted 
to be part of the borough. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
two bailiffs, ſix aldermen, ſix capital burgeſſes, 
and twenty-four common-council-men, by 
charter of Charles the Firſt, 


Right of election there are five contradic- 


tory reſolutiorts on the journals, 5 the fol- 
lowing is the final one. 


Reſolved, that, purſuant to the laſt deter- 
mination of the houſe of commons, the right 
of electing burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for 
the borough of Dorcheſter, in the county of 
Dorſet, is in the inhabitants of the ſaid bo- 


rough paying to church and poor in reſpect 


of their perſonal eſtates, and in ſuch perſons 


as pay to church and poor in reſpect of their 
real eſtates within the ſaid borough, though 
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not inhabitants or occupiers, and although 
their names do not appear upon the poor- 
rates. 14 April, 179 1. 400. 


Number of voters, #709 Hundred. 
Returning affen, the mayor. | 


Patrons, Earl of Shafteſbury, and Earl of 
Dorcheſter. 
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This is the capital of the Cinque Ports, ſo 
called from poſſeſſing peculiar, exclulive pri- 
vileges granted them by charter. 
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There were at firſt only five of theſe places, 
but they were afterwards extended to eight, 
which were imprivileged to ſend members, 
beſides a number of dependant ones which 
are not allowed that right. 
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Government poſſeſſes an influence in this 

place that always returns one member, and 
ſometimes both, which they obtain from the 
cuſtom-houſe, packet-boats, military and 


naval appointments, &c. 


One of the preſent members, Mr. Tre- 


vanion, was elected on the independent in- 
tereſt. 


Dover has ſent members from the 23 of 
Edward the Firſt to the preſent time, without 
intermiſſion. 


Corporation. It is governed by a mayor, 


twelve jurats, and thirty-ſix common: council- 


men. 


Right of election, March 24, 1623, is in 
the freemen, and free burgeſſes, inhabitants 
of Dover. Every ſon of a freeman, and 


every perſon marrying a freeman's daughter, 
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is entitled to his freedom, as is every free · 
holder within the juriſdiction of the corpora- 
tion, beſides all thoſe who are made free by 
redemption, gift, or purchaſe. 


March 12, 1770, the non- inhabitant free- 
men, as well as the inbabitant freemen and 
ſree burgeſſes, have a voice in the election. 1 

Number of voters, fuelve hundred. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, the Admiralty one member. 


DOWNTON. | 

This is a burgage- hold borough. The ; 

right of voting is in twenty-one burgage- f 

holds, eleven of which are the property of | | 
the Earl of Radnor, and the remaining ten 
belong to Robert Shaftoe, Eſq. The conteſt 
between 
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between theſe two proprietors has produced 
no leſs than ſeven petitions to the Houſe of 
Commons within the laſt twenty-two years. 
The ſplitting of votes has always been the 
object of contention. Mr. Shaftoe has been 
five times ſucceſsful, and the Earl of Radnor 
the other times. It appears now to be ad- 
mitted that his Lordſhip has one burgage- 
hold more than Mr. Shaftoe. 


This borough firſt ſent. members the 23 of 
Edward the Firſt, was | diſcontinued the 38 
of Edward the Third, and reſtored the 1 of 
Henry the Fifth. 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, February 4, 1775, in 
perſons having a freehold intereſt in burgage 
tenements, holden by a certain rent, fealty, 
and ſuit of court, of the Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter, who' is lord of the borough, and pay- 

| ing 
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ing reliefs on deſcent, and fines on aliena- 


tion. 


Number of voters, nominally ?wenty-one, 
actually but we. 


Returning officer, the deputy ſteward of 
the leſſee of the manor. 


| Proprietor, Earl of Radnor. 


DROITWICH. 


This borough is the property of Lord 


Foley, who nominates both members. 


It firſt ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 5 of Edward the 
>ccond, and reſtored by Philip and Mary. 


Corporation. By charter of Inſpeximus of 


James the Firſt, it conſiſts of two bailiffs, a 
recorder, and eleven burgeſles, 
Right 


6204) 
Right of election, November 11, 1690, 
is in the burgeſſes of the ſalt ſprings of 


Droitwich. 
Number of voters, fwelve. 
Returning officers, the two bailiffs. 


Patron, Lord Foley. 


DUNWICH. 


This place was formerly the moſt con- 
ſiderable in the county of Suffolk, it being a 
city and the ſee of a biſhop, but is now re- 
duced to a bamlet with a few cottages. It 
however preſerves, in common with the reſt 
of the rotten boroughs, the right of ſending 
two members to parliament, It is the joint 
property of Lord Huntingficld, and Barne 
- Barne, Eſq. 


It has ſent members ever fince the 2 3 of 
Edward the Firſt, 


Corpo- 
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Corporation. 'Two bailiffs and twelve ca- 


pital burgeſſes. 


Right of election is not in the freemen of 
6 the ſaid borough, commonly called outfitters, 
J as well as in the freemen inhabiting within 
the ſaid borough, but only in the freemen in- 
habiting within the ſaid borough, 8 Decem- 
ber, 1691.—Is in the freemen of the ſaid 
borough, commonly called outfitters, as well 
as in the freemen inhabiting in the ſaid bo- 
rough, 25 November, 1695.—Was reſolved 


to be only in the freemen inhabiting within 
the ſaid borough, not receiving alms, 5 Fe- 
bruary, 1708.40. 


Number of voters, 7welve. 


Returning officers, the two bailiffs. 


— „„ 


Proprietors, Lord Huntingfield, and Barne 
Barne, Eſq. 


DUR- | 
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DURHAM COUNTY. 


The joint intereſts of the Earl of Darling. 
ton and the Biſhop of Durham return one 
of the members for this county: the other is 
independently elected. 


DURHAM CITY. 


The intereſt which preponderates in this 
city, is that of Sir Henry Vane Tempeſt and 
Mr. Lambton, the preſent members ; it 1s, 
however, by no means a controuling in- 
- fluence. | 


It has only ſent members ſince the 31 of 
Charles the Second. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve aldermen, and twelve common- 


council. 
6 Niumber 


— 
—_— — 


6% 
Number of voters, /welve hundred. | 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


' Patrons, Sir H. V. Tempeſt, and John 
Lambton, Eſq. 


EAST-LOOE. 


This is an inſignificant hamlet in Corn- 
wall, forming, in conjunction with Weſt- 
Looe, from which it is divided only by a ſtone 
bridge, an inconſiderable village. Under the 
names of Eaſt and Weſt-Looe, it conſtitutes 
two boroughs, has two corporations, and re- 
turns four members to parhament. The two 
boroughs are the individual property of John 
Buller, Eſq. | 


[t firſt ſent members the 14 of Edward the 
Third, was diſcontinued the next year, and 
reſtored the 13 of Elizabeth, 


Corpora- 
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Corporation, a mayor, recorder, and eight 
burgeſles. 


| Right of election, in the mayor, burgeſles, 
and freemen. 


Number of voters, about fifty. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Proprietor, John Buller, Eſq. 


ST. EDMUND'S BURY. 


Although this is the principal town in the 
county, its right of electing members is con- 
fined to a ſelf · appointed corporation of thirty- 
ſix individuals. Like the cities of Bath, 
Saliſbury, and Wincheſter, this town has but 
a nominal repreſentation, 


The Duke of Grafton and Sir Charles 
Davers 


N — 7 
Davers have poſſeſſed the influence of the 
corporation for many years; but the Earl of 
Briſtol's intereſt has lately obtained the a- 
ſcendancy over the former, and procured Lord 
Hervey to be choſen at the laſt general elec- 
tion by a majority of three votes; the num- 
bers on the poll being | 


For Sir Charles Davers = = 23 n 
Lord Hervey - 117 
Lord C. Fitzroy = = 14 


This borough has ſent members ſince the 
4 of James the Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts of one alderman, a 
recorder, twelve capital burgeſſes, and twenty- 
four common-council-men. 


Right off election, in the corporation: 


Number of voters, thirty-ſeven. 
0 6 Return- 
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Returning officer, the alderman. 


Patrons, Earl of Briſtol, and Sir Charles 
Davers. 5 


ESSEX. 


This county is repreſented at preſent by a 
compromiſe of the Whig and Tory parties, 
Mr. Bullock is the nominee of the former, 
and Mr. Bramſton of the latter party. 


EVESHAM. 


This borough has been for many years 
under the controul of the family of Ruſhout 
of Northwick: the preſent Sir John Ruſhout 
'repreſented it in the laſt parliament, upon the 
old family intereſt, but the electors have 
lately extricated themſelves 'from the tram- 
mels, and chooſe their own members, inde- 


pendent of a patron. 
"i | 


* 
* 
8. * 
- 
* 
9 


3 
” 
Y * 
. wt 
7 
: . 


This borough firſt ſent members the 23 
: 8 of 


ae 
of Edward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 
next year, and reſtored the 1 of James the 


Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, reeord- 
er, ſeven aldermen, and twelve capital bur- 
geſſes. | 


Right of election, September 22, 1669, is in 
the common burgeſſes. 


Number of voters, about fx hundred. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, none. 


The numbers polled at the laſt general elee- 


tion Were 


For C. Thelluſon, "Eſq; - 3 t 5 
Tho. Thompſon, Eſq, S 267 
Sir. J. Ruſhout - 248 
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EXETER. 


pendent of individual controul. 


It has ſent members from the earlieſt pe- 
tiods, without intermiſſion. 


* 
* 


Corporation It is a county of itſelf, and 
governed by a mayor, recorder, twenty-four 
aldermen, a chamberlain, ſheriff, town-clerk, 
and four ſtewards; they have alſo a ſword- 


bearer, four ſerjeants at mace, and four ſtaff- 
bearers, 


Right of eletion—It has never been con- 


teſted, but has always been exerciſed by the 
freemen at large. N Ae T c 


623) 
Number of voters, twelve hundred. 


EYE. 


This borough 1 ls the praperty of the Mar- 
quis n 


It has ſent members ſince the 30 of Eli- 
zabeth. 5 


— 


I 


Corporation confiſts' of two bailiffs, a re- 
hurgeſſes. 


Right of election, in the inhabitants paying 
{cot and lot. 


Number of voters, about one bundred. 


Proprietor, Marquis Cornwallis. 
'P;z mur 
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FLINT COUNTY. 


The prevailing intereſt in this county is 
that of Sir Thomas Moftyn : his father re- 
preſented it during his life, and upon his de- 
ceaſe, which has taken place ſince the laſt 
general election, the preſent Sir Thomas 


Moſtyn, who was ſuppoſed to be a mi- 
nor, became à candidate. The Hon. Lloyd 
Kenyon, ſon of Lord Kenyon, oppoſed his 
election upon "the ground of his ineligibi- 
lity. Mr. Lloyd, brother-in-law to Sir Tho- 
mas Moſtyn, was alſo propoſed as a candi- 
date at the poll, on the cloſe of which the 


numbers were 


For Sir Thomas Moſtyn - $0 
Mp. Lloyd: ĩ x ie 20 
Hon. Lloyd Kenyon, =: 19 


_ Petitions haye been preſented to the hopſc 
LIST by 


IA 
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by the two latter gentlemen, againſt the re- 
turn of the former; but it appears that the 
ſuperior numbers polled for Mr. Lloyd muſt 
be a bar to Mr. Kenyon's ſuccels, whatever 
may be the fate of Sir Thomas Moſtyn. 


' FLINT BOROUGH. 


This town and its contributary boroughs 
are by no means under the controul of a 
patron, Sir W. W. Winne has the princi- 
pal intereſt, whoſe relation Mr. Williams of 
Penbedw is the preſent member. | 


It has ſent members in common with all 


the Welch counties and boroughs fince the 


27 of Henry the Eighth. 
Corporation, a mayor, and two bailiffs. 


Right of election, in the inhabitants of the 
boroughs of Flint, Rhydlan, Overton, Caer- 
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wys, and Caergurley, paying ſcot and lot; 
and it was reſolved that the inhabitants of 
Knolton and Overton Foreign have a right to 
vote in the election of a burgeſs for parlia- 
ment for the ſaid town of Flint, 21 May, 
1728.— The inhabitants of the ſeveral bo- 
roughs of Flint, Rhydlan, Caerwys, Cacr- 
gurley, and Overton (including Knolton and 
Overton Foreign), renting lands or tenements 
for which the landlords thereof only pay ſcot 
and lot, have a right to vote in the eleQion of 
2 burgeſs for the borough of Flint, 5 April, 
1737.—T he ſame have not a right, 19 
March, 1741.1. 


Number of voters, about one thouſand, 
Returnipg officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Sir W. W. Winne. 


FOWEY. 
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FOWEY. 


The right of election for this borough was 
twice conteſted during the laſt parliament be- 
tween the Prince of Wales's intereſt, as lord of 
the borough, and the proprietors ; but it was 
fnally decided in favour of the preſent pro- 


1 


prietors. 


It firſt ſent members the 14 of Edward the 
Third, was diſcontinued the ſame year, and 
rcſtored the 13 of Elizabeth. 


Corporation, none. 
Right, of election, in the prince's tenants, 


who are capable of being portreves, and ſuch 
of the inhabitants only. as pay ſcot and lot, 


5 May, 1501,——That the perſons. entitled ta 
c!e& the portreve of the borough of Fowey 
are thoſe who are capable of holding that of- 

N fice, 
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| fice, that is, ſuch prince's tenants only as have 
been duly admitted on the court-rolls of the 


manor of the ſaid borough, and have done 
their fealty ; ; and ſuch perſons only are duly 
admitted, whoſe lands, being freehold, were an- 


ciently, and continue to be, held immediately 
of the Duke of Cornwall as parcel of his ſaid 
manor of the ſaid borough, and whoſe titles 
to thoſe lands have been preſented at a court- 


baron by a ſworn homage or jury of the 
free-holders of the ſaid manor, March 21, 


1792, 


Number of voters, /ixty=three. 


Returning officer, a portreve Fhojen by a 
Jury of the Prune 8 tenants. 


a. 


8 Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, and 


Philip REI, he 
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GATTON, 


This is a borough, twenty miles from Lon- 


don, on the road to Ryegate, with one houſe, 


and one elector, ſending two members to 
parliament. It' was the property of Sir 
George Colebroke, and by his aſſignees ſold 


to the late Lord Newhaven, at whoſe deceaſe 


it was purchaſed by Mr. Ladbroke, the ban- 
ker, who again fold it for one hundred and 


ten thouſand pounds to John Petrie, Eſq. the 


preſent proprietor, 


it firſt ſent members the 29 of Henry the 
vixth,/ 


Corporation, one. 
Right of election, December 1 5, 1696, 


in the free-hoiders, and inhabitants paying 
{cot and lot. 


Number 


e e e 
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1H Number of voters, ONE. 


| | Returning officer, the proprietor's conſta- 
-. | 


Proprietor, John Petris, Efq. 


ST. GERMANS, 


An inſignificant village, containing about 
three ſcore fiſhermen's huts, the property of 
Lord Eliot. 


\ 


1 has ſent members ſince the 5 of Eliza» 
beth. 


Corporation, none. 


% 


; Right of election, in the houſe-holders who 
| have reſided a year. 


Number 


1 
Number of voters, about y. 


Returning officer, a portreve, appointed at 
the court leet of the lord. 


Proprietor, Lord Eliot. 


GLAMORGANSHIRE. 


This county evinced its independency in 
the election of its preſent member, Mr. Tho- 
mas Windham, againſt the united influence 
of all the noblemen in the county, in 1789. 


GLOSTER COUNTY. 


One member for this county is returned on | 
che intereſt of the Duke of Beaufort, and the 
other on that of the Earl of Berkeley. 
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GLOSTER CITY 
Returns one member on the intereſt of the 


Duke of Norfolk. 


It has ſent members ſince the 23 of Edward 
the Firſt. | 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, high ſtew- 
ard, recorder, twelve aldetmen, two ſheriffs, 


twenty-ſix common=-council- men, and a town 


clerk; it has alſo a ſword bearer, and two ſer- 
jeants at mace, 
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Right of election, in the freemen at large 
by cuſtom. 


* ale * 


Number of voters, :o thouſerd. 
Returning officers, the two ſheriffs. 


Patron, Duke of Norfolk, one member. 
| GRAM- 
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GRAMPOUND. 


Lord Mount Edgcumbe was formerly the 
patron of this borough, but a diſpute ariſing 
between his lordſhip's ſteward and the vot- 
ers, reſpecting the paying of gratuities before 
or after an election, the latter not thinking 
it ſafe to give credit, went in a body and of- 
fered the command of the borough to Lord 
Eliot, 


His lordſhip continued to poſſeſs the influ- 


ence till the laſt general election, when Sir 


Chriſtopher Hawkins exerted ſuch power- 
ful arguments as induced them once more to 


change their commander, and to adopt him as 
their future patron. - 


It farſt ſent members the 6 of Edward 
the Sixth, 1 
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Corporation, a mayor, recorder, eight al- 
dermen, and a town-clerk, 


Right of election, in the inhabitants paying 
ſcot and lot. 


Number of voters, HMcynine. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


— 


Patron, Sir Chriſtopher Hawkins. 
GRANTHAM. 


The repreſentation of this borough has 
been many years at the diſpoſal of the Duke of 
Rutlatid, whoſe ſeat is at Belvoir Caſtle, and 
Lord Brownlow, who has alſo a ſeat at Bel- 
ton, in this neighbourhood. At the laſt elec- 
tion, however, this intereſt was oppoſed for 


the firſt time in the memory of any perſon 


now living in the town, by Sir William 
1 = Man- 


4 
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Manners, but with very little ſucceſs againſt 
the rooted influence of ariſtocracy ; the num- 
bers at the cloſe: of the poll being —- 


For Simon Yorke, Eſq. — 487 
G. Sutton, Eſq.) | — 
Sir W. Manners 


„ 
* 19 
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It has ſent members ſinee the 2 of Edward. 
the . without ene U 
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er, twelve common burgeſſes, a coroner, and 
an eſcheator. It has alſo twelve conſtables to 
attend on the court. * 


Right of election, January 11, 17 30, in 


the freemen of the ad er not n, ; 
alms or Au. | 
Number of voters, ſeven hundred. 
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ſtituents. 
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Returning officer, the alderman. 


Patrons; Duke of Rutland, and Lord 


Brownlow. 
GREAT GRIMSBY 


Is under the controul of Lord Yarborough, 
who nominates its members. An-oppofition 
was made by Coloniet Loft, and Mr. Home 
Gordon, to his lordſhip's nominees, that was 


within one vote of being equal to the ſucceſs- 


ful candidates at the laſt election. 


Colonel Loft, among other frolies that are 


uſually played at an Engliſh election, inliſted 


moſt of tlie voters in his intereſt for ſoldiers : 
we have not heard that they have ſince been 
called upon to ſerve in that capacity; but it 
was certainly the beſt mode he could adopt to 
prevent the deſertion of ſuch worthy con- 


ie e The 


(% | 
The numbers at the doſe. of the poll 


were 


For A. Boucherett, Eq. 137 
W. Melliſh, Eſq. - 130 
Col. Lorain 4k 89 
H. Gordon, Eſq. - 128 


Grimſby has ſent members ſince the 2 3 of 
Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation 2 of a mayor, recorder, 
high ſteward, eleven aldermen, twelve com- 
mon-council- men, two coroners, two bailiffs, 


, ; 


and a town-clerk. 


[ 


Right of election in the freemen, admitted 
at a full court by che mayor, aldermen, com- 


mon- council men, and burgeſſes; ſuch freemen 
being reſident and paying ſcot and lot, in all 
ca except where no rate has taken place 
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ſubſequent to their admiſſion, 11 April, 
1793 ; 


Number of voters, /wo hundred and j;xty. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


*» 
on 


a * 


Patron, Lord Yarborough. 
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EAST GRINSTEAD 
; 1 

1s a ſmall t town a confilling of about one 
hundred and fifty houſes, thirty ſix of which 
are burgage-holds, and poſſeſs the excluſive 
right of chooſing the members. Of this 
number thirty-three belong to the Duke of 
Dorſet, who is thereby be 5 of the bo- 
rough. Na 


Ay 
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wy hs ſent members ſince the 1 of ward 
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Corporation, none. 1 3599 af 1810 1 * b. 

Right of election, April 7, 1679. Being 
an ancient borough by preſcription, the inba- 
bitants, as well as the — have 
a right to vote. | 


February 9, 1695, is in the burgage-hold- 


ers only. 


— 1. 6a _ 
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Number of voters, nominally thirty-fix, ac- #3 


tually only one, 8 


Returning officer, a bailif choſen at the 


Duke of Dorlet' 8 rr wr leer. 8 A Wo | | 


Proprietor, Duke of Dorſet, TOW Tr | 
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This borough, "which does not extend 
over half the town of Guildford, is un- 
23 | der 


* 


- 
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{even aldermen, and ſixteen bailiffs. 


( 230 ) 
der the joint patronage of Lord Onſlow and 
Lord Grantley. An oppoſition was made to 
the former intereſt at the late election, by a 


Mr. Botham ; the numbers on the poll were— 


For the Hon. C. Norton 1 31 
Hon. T. Onſlow go 
P. Botham, Eſq. 85 


Mr. Botham petitioned againſt this return, 
and complained that five good votes had 
been refuſed by the returning officer, which 
had been tendered for him, and chat three bad 
ones had been admitted for Mr. Onſlow : but 
as he did not procure ſecurity to the ſpeaker 
for trying the petition, it was of courſe diſ- 
charged. 


Guildford has ſent members ſince the 23 
of Edward the Firſt, 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


Right 


Right of election, Aptil 24. 1699, is only 
in the freemen and freeholders, paying ſcot | 
and lot, and reſident in the town. | „ 


Number of voters, one bunured and ſeventy- 
ſiue. \ | | 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


1 —— EE 


Patrons, Lord Onſlow, and Lord Grantley. N 
HAMPSHIRE. 
T his county is always conſidered as being 
influenced by the treaſury, from the number | 
of cuſtom-houſes, dock-yard, and placemen, | 
it contains, 14 


HARWICH. 


This is a corporation borough, where the | 
right of chooſing the: members is exerciſed | | 
i by. : 


| ( an 3 
by thirty-two! ſelf· elected individuals, who 
are under the nere of che celebrated 
John Robinſon, ER at eie H, | 


- Harwich firſt ſent members the 17 of Ed. 
ward the Third, was diſcontinued the next 
year, and reſtored the 12 of James the Firſt, 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


eight aldermen, and twentyifout capital bur- 
geſſes. 


Right of election, April 6, 1714, in the 
mayor, aldermen, and capital burgeſſes or 
head - boroughs, reſiding within the ſaid bo- 
rough. N 200 | ben be 21 oft 00003; 


Number of voters, thirty-two, 
man officer, the mayor. 
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HASLEMERE. , 


The bas gd which give 75 right 
of voting in this borough are all the Property 
of the Earl of Lonſdale, 


Haſlemere firſt ſent members the 27 of 
Elizabeth. 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, in the frecholders re- 
ſident within the ſaid borough, 20 May, 1661, 
9 February, 1698.—By the word freeho/ders is 
meant only freeholders of meſſuages, lands, 
or tenements, lying within the borough and 
manor of Haſlemere, whether the ſame pay 
rent to the lord of the ſaid borough and 
manor or not, excluſive of any lands or tene- 
ments which are, or have been, parcel of the 
waſte ground of the ſaid borough and manor, 


or any meſſuages or buildings which are, or 


ſhall be, ann thereon,” 25 April; 1755. 


Petition 
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Il ( 234 ) 
Petition of Mr. Oglethorpe rejected, for not 

N being ſigned by himſelf, 3 and 4 March, 
171 3.—The like relating to Wigan. 


Number of yoters, nominally ay, actually 
only one. , 

Returning officer, a bailiff annually choſen 
at Lord Lonſdale's court leet. 


Proprietor, Earl of Lonſdale. 


HASTINGS. 


A cinque.port, where the right of electing 
members is in a corporation conſiſting at 
preſent of thirty-ſix members: but as moſt of 
theſe are placemen, it is difficult to ſay how 
few of even that number retain the right of 


* 


Haſtings is a treaſury wh dr the 
manage- 


( 235 ) 

management of Edward Milward, Eſq. whoſe 
ſon has got the place of comptroller-general 
of exciſe, with a ſalary of 14257. per an- 
num, | 


It has ſent members ever ſince the 43 of 
Edward the Third. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
and twelve jurats. 
the mayor, jurats, and freemen, reſident and 
not receiving alms, only. | 
Number of voters, tirty-/ix. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Edward Milward, Eſq. for the 
treaſury. : | 


HAVER= 


Right of election, January 30, 1698, is in 


; 
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HAVERFORD- WEST 


Is not under immediate influence; but 
Lord Milford poſſeſſes the greateſt individual 
intereſt. 


It firſt ſent members the 27 of Henry 
the Eighth, 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, ſheriffs, 
two bailiffs, and twenty-four common-coun- 
cil-men. | 


Right of election, July 4, 1715, in the 


freeholders, burgeſſes, and inhabitants, pay- 


ing ſcot and lot, and not receiving alms. 
Number of voters, five hundred.” 
Returning” officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Lord Milford, 
HEIL- 
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HELSTONE. 


A corporation borough, acting under a 


charter of his preſent majeſty. The old 
corporation which exiſted under a charter 
of Elizabeth, confirmed by Charles the Firſt, 
conteſted the validity of the new charter 


= OY RP ꝶ“Rḧ—ògp — 


in 1775, and obtained a deciſion of a com- 


mittee of the Houſe of Commons againſt it. 
In 1790 the ſame conteſt was renewed, when 
the committee gave it againſt the old charter. 
At this time there was only one elector left 


alive under the old charter ; and he return- 


ed two repreſentatives to the Britiſh parlia- 


ment. 


* 


The new: charter; having now gained an 
eſtabliſhment, the conſtituent body conſiſt of 


thirty-ſix, who, in imitation of all other cor- 
porations, have choſen themſelves a patron. 


Hel- 


| | SE 
Helſtone firſt ſent members the 23 of Ed. 
ward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 15 of 
Edward the Fourth, and reſtored the 1 of 
Edward the Sixth. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, eleven 


aldermen, and twenty-four common-council- 
men. 


. 


* 


Right of election, in the corporation, 
Number of voters, thirty-ſix. 
_ Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Duke of Leeds. 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 


The Duke of Norfolk and the Earl of 
Oxford have the firſt intereſt in this county. 


HERE- 
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HEREFORD CITY. 


The intereſt of the Duke of Norfolk at 
preſent brings in both members for this city. 


An oppoſition was attempted at the laſt 
general election to be made to Mr. Walwyn, 
by Mr. Keyſer the banker, and again, on the 
death of Mr. Scudamore in October laſt, 
by Colonel Cotterel, who made an effort to 
oppoſe the election of Colonel Seudamore, 
but without the leaſt chance of ſucceſs. 


This city has ſent members ever ſince the 
23 of Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, high 
fteward, deputy-ſteward, recorder, twelve al- 
dermen, thirty-one common-council-men, 
among whom are reckoned the mayor and 
_ five aldermen, and alfo a town-clerk. 
— Þ Right 
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Right of election, in the freemen. 


Number of voters, fwelve hundred; 
| Returning officer, the mayor. 
Patron, Duke of Nortolk. 

HERTFORD. 


The Marquis of Saliſbury and Lord Grim- 
ſtone have in vain attempted the eſtabli- 


ment of a commanding intereſt in this county. 
It has the merit of being at leaſt independent 
of the nobility. 


Mr. Waddington, who has oppoſed the 
torrent of corruption and deluſion in the city 


of London with ſo much firmneſs and ho- 
nour, was a candidate for this county at the 
laſt general election, but was for that time 
unſucceſsful ; the numbers on the poll being 
8 For 


( 241 ) 
For W. Plummer, Eſq, - 2016 
W. Baker, Eſq. - =: 887 
S, F. Waddington, Eſq. 406 


HERTFORD TOWN 


Is not under the abſolute controul of à pa- 
tron; but the preſent menibers, Baron Dimſ- 
dale and Mr. John Calvert, have eſtabliſhed 
a connection in the town that is too for- 
midab'e to afford any proſpe& of ſucceſs to 
any one that might attempt to oppoſe them. 


It fitſt ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 6 of Edward the 


Third, and reſtored the x of Edward the 
Sixth. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


aldermen, and common- council. 


R Right 
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Right of election is not in ſuch perſong 


only as are inhabitants (houſeholders) of the 
ſaid borough, not receiving alms, and in ſuch 
freemen, who, at the time of their freedom 
granted to them, were inhabitants of the ſaid 
borough, or of the pariſhes thereof, but in 
all the freemen and inhabitants being houſe. 
holders, not receiving alms, 27 January, 
1701. Is in the inhabitants not receiving 
alms, and in ſuch freemen only as at the 
time of their being made free were inhabi- 
tants of the ſaid borough, or the pariſhes 
thereof; the number of freemen living out 
of the borough not exceeding three perſons, 
5 December, 1705. 


Number of voters, five hundred and ſe— 
venty. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


HEYDOV. 


( 243) 


HEYTDON. 


Lord Carrington, who is proprietor of 
the boroughs of Midhurſt and Wendover, 
has alſo attempted to obtain the patronage of 
Heydon, but has not yet ſucceeded. The 
number of votes are few, and therefore it is 
not improbable but by the next election he 
may ſucceed. This borough is far from be- 
ing more immaculate chan any other, and it 
is not impoſſible but the electors may feel a 
much greater advantage in carrying their 
own votes to market, than in being ſold by 


A patron. 


It ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the next year, and 
reſtored the 1 of Edward the Sixth. -- 


Corporation conſiſts of a.mayor, recorder, 
nine aldermen, and two bailiffs. 


R 2 Right 
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| Right of election is in the burgeſſes of 
| the ſaid borough, whoſe privileges are gained 


either by deſcent, by ſerving ſeven years to a 
freeman reſiding only in the borough, or by 
an honorary gift at the diſcretion of the chief 
officers for the time being, 


Number of voters, one hundred and fifty- 


nine. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, the higheft bidder. 


HEYTESBURY. 


This is a ſmall burgage-hold borongh, the 
joint property of the Duke of Marlborough 
and Sir W. P. Aſhe A Court. ho 


It has ſent members ſince the 27 of Ed- 
ward the Sixth, 


Corpo- 


— 2 
1 
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Corporation, none. | | 
Right of election, in the burgage-holders.,; | 
| 14 
Number of voters, nominally ffty, but 
actually only o. 4 
Returning officer, the bailiff, choſen at the 
court leet of the two proprietors. 
Proprietors, Duke of Marlborough, and 1 
Sir W. P. Aſhe A' Court, Bart. | 
HIGHAM ng ERRERS 
Is another proprietary kironkh; hebben ging 
to Earl Fitzwilliam, . member. 
It firſt" ſent by charter the 2 ; of + Pri f 
and Mary. | | | 
Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, ſeven | 


aldermen, and thirteen capital burgeſſes. 
R 3 Right 
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Right of election, January 28, 1702, is in 
the mayor, aldermen, burgeſſes, and freemen, 


being houſe-holders and not receiving alms. 


Number of voters, one hundred 2nd forty- 
; 6 l 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Earl Fitzwilliam. 


HINDON. 


This borough Tok made a moſt conſpieu- 
ous: figure in the annals of corruption. 
Though perhaps. not more guilty than all 
the reſt, it has only had the misfortune, like 

Cricklade, Shoreham, Shafteſbury, and Stock- 
bridge, to have ated with leſs caution, and 
has thereby been more expoſed. 


At the election in 1774, General Smith, 
Thomas 


( 247 ) 
Thomas Brand Hollis, Eſq.” Richard Beck- 
ford, and James Calthorpe, Eſquires, were 


candidates. 'The two former were returned, 
and the two latter petitioned againſt them. It 
came out before the committee that both par- 
ties had been guilty of bribery. Several of the 
electors were committed to Newgate; and the 
two ſitting members, having been tried on a 
proſecution ordered to be commenced againſt 
them by the Houſe of Commons, were both 
found guilty, and ſentenced to a fine, and to 
ſuffer ſix months' impriſonment in the King's 
Bench priſon, 


A bill was brought into the houſe to diſ- 
franchiſe the borough, and to extend the 
right of voting to ſeveral of the adjoining 
hundreds; but this bill was got rid of . the 
intereſted parties. 

The bribery practiſed here was ſimilar to 
what the reader will find in the account of 


R 4 Shafteſbury, 
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62860 
Shafteſbury, only with this difference, a ma- 
giſtrate of the borough ated Punch on the 
occaſion at Shafteſbury, and a reverend divine 
acted that part of the farce here. 


It has ſent members ſince the 27 of Ed- 
ward the Sixth. 


Corporation, a bailiff and burgeſſes. 


Right of election, April 3, 1701, in the 
bailiffs, burgeſſes, and ſuch inhabitants only 
as pay ſcot and lot. 


May 13, 1701, is in the inhabitants of the 
ſaid borough not receiving alms. 


April 12, 1728, is in the inhabitants of 
houſes within the ſaid borough being houſe- 
keepers and pariſhioners, and not receiving 
alms. 
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Number of voters, {wo hundred and ten. | 


Returning officer, the bailiff. $077 1 


Patrons, Lord Calthorpe, and William | 
Beckford, Eſq. 


HONITON. 


This borough was partly under the in- 
fluence of Sir George Yonge, when he poſ- 
ſeſſed a ſeat and a large eftate in the neigh- 
bourhood, but is at preſent without a patron. 


Mr. George Shum, and Mr. George 
Chambers, the preſent members, were choſen | 
at the general election without oppoſition, | 
though they were candidates on ſeparate in- | 
tereſts. Mr. Shum, it is generally under- g 
ſtood, might have brought in a colleague f 
on the intereſt that brought him here; and 
Mr. Mackintoſh, the celebrated writer, was 

| invited 
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invited to become their member ; but as he 
thought proper to decline it, Mr. Chambers 


was returned without a conteſt. 


Lord Courtenay is lord of the manor, and 


appoints, by a directed jury, the portreve, who 
is returning officer. 


Honiton ſent members the 28 of Edward 
the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 4 of Edward 
the Second, and reſtored the 16 of Charles the 
Fir ſt. | 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, February 3, 1710, is in 


the inhabitants of the ſaid borough, paying 


ſcot and lot only. 


A 


December 18, 1724, is in the inhabitants 
houſe-keepers within the ſaid borough, call- 


ed 


254 
ed Pot-wallers, not receiving alms of the 
pariſh. 


Number of voters, three bundred and fifty. 
Returning officer, the portreve. 


Patron, 07%. 


HORSHAM 


Is one of the county towns of Suſſex, where 
the ſummer aſſizes are held alternately with 
Lewes, but where the repreſentation is only 
nominal. The right of appointing the mem- 
bers of parliament is in twenty-five burgage- 
holds, fifteen of which number are the pro- 
perty of Lady Viſcounteſs Irwin, and the re- 
maining ten belong to the Duke of Norfolk, 


who is alſo lord of the manor, and appoints 
at his court leet two bailiffs to be returning 
officers, 


Horſham 


—- ras 
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| Horſham has ſent members ever ſince the 
| 23 of Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, June 16, 1715, is in 
all ſuch perſons as have an eſtate of inheri- 
tance, or for life, in burgage-houſes, or bur- 
gage-lands, lying within the ſaid borough. 


Number of voters, nominally twenty-five, 
actually but one. 


Returning officers, two bailiffs. 

Proprietor, Lady Viſcounteſs Irwin. 
HUNTINGDON SHIRE. 

This county 1s enfirely under the influence 


| of the Duke of Mancheſter and the Earl of 


Sandwich. 605 
HUN- 
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HUNTINGDON TOWN, 


The Earl of Sandwich has the entire com- 
mand of this borough. It is not a command 
of property, for he has but one houſe in the 
town ; it is rather a controul of intereſt and 
connection, his lordſhip's country ſeat being 
in the neighbourhood, where the corporation 
are well entertained with veniſon and good 
wine; and he poſſeſſes ſome paſture ground 
round the town, which is parcelled out among 
theleading freemen, who ſupport bis lordſhip's 


intereſt. 


Huntingdon has ſent members ever ſince 
the 23 of Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation, a mayor, recorder, twelve al- 
dermen, and twelve burgeſles. 


Right of election, in the freemen. 


rern 


7 Number 
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Number of voters, about #19 bundred. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 
Patron, Earl of Sandwich. 
HYTHE 
ls one of the cinque ports, and completely 


at the devotion of the treaſury, whoſe intereſts 
are managed by Mr. Robert Tournay, an at- 


' torney of this place. It is now impoſſible to 
| aſcertain when the cinque ports obtained their 


firſt privileges, or their name, but they have 
received charters of confirmation from moſt 
of the kings and queens of England till the 
time of Charles the Second, who ſent Colonel 
Strode, then governor of Dover Caſtle, to 
ſeize upon the charters of this and all the 
other cinque ports: and they are ſuppoſed to 
have remained in the poſſeſſion of govern- 


ment ever ſince. a E 
They 


62559 
They were all ſummoned to ſend members 
the 43 of Edward the Third, but it has been 
proved that moſt of them ſent to parliament 
in former reigns, and in their charters they 
were held to enjoy all their liberties and privi- 
leges, as time out of mind. 


The right of election in all of the cinque | 


ports was originally in all the inhabitants who 
bore their ſcot and lot, which ſignified all 
thoſe who did the duty of watch and ward in 
the reſpective towns, for the payment of 
church and poor's rates, which is now ex- 
plained to mean * ſcot and lot.“ Inhabitants 
of a town” was unknown when theſe terms 
obtained their uſe. The payment of poor's 
rates was enacted the 43 of Elizabeth, by ſta- 
tute, conſequently the terms ſcot and lot,” 
which were in uſe in all former periods, could 
not mean a thing which was not in exiſt- 
ence, | 


% 


— 


„ 2, 
Seaford is the only cinque port which now 
poſſeſſes the right of chooſing its members 
by the inhabitant houſe-holders paying ſcot 
and lot, and that right was recovered by the 
author of this work, after the trial of five 
petitions, and a perſevering conteſt of ten 


years. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, twelve 
jurats, and twenty-four common-council- 
men. 


Right of election, January 27, 1710, is in 
the mayor, jurats, common-council-men, and 
freemen. Bt 


Agreed to by the houſe. 


Number of voters, one hundred and twenty: 
fix, above half of whom are non-reſidents. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 

Patron, 


( 257 ) 
Patron, Mr. Robert Tournay, for the trea- 
ſury. 


ILCHESTER. 


This borough, which conſiſts of one hun- 
dred and ſixty- three houſes, is the property 
of Mr. Troward, the attorney, of Effex-ftreet. 
The right of voting is here in the inhabitant 
houſe-holders, without paying ſcot and bt. 


Sir John Eamer, the alderman, and Mr. 
Martindale, were ſent here at the laſt general 
election by the treaſury, to oppoſe Sir Robert 
Clayton, and Mr. William Dickenſon, Jun. 
who were the nominees of Mr. Troward the 


proprietor, but they were only able to procure 


{ſixteen votes. 
This place ſent members the 23 of Edward 
the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 12 of Edward 


8 the 
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the Third, and reſtored the 12 of Edward 
the Fourth. 


Corporation conſiſts of a bailiff, and twelve 
burgeſſes. a 


Right of election, January 28, 1702, in 
the bailiff, twelve burgeſſes, and inhabitants 
not receiving alms. 


N umber of voters, one hundred and foxty- 
three. 


Returning officer, the bailiff. 
| Proprietor, John Troward, Eſq. 8 
IPSWICH. 


This town is under the management rather 
than the influence of Mr. Cricket, one of the 
preſent members, who, by the eſtabliſhment of 

| a bank, 


( 259. ) 

2 bank, and with. the aſſiſtance of the patron - 
age of government, brought in the two mem- 
bers at the laſt election. 


| Mr. William Middleton, of Crowhield Hall, 
in this county, a gentleman of very indepen- 
dent principles, who repreſented this place from 
1784 to 1790, was a candidate at the laſt ge- 
neral election; when the numbers on the poll 


were 


For Sir A. 8. Hammond, 402 
C. A. Cricket, Eſq. 382 
W. Middleton, Eſq. 311 


Ipſwich has ſent members ever ſince the 


23 of Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts of two bailiffs, a re- 
corder, ten portmen, and twenty-four com- 


* 


mon- council-men. 
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Right of eleQion is in the bäfliff, port 
men, commonalty, and freemen, not recelv- 
ing alms, 3 February, 1710. A reſolution 
paſſed, that portmen are an eſſential conſti. 
tuent part of the great court for making free- 
men of the ſaid borough, without ſome of 

which portmen being preſent; the fail court 
cannot be held, 31 March, 1714. 


| 8 | 215 , 
Number of voters, iir hundred and ninety- 
three. | | 


Returning officers, the two bailiffs. 


Patron, C. A. Cricket, Eſq, 


ST. IVES. 


This borough is the property of Williatn 
Praed, Eſq. one of its preſent members. 


"It 
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It has ſent members ſince the 4 and 5 of 
Philip and Mary. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve capital burgeſſes, twenty-four inferior 


burgeſſes, and a town-clerk. 


* 


Right of election, December 8, 1702, is in 
the inhabitants pay ing ſcot and lot. 


Number of voters, one hundred and eighty. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Proprietor, William Praed, Eſq. 


KENT. 


This county has made great ſtruggles to 
preſerve its independence, but the two epiſco- 
pal churches of Canterbury and Rocheſter, 
the dock-yards of Chatham, Sheerneſs, and 


3 


r — . 


p on · » 
„ 


# *4 460 TIS. 2 1 * 
* —— — —_ „ ——— 3 


( 262 ) 


Deptford, the cuſtom-houſes, exciſe, and naval 
and military eſtabliſhments, produce a weight 
of influence that has threatened to reduce it, 
like Hampſhire, to the degrading inſignifi- 
cance of a borough. * 


Mr. Filmer Honeywood has twice ſtood 
forth the champion of its independence with 
a firmneſs that has endeared him to the coun- 
ty of Kent. In 1790, he was ſucceſsful ; the 
numbers on the poll being— | 


For Sir E. Knatchbull ' 4285 
F. Honeywood, Eſq. 3101 
Hon. C. Marſham 2524 


At the laſt general election in 1796, the 
ſtate of the poll was in favour of the govern- 
ment candidates. The numbers being 
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For Sir E. Knatchbull 5202 
Sir W. Geary 4418 
F. Honey wood, Eſq. 4280 
A peti- 
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A petition is now before the houſe in be- 
half of Mr. Honeywood, and the friends of 
liberty have the firmeſt reliance that he has a 
majority of legal votes, and will therefore be 
the ſitting member. 


KING'S LYNN 


Is under the patronage of Lord Walpole, 
whoſe family have had the command of it 
ever ſince the time of the famous Sir-Robert 
Walpole, who was member for this bo- 
rough. 


It has ſent members fince the 23 of Edward 
the Firſt, | 
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Corporation It has had fifteen royal char- 
ters, and is now governed by a mayor, record- 
er, high ſteward, under ſteward, twelve alder- 
men, and eighteen common: council- men. 


84 Right 
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Right of election, in the freemen. 


N umber of voters, about three Aint 
n officer, the mayor. 
Patron, Lord Walpole. 

KINGSTON UPON HULL 


This town, from its opulence and number 
of eleQors, is independent of a patron. 


It firſt ſent members the 33 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the next year, and was 


reſtored the 12 of Edward the Second. 


/ 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
ſheriff, and twelve aldermen. 


A conteſt happened here at the laſt election, 
when it appeared that Sir Charles Turner, who 
ſtood 
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ſtood on the oppoſition intereſt, might have 
ſucceeded with a ſecond candidate. The num- 
bers on the poll were— | 


For Sir Charles Turner 833 
Samuel Thornton, Eſq. 771 
W. S. Stanhope, Eſq. 714 


Right of election, in the freemen. 


Number of voters, fixteen hundred, 


Returning officer, the ſheriff. 
KNARESBOROUGH. 


The right of election in this town is veſted 
in eighty-four burgage-holds, which are all 
the property of the Duke of Devonſhire, who 
has conſequently the power of nominating 
both the members. 


On 


<> Srl Agr — * 3 8329 r 


( 266 ) 
On the day of election a few of the duke's 


-tenants arrive in the borough, when a certain 


burgage houſe is conveyed to each of them; 
they are then informed who they are to vote 
for, and the election is made. The ſteward 
of the Duke of Devonſhire 1s the returning 


officer: not a ſingle elector reſides in the bo- 
rough. 


Knareſborough has ſent members ſince 
the 1 of Mary. | 15 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, May 17, 1691, in che 
burgage- holders. 


Number of voters, n eigbiy-four, 
actually but one. 


3 Duke of Devonſhire. 
LAN- 
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LANCASTER COUNTY. 


The intereſt of the Earl of Derby at pre- 
ſent brings in one member for this county, 
and the Tory party the other. 


LANCASTER. 


This town is at preſent repreſented by a 
compromiſe. The Earl of Lonſdale names 


one member, and the corporation the other. 


It firſt ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 5 of Edward the 


Third, and reſtored the x of Edward the 
Sixth. | 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


twelve aldermen, two bailiffs, twelve capital 


burgeſſes, twelve common burgeſſes, and a 
town=-clerk, 


Right 
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Right of election, in the freemen. 
Number of voters, about fifteen hundred. 


Returning officers, the mayor, and two 
bailiffs. 


Patron, Earl of Lonſdale, one member. 
LAUNCESTON 


| Is the county town of Cornwall, and the 
aſſizes are held alternately here and at Bod- 
myn, but the right of election is exerciſed by 
a corporation of twenty-three individuals. 
The Duke of Northumberland had the influ- 
ence of this corporation till 179 5, when a va- 
cancy happening in its repreſentation, by the 
death of Sir Henry Clinton, his grace recom- 
mended the Hon. John Rawdon to ſupply his 


Place, but it was then diſcovered that Mr. 


Roſe had attached a majority of theſe grate- 
9 | | ful 
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ful electors to the ititereſt of thetreaſury, and 
Mr. Garthſhore, ptivate ſecretary to Mr. 
Dundas, was elected in oppoſition to Mr. 
Rawdon, by a majority of ſixteen to five. 


At the laſt general election, however, the 
old intereſt was recovered, and the Hon. 
John Rawdon, and James Brogden, Eſq. 
who were propoled by the friends of the 
Duke of Northumberland, had twelve votes 
each, while the Earl of Dalkeith, and William 
Garthſhore, Eſq. who ſtood on the intereſt of 
the treaſury, or, as they choſe to call it, the in- 
tereſt of the Duke of Buccleugh, who has no 
eſtate nor connection in that part of th- coun- 


try, could procure only eleven. 


ran has ſent members ever ſince 


the 23 of Edward the irh. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


and eight aldermen. 
e Right 
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Right of election, March 17, 1723, is in 
the mayor, aldermen, and freemen, being in- 
| habitants at the time they were made free, 
and not receiving pay of the pariſh. 


March 24, 1734.—The aldermen to be 
elected out of the legal freemen. 


Number of voters, #wenty-three. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Duke of Northumberland. 


LEICESTERSHIRE 


Is at preſent repreſented by the united in- 


tereſts of the Duke of Rutland and Lord 
Curzon. 


LEI. 
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LEICESTER TOWN. 
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This being a large manufaQuring town, 
and the right of voting extending to all the 
inhabitant houſe-holders, as well as to all 


the freemen, it is' not to be influenced by a 


Patron. 


There have been conteſts at the general 
election in 1790, and at the laſt general elec- 
tion in 1796; the former was between Samuel 
Smith, Eſq. brother to Lord Carrington, and 
Nathaniel Braſſey Halhed, Eſq. on the mi- 
niſterial intereſt, and the preſent Lord Ran- 
cliffe, and Lewes Montoleau, Eſq. on the in- 
tereſt of oppoſition. This ended in a com- 
promiſe between the parties during the poll, 
in which it was agreed that Mr. Halhed, 
and Mr. Montoleau ſhould decline, and that 
Mr. Smith, and Lord Rancliffe, then Mr. 


Parkins, ſhould be returned. 
Since 
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Since that period Mr. Parkins has Joined 
adminiſtration, and has been made an Iriſh 
peer, his intereſt was therefore united to that 
of Mr. Smith, at the laſt election, who he had 
oppoſed at the former one, and Bertie Great- 
head, Eſq. and Walter Rudens, Eſq. were pro- 


poſed by the oppoſition party. At the cloſe 
of the poll the numbers were— 


For Samuel Smith, Eſq. - 1029 


Lord Rancliffe 993 
B. Greathead, Eſq. 556 
W. Rudens, Eſq. 537 


- Leiceſter has ſent members ever ſince the 
23 of Edward the Firſt. | 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, record- 
er, ſteward, bailiff, twenty-four aldermen, 
forty-eight common-council-men, a town= 
clerk, and other officers. | 


Right 
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freemen, not receiving alms, and in the in- 
habitants paying ſcot and lot; but perſons 
living in the borough by certificate, not hav- 
ing gained a ſettlement, by renting ten pound 
per annum, or ſerving in an annual office, are 
not entitled (by paying ſcot and lot) to vote, 
8 February, 1705. 


Number of voters, about fifteen hundred. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


LEOMINSTER. 


This borough has been ſtrongly conteſted 


between the Duke of Norfolk and Lord 
Malden. The candidates ia both intereſts 
were within one vote of each other upon 
the poll. A petition, in which Mr. Biddulph, 
the candidate on the Duke of Norfolk's in- 
tereſt, appealed to a committee of the Houſe 

T of 


Right of election, agreed to be in the 
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of Commons, has been tried and decided in 
favour of the ſitting members, who were 
both ſupported by Lord Malden. 


The magiſtrates of this borough, who are 
in the intereſt of Lord Malden, have by law 
the controul of the poor-rates, which are 
the proof of the eligibility of the votes in 
ſcot and lot boroughs. It is well known to 
thoſe converſant in elections that this power 
is very frequently abuſed to ſerve election 
purpoſes. A very ſtriking inſtance occurred 
in the caſe of Seaford, in 1786. The overſeers 
had only rated twenty-four of the inhabi- 
tants out of one hundred and fix, who were 
eligible to pay taxes; and the magiſtrates, 
rather than ſuffer. the influence of the bo- 
rough to be extended to theſe. men, and be 
thereby deprived. of the advantages ariſing 
from election traffic, choſe to maintain the 
poor themſelves. This partiality is complain- 
ed of in the borough of Leominſter, and 

is 
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is only to be remedied by à new law. Ad- 


mitting appeals from the borough to the 
county ſeſſion, would be one way of cor- 


recting this abuſe; but the moſt effectual 


method would be to inflict a penalty of one 


hundred pounds upon the overſeer for every - 


houſe-keeper he omitted to inſert in the poor- 
rate, and to give the party aggrieved the 
power of ſuing for and recovering the ſame. 


The numbers on the poll at the laſt elec- 


tion were 


For John Hunter, Eſq. 2 462 
G. A. Pollen, Eſq. - 291 
R. Biddulph, Eiq. - 290 


Leominſter has ſent members ſince the 


23 of Edward the Firſt, 


Corporation conſiſts of two bailiffs, a re- 
corder, high-ſteward, twelve capital burgeſſes, 


and a town'clerk. 
| T2 Right 
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Right of election, April 16, 1725, in tlie 
bailiffs, capital burgeſſes, and inhabitants 
paying ſcot and lot. 


Number of voters, about fix Hundred. 
| Returning dias] the bailiffs. 
| . Lord Viſcounr Malden. - 
LESKEARD 
Is a corporation town, the right of electing 


5 members is in twenty-four corporators, and 
about eighty ſworn burgeſſes. 


It ſent members the 23 of Edward the Firſt, 
was diſcontinued the 17 of Edward the Fourth, 
and reſtored the 1 of Edward the Sixth. 


| | Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
* capital * * fifteen aſſiſtants. 
Right | 


( 277 ) 
Right of eleftion in the corporation 1 
ſworn free burgeſſes. | . 


Number of voters, about one hundred. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Lord Eliot. 


LESTWITHIEL. 


Another corporation borough, where the 
right of voting is only in fwenty-four indi- 
viduals, 


It ſent members, and was diſcontinued 
and reſtored, at the ſame Prins with Leſ- 
keard. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, ſix capital 
burgeſſes, and ſeventeen aſſiſtant common- 


WA. 


1 
Right of election, in the mayor, and ſix 


capital burgeſſes, together with ſeventeen aſ- 
ſiſtants annually choſen, and who had a right 
to vote at the preceding election of mayor. 


The ſeven capital burgeſſes chooſe the 
ſeventeen aſſiſtants. 9155 


Number of voters, #wenty-four. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Earl of Mount Edgcumbe. 


LEWES. | 


The borough of Lewes does not extend 
over more than half of the town of the ſame 
name. The Cliff and Southover diviſions 


are excluded from the right of voting. 


Lord Pelham poſſeſſes about eighty out of 
three 
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three hundred houſes which conſtitute the 
borough of Lewes; and by means of the in- 
fluence this property gives him, the tenants 
being all obliged to vote as he directs them, 


he can always return one of the members. 


The independent part of the electors have 
attempted to overturn this influence at all 
the late elections in 1 784, 1790, and alſo at 
the laſt general eleQion in 1796, when Mr. 
Green of this town was propoſed in oppoſi- 
tion to Mr. Pelham, but without ſucceſs. 
Mr. Kempe, the other member for this town, 
is one of thoſe independent repreſentatives 
who ſtand pledged to their conſtituents never 
to accept place, penſion, gratuity, nor reward 
of any kind from any adminiſtration while 
he ſhall continue a repreſentative of the peo- 


ple in parliament. 


Lewes has ſent members ever ſince the 
23 of Edward the Firſt. 
T 4 Corpo- 
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Corporation, never any. 


Right of election, May 8, 1735, in the 
inhabitants, being houſe-holders, paying ſcot 
and lot. 

# 

Returning officers, two conſtables appoint- 

ed at the court leet of the three lords of the 
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manor alternately. Theſe lords are the Duke 
of Norfolk, Duke of Dorſet, and the Earl of 
Abergavenny. 
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Number of voters, about three hundred. 


Patron, Lord Pelham, one member. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 


This county is exactly in the ſituation of 
Devonſhire, che two moſt wealthy gentlemen 
of the county muſt always be its members, as 
no man of moderate fortune can ſuſtain the 

a 
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expence of a conteſted election for ſo large a 


diſtrict under the preſent ſyſtem of election. 


Sir Gilbert Heathcote, one of the preſent 
members ſucceeded upon that ground at the 


laſt general election. Sir John Thorold, one 


of the late repreſentatives, had been choſen 
in ſeveral parliaments, and had conducted 
himſelf with that integrity and independence 
which could never have given umbrage to his 
conſtituents ; but upon the wealthieſt man in 
the county becoming a candidate, it remained 
the only queſtion with Sir John whether he 
would part with his ſeat or his fortune. He 


_ wiſely preferred parting with the former, 


LINCOLN CITY. 


This city ſent four repreſentatives to par- 
liament as a county, the 49 of Henry the 
Third, and was at that period one of the 


largeſt and moſt populous cities in the coun- 
8 | a try. 
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try. It is now very much reduced from the 
ftate of its ancient conſequence, ſo as only to 
rank among the middling towns. It how- 
ever preſerves its independence of a patron, 
having at the laſt general election choſen the 
Hon. George Rawdon, independent of per- 


ſonal influence or corporation controul. 


Mr. Elliſon, the other member, is a banker 
in this town, and had the ſupport of the cor- 
poration and the neighbouring gentlemen in 

the miniſterial intereſt. ws 


It has ſent members ever ſince the 49 of 
Henry the Third, without intermiſſion. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve aldermen, two ſheriffs, four chamber- 
lains, a coroner, town-clerk, and forty-eight 

0 | common=-council-men. It is a county of it- 
ſelf, and has a juriſdiction twenty miles 
round. 
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| Right of election, in the freemen. 
Number of voters, f welve bundred. 


Returning officers, the mayor, and two 
ſheriffs. 


LIVERPOOL. 


This town, as may be conceived from the 
extenſiveneſs of its commerce, and its great 
population, is independent of the controul of 
a patron, but not entirely ſo of the corpora- 
tion. They influence the choice of one of 
its members, and made an attempt in 1790 
to return both. The ſpirit of the people 
however revolted at this, and they propoſed 
General Tarleton in his abſence and without 
his knowledge, and returned him to parlia- 


ment, free of expence, by a majority of two 
to one. 


At 


4 
| At the laſt general election, Mr, John 
. Tarleton, one of his brothers, and late mem- 
ber for Seaford, was oppoſed to him by the 
miniſterial party, but not being able to pro- 
cure more than three hundred votes out of 
three thouſand, he was obliged to relinquiſh 
the conteſt, and General Tarleton was te⸗ 


elected amidſt the grateful 8 of his 
independent conſtituents. 


Liverpool ſent members the 23 of Edward 
the Firſt, and the 35 of the ſame reign, and 
" was then diſcontinued till the 1 of Edward 

the Sixth. 


1 ata re rd add cate tr ad nr „ 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, record- 
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er, town-clerk, two bailiffs, and a com- 


mon- council of forty-one, including thel 
officers. 


Right of election, March 5, 1729, in the 
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mayor, bailiffs, and freemen, not receiving 


alms. 


Number of voters, near three thouſand. 


Returning officers, the mayor, and two 
hailiffs. 


LITCHFIELD. 


The repreſentation of this city is the joint 
property of the Marquis of Stafford, and 
Thomas Anſon, Eſq- of Tar n one 


of its members. 


The right of election being in freebolders 
of forty ſhillirigs per annum, in the burgaye-= 
Volders, and enrolled freemen, the Marquis 
of Stafford and Mr. Anſon, who have pur- 
chaſed the burgage- holds, have contrived, by 
an admirable fineſſe, to make each of them 


give two votes, or, in the election phraſe, to 


carry double. The manner in which this is 
| effected 


199 


effected is as follows: the proprietors poſ- 
ſeſſing the fee · ſimple of the burgage-holds, 
convey them to certain friends and depen- 
dents on the eve of an election, by which 
they create as many electors as they have 
burgage- holds to qualify. They then cauſe 
an annuity of forty ſhillings per annum to be 
granted upon each burgage-tenure, by which 
they create juſt as many more freeholders, 


Theſe are ſufficient to make a majority, and 


the election is ſecure. 


Litchfield firſt ſent members the 33 of 


Edward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 27 of 


Edward the Third, and reſtored by Edward 
the Sixth. 


Corporation conſiſts of a high and low 


bailiff, a recorder, ſheriff, and twenty-four 


burgeſſes. 


Right of cleQion is in che bailiff, ma- 
giſtrates, 


( 287 ) 
giſtrates, freeholders of forty hillings a year, 
ind all that hold by burgage-tenure ; and 
ſuch freemen as are enrolled and pay ſcot and 


lot; and alſo ſuch freemen only of the 
Tailors' company as are enrolled in the new 
book of conſtitutions (and not the old book) 
have a right to vote, 1oth May, 1701.— 
Reſolved to be in the bailiffs, magiſtrates, 
freeholders of forty ſhillings per annum, and 
all that hold by burgage-tenure ; and in ſuch 


freemen only as are enrolled, paying ſcot and 
lot there, 10 Dec. 1718. 


Number of voters, fix hundred nominally. 


Returning officers, the ſheriff, and the  bigh 
and low bailiffs. 


Proprietors, Marquis of Stafford; and 
Thomas Anſon, Eſq. 


LONDON. 


This city, with Lincoln and York, ſeat 


four 


. 
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four members to the parliament of the 49 of 
Henry the Third, in common with the re- 
ſpective counties of England. This privi- 
lege was diſcontinued to all the reſt the 23 


of Edward the Firſt, but London continues 
it to the preſent day. 


There is little neceſſary to be ſaid in a 5 


work of this kind of a place ſo well known, 
and which, from its commercial greatneſs and 
population, deſervedly ranks before all others 
in the country, except its political character, 
and the influence it may thereby have on the 


towns more remote from the centre of go- 
vernment. 15 


- 


The change that has taken place in the 
public character of the citizens of London 
ſince the commencement of Mr. Pitt's ad- 
miniſtration is perhaps the moſt remarkable, 
and at the ſame time the moſt humiliating, 
proof we have of a degradation of public ſen- 
timent; Antecedent to that period we have 
'beheld 
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beheld the citizens: of London demanding 
from their candidates, before they would in- 
veſt them with legiſlative authority, a teſt 
of their patriotiſm and their principles. It 
was neceſſary for them not only to have 


walked in the line of private integrity and 


public independence, to have gained the con- 
fidence of the livery of London, but a ſolemn 
declaration was required that they would not 
accept of either place, penſion, title, or gra- 
tuity, from any miniſter, The city had then 
ſuch men as Barnard, Janſſen, Beck ford. 
Sawbridge, and Bull, to repreſent them, whoſe 
names will be an honour to their choice to 
lateſt poſterity. But-what a degeneracy have 
we witneſſed in 1792!—a candidate ſtanding 
on the huſtings, and claiming their confidence, 
becauſe he boaſted of having been the tool 
of every ſucceſſive adminiſtration -a pen- 
ſioner preferred to a man of acknowledged 
independence, and a contractor head the poll 
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at a general election! Inſtead of repreſenting 


the will of their conſtituents, have we not ſeen 


three of the city members leave the huſtings, 
and vote the ſame- afternoon in the houſe 
againſt the very inſtructions they had but juſt 
been honoured with? and at the next election 
we have ſeen the ſame men re-inveſted with le- 
giſlative powers by the very electors for whom 
they had ſo recently ſhewn their contempt ! 


A change ſo ſudden, and in a body fo nu- 
merous and well-informed as the citizens of 
London are ſuppoſed to be, to à ſtate of po- 
| litical apathy, or rather political profligacy, 


muſt be acknowledged to be unexampled even 


in the degenerated ſtate of falling Rome. 


London has ſent members without inter- 
miſſion ſince the 49 of Henry the Third. 


Corporation conſiſts of à lord mayor, 


twenty- 
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twenty-ſix aldermen, in which number the 
mayor 18 included, two ſheriffs, a recorder, 
common ſerjeant, chamberlain, town-clerk, | 
two hundred and thirty-ſix common-council- - 


men, and various officers. 


Right of election, by act of parliament 
11 of George the Second, 1s in the ONE of 
London only. 


Number of voters, ten thouſand. 


Returning officers, the ſheriffs. 


LUDLOW. 


This borough is partly under the patronage 
of Lord Clive, and will in all probability be 
wholly ſo on the death of Mr. Knight, one 
of the preſent members. 
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It has ſent members ſince the 12 of Ed- 
ward the Fourth. 


Corporation conſiſts of two bailiffs, a re- 
corder, ſteward, chamberlain, twelve alder- 
men, twenty-five common-council-men, a 


town- clerk, and other officers. 


Right of election, February 26, 1661, is 
in all the reſident common burgeſſes. 


December 22, 1690. The new charter 
granted to the town of Ludlow by the late 
King James, whereby the ancient method of 
electing burgeſſes oe parliament is altered, is 


illegal, 


March 1, 1698. The ſons of the burgeſles 
of Ludlow, and, thoſe that marry the daugh- 
ters of burgeſſes, have a right to be made 
burgeſſes of the ſaid borough. 
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Every perſon having a right to be made a 
burgefs of Ludlow, ought to demand ſuch his 
right by petition, according to the bye law 
made in the year 1663. 


Number of voters, five hundred. 
Returning officers, the two bailiffs. 


Patron, Lord Clive, one member, 


o 


LUDGERSHALL 


Is a ſmall village in Wiltſhire, the Joint 
property of Lord Viſcount Sydney, and Tho- 
mas Everett, Eſq. the banker, It has been 
the jubje& of two conteſts and two petitions 
between the two preſent proprietors; but it 
is at laſt agreed that they ſhall each ſend a 
member, | pe 


li firſt ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
1 Firſt, 
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Firſt, was diſcontinued the 4 of Edward the 
Second, and reſtored the 1 of Edward the 


Third. 
Corporation, none. 


Right of election, February 11, 168, in 
ſuch perſons as have an eſtate of inheritance, 
or free-hold or leaſe- hold, determinable upon 
life, within the ſaid borough. 


January 17, 1705, in the free - holders or 
leaſe-holders of the ſaid borough, determina- 


ble upon life or lives. 


/ 


Number of voters, nominally ſeventy, ac- 


tually only #w-. 


Returning officer, a bailiff, appointed at 
Lord Sydney's court leet. 


Proprietors, Lord Sydney, and Thomas 
Everett, Eſq. | | 
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LYME-REGIS 


Is another of the many dependent corpo- 
ration boroughs which is wholly under the 
controul of an individual; the Earl of Weſt- 
moreland and- his anceſtors having had the 
entire influence in the corporation for the laſt 


century. 


The corporation are fourteen in number, 
only three of whom reſide in the borough. 
One of theſe is collector, and a ſecond 
comptroller of the cuſtoms; conſequently 
there remains but one of the corporation re- 
ſident in the town who is competent to vote 


tor members of parliament. 


The freemen are forty-two in. number, 


cleven only of whom are inhabitants of 


Lyme; and of thoſe eleven, one is ſurveyor of 


the cuſtoms, two are land-waiters, and two 
U 4 others 


Dre 
— 


c 


3 . a 0 * . 
©) iis OM OO Abt a er wet weed ens libre aw whe, 4 = ls wo 


( 296 ) 
others are ſerjeants at mace: the remaining 
thirty-one are diſperſed from the Tweed to 
the Land's-end; ſo that if a conteſt was poſ- 
ſible, the candidates muſt canvas the voters 
in every part of England. 


Every other year there is a non-reſident 
mayor; and in that caſe, one of the three re- 
ſident members of the corporation acts as 
deputy. 


It ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 17 of Edward the 
Fourth, and reſtored the 1 of Edward the 
Sixth. | 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


and fourteen capital burgeſles. 


Right of election. This right is open to 
future inveſtigation. In the reigus of Mary 


and Elizabeth, the returns to parliament were 
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made by the mayor ahd burgeſſes, with ul 
the inhabitants and commeonalty. After this 
period the inhabitants at large were deprived 
of their right, and the elections were made 
by the freemen and freebolders only; but 
theſe two deſcriptions of voters were re- 
quired to be reſident. In the reign of 
Charles the Firſt, the freeholders alſo were 
excluded, and the members were choſen by 
the corporation and freemen only, During 
the protectorate of Cromwell, the inhabitants 
at large were again reſtored to their anelent 
right, but have never been admitted ſince. In 
the reigns of Charles the Second, and James 
the Second; a conteſt aroſe between the free- 
men and freeholders; but the former being the 
fewelt in number, were more ſubject to con- 
troul than the freeholders, and had therefore 
the favour of the court, which determined 
all election diſputes as ſuited their own in- 
tereſt; but on the acceſſion of William and 
Mary, the freeholders were again ' admitted 


in 
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in conjunction with the freemen, and con- 
tinued to give their ſuffrages during the 
whole reign of Queen Anne, and part of that 
of George the Firſt, when the. freeholders 


were .excluded, as the inhabitants at large 
had been before. 


— cc 


The only two entries on the Journals are 
as follow: 


May 11, 1689. 1n/i/ted to be in the mayor, 
burgeſſes, and freeholders. 


. ˙ eee ed ro 


February 28, 1727. Alleged to be in the 
mayor, capital burgeſſes, and freemen, only. 


Neither of theſe ſeems to have the effect of 

a reſolution: and if it had, the ſtatute of the 

28 of George the Third, chap. 52, allows it 

to be reviſed and cancelled, as being contrary 

0 the conſtitution, and ancient cuſtom of the 
borough. 


Num- 
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Number of voters, thirty-one. 


Returning officer, the. mayor. 
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Patron, the Earl of Weſtmoreland. 


LYMINGTON. 


This is a corporation borough ſubject to 
the controul of Sir Harry Burrard Neale, 
Bart. | i 


* 
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It has ſent members ſince the 27 of : 
Elizabeth. gave et rag) 


Corporation. This is a ſingular inſtance 
of a corporation without a charter. It has a 


corporation by preſeription, or ancient uſage, 
conſiſting of a titular mayor, aldermen, and 
burgeſſes without. limitation. Theſe bur- 
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geſſes, reſident or non-refidenit, c ooſe the 
mayor, who is ſworn in at the court leet of 
Sir H. B. Neale. Here the lord of the 
manor appoints the eleQors, and the electors 
in return appoint the lord of the manor their 
repreſentative. 


Right of election. There are no leſs than 
five reſolutions that the right of election is 
not in the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, 
but in the mayor and burgelles only: the laſt 


is January 11, 1710. 
Number of voters, /ixty. 
\ 


Returning officer, the titular mayor, 


Patron, Sir Harry Burrard Neale. 


MAID- 
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MA DST ONE. 


This borough, like Shoreliam, Cricklade, 
Shafteſbury, Hindon, Stockbridge, &c. has 
made a conſpicuous figure on the journals of 
the houſe of commons for bribery ; but as this 

* is by no means peculiar to any particular 
borough, we do not mean to dwell on it in 


this place. 


Mr. Mathew Bloxham, and general De- 
lancy, are the preſent members, againſt the 
return of whom a petition is now depending. 
The complaint of the petition is, that they 
had neither of them qualifications, and 
that they were conſequently ineligible to be 


choſen. { 


The number of votes on the poll at tlie 
laſt general election were— 
For 


(404 ) 
For General Delancy 415 
Matthew Bloxham, Eſq. 328 
Chriſtopher Hull, Eſq. 281 


Lord Romney is lord of the manor of 
Maidſtone, but exerts no influence over its 
political rights. 


I It firſt ſent members the 1 of Edward the 
Sixth, was diſcontinued by Mary, and re- 
ſtored by Elizabeth. | 


Corporation. It is governed by a mayor, 
recorder, aldermen, town-clerk, and common- 
council, by virtue of a new charter, granted 
by George the Second. 


- Right of election, February 7, 1701, and 
December 8, 1702, is in the freemen not re- 


ceiving alms. 


Number of voters, about /i hundred. 
wo Return- 
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Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, none. 


MALDEN. 


This borough is under the influence of Mr. 
Strutt, and Mr. Weſtern, the two preſent 


members. | - 


It has ſent members to parliament ſince the 
2 of Edward the Third, without intermiſſion. 


Corporation conſiſts of two bailiffs, a re- 
corder, high ſteward, eight aldermen, and 
eighteen capital burgeſſes. 


Right of election, is in ſuch freemen as do 
not receive alms, and are entitled to freedom 


by birth, marriage, or ſervitude; and that 
perſons deriving their right of freedom from 
| honorary 
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honorary freemen, and perſons claiming their 
freedom by purchaſe, and exerciſing trades 

within the borough, have no right to vote. 
20 May, 1715. 


Number of voters, two hundred. 
Returning officers, the two bailiffs. 


Patrons, Joſeph Holden Strutt, Eſq. and 
Charles Callis Weſtern, Eſq. 


MALMESBURY 


Is a corporation borough where the right 
of election is veſted in thirteen individuals; 
and theſe thirteen are again under the influ- 
ence of Mr. Joſeph Wilkins of this borough, 


receiver-general of the land-tax for the county 
of Wilts. 


Mr. Vaſlar tendered the votes of the free- 
5 men 
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men at the laſt eled ion in behalf of himſelf 
againſt P. J. Thelluſon, Eſq. and Samuel Smith, 
Eſq. the nominees of the patron, but the alder- 
man, who is the chief magiſtrate, and return- 
ing officer; rejected them all, and returned 
Mr. Thelluſon and Mr. Smith on the ſuf- 
frages of the thirteen. Mr. Vaſſar afterwards 
petitioned againſt the return, on the claim of 
the freemen at large, but the committee de- 
termined that Mr. Thelluſon and Mr. Smith 
were duly elected, and that the right of elecs 
tion was in the alderman, and twelve capital 


burgeſſes only. 


This place has ſent members ever ſince the 


23 of Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation conſi ſts of an alderman, and 
twelve capital burgeſſes. 


Right of election, in the alderman, and 
BY 4 | twelve 
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twelve capital e December 15, 170 
Confirmed 1 in aa 


Number of voters, thirteen. 
Returaioe officer, the alderman. 
Patron, Joſeph Wilkins, Elq- | 5 

MALTON. 


This town has no charter or corporation. 
The returning officer is a titular bailiff ap- 
pointed at the court leet of Earl Fitzwilliam, 
lord of the manor. There is no reſolution 
reſpecting the right of election, but it is exer- 
ciſed by the burgage-holders, in number about 
a hundred; theſe are moſtly the property of 
Farl Fitzwilliam, who has the fole r r of 


bl 


its political favours. 


It firſt ſeat members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, 


63%) 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 27 of the ſame 
reign, and reſtored by Charles the Second. 


— 
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Corporation, none. 
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Right of election; in the W 


Number of , voters, nominally about one 
hundred, actually only one. 


Returning officer, the lord's bailiff. 
Proprietor, Earl Fitzwilliam. 
MARLBOROUGH 


Is a large manufacturing town, where the 
right of electing members is confined to twen- 
ty individuals; and this corporation of twenty 
are under the influence of the Earl of. Aileſ- 
buy,... | | 
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It has ſent members ever ſince the 23 ot 
Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, two bail. 
iffs, and twenty capital burgeſſes, in which 
number the mayor and bailiffs are included. 


Right of election, May 1341717, in the 
mayor and burgeſſes of the faid borough 
only. 


Number of voters, twenty. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Earl of Aileſbury. 


MARLOW. 


This borough is now become the property 
of Sir Thomas Williams, Baronet, by a pur- 
chaſe of the major part of the houſes, An 
5 oppo 
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oppoſition was made at the laſt general clee+ 
tion to the proprietor and his fon, the preſent 
members, by John Fiott, Eſq. on the intereſt 
of William Lee Antonie, Eſq. one of the late 
members, who has alſo ſeveral houſes in the 
borough, and a conſiderable eſtate in the 
neighbourhood. - The numbers on the poll 


were 4 
For Sir T. Williams 138 
Owen Williams, Eſq. 154 
John Fiott, my 71 


Marlow firſt ſent Berben the 28 of Ed- 
ward the Eirſt, was diſcontinued the 2 of Ed- 
ward the Second, and reſtored the 21 of James 
the Firſt. 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, December 21, 1680, 
* and 
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and again, November 21, 1690, in thoſe in- 
habitants only who pay ſcot and lot. 


Number of voters, te hundred and twenty. 


five. 


4 4 


-* Returning officers, two conſtables. 


Proprietor, Sir Thomas Williams. 
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ST. MAWES 


r 


Is a hamlet with a few thatched cottages, 


e property of the Marquis o ing- 
ham. 
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It has ſent members to parliament ſince the 
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Elizabeth. 
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Right of election, in a portreve appointed 
Day at 
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burgeſſes. 2 un 269) arte sable 


Number of voters were /w2nty-two, but 
fixteen of theſe: having obtained revenue af - 
fices, are W004 and the number is there: 


fore reduced to Sad mice dai vil) an 
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Proprietor, Marquis of Buckingham. 


ST. MICHAEL, alias h 


4 94 


The right of elegtion in this borough is 18 in | 
part different from all others, | It has been | 
variouſly determined by the houſe, and has 
been exerciſed by different deſcriptions of 
people; at preſent it is in a bigh lord, and 
five deputy” lords, a * portreve appointed by 
the high lord at his court leet, from among "oF | 
X 4 | the 4 
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the five deputy lords, and the inhabitant 
houſe-holders paying ſcot and lot. 


The right of election was at firſt in the 
burghers, a term at preſent unknown in the 
borough. To which it is added in the jour- 
nals, © the inhabitants condeſcended;” a proof, 
among innumerable others, that the | right 
was originally in this borough, as in all 
others (before charters granting excluſive 
privileges came into uſe), in the inbabitant; 
at large. 


In the ſecond caſe, which occurred in 1660, 
the members were choſen by two elizors, ap- 
pointed by the lord 'of the manor, and by 
twenty-two of the freemen, choſen by theſe 
two elizors. 


The houſe at that period determined in fa- 
your of this right, which gave the appoint- 
0 


ment 


(1988) } 
ment of the two members to the lord of the 


manor. 


The right of election was conteſted à third 
time in 1689, by the houſe-holders paying 
{cot and lot, and the inhabitants at large, upon 
the claim of original right. It was then de- 
termined to be in the inhabitants at large not 
receiving alms. 


In 1709 it was a fourth time tried, and it 
was then determined by the houſe to be in 
the portreve, the high lord, and deputy lords, 
and in the inhabitants of the W. borough 
paying ſcot and hot. 


Thus the right of election, which was ori- 


ginally in the inhabitants houſe-keepers in 
every place, has been limited from time to 
time. Paying ſcot and lot could not be a term 
of limitation till the 43 of Elizabeth, as it 
had not its exiſtence, in the acceptation in 
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which it is now uſed; of paying to church 
and poor, till that period; and the term bur- 


gage holder is only a corruption of the an- 


cient “ borſe-holder. Houſe- holder, in the 


Saxon language, as the term Freemen in moſt 
of the cities and large towns, is evidently the 
liber bomo of the feudal times, which diſtin- 

. guiſhed the freeman from the villaia. 


St. Michael is now reduced to an inſigni- 
ficant village, conſiſting only of forty two 
houſes, which pay ſcot and lot, and theſe are 


moſtly the property of Sir nnn Haw- 
kins, Baronet. 


It has ſent members to parliament ſince the 
6 of Edward the Sixth. 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, March 20, 1700, in the 


portreve, and lords of the manor capable of 


being 
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being portreves, and the inhabitants of the ſaid 


borough paying ſcot and lot. 
Number of voters, farty- teu. 


Returning officer, the portreve, appointed. 
at the court leet of the high lor. 


* 


The ſix lords are, Lord De Dunſſanville, 
Sir Carew Vivyan, Bart. Sir Thomas Carew, 
Bart. Hugh Boſcawen, Eſq. William Courte- 
nay, Eſq, and Mr. Gulley. 


Patron, Sir Chriſtopher Hawkins. 
- MERIONETHSHIRE. | 


This county is not under individual influ- 


CENCE. 


MIDHURST 


Is one of the boroughs that ſend two mem 
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. 
bers to parliament without having a ſingle 
houſe, or inhabitant. The borough con- 
fiſts of one hundred and ninety-ſeven acres 
of land, and was the property of Lord Mont- 
agu, who ſold it to the preſent Earl of Egre- 
mont for forty-two thouſand pounds, who 
again ſold it in 1794 to the preſent Lord 


Carrington, proprietor of the borough of 
Wendover, for a leſs ſium. 


The conſtituent body here confifts of 
ane hundred and eighteen ſtones, denoting 
where the ſame number of burgage-tenures 


are to be found. Theſe are repreſented at an 
election by three oy four of the proprietor's 
friends, each holding a piece of parchment in 
his hand, called a conveyance, which inveſts 


them with a right, pro tempore, of acting as 
proxies for the dumb body of conſtituents. 


j 


It has ſent members ſince the 4 of Edward 
the Second. 


Corpo-' 
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160 
Corporation, none. 


Right of election, in the burgage-tenures. 


Number of voters, ONE. 


Returning officer, the ſteward or bailiff of 
the proprietor. 


Proprietor, Lord Carringtan. 


MIDDLESEX, 


This county has the firſt claim to inde= - 
pendence of any in this country, which wag 
evinced in the memorable conteſt with go- 
vernment for the freedom of its right of elec- 
tion from 1768 to 1782. 


MILBORNE PORT. 


A ſingular right of election is W 4 


in 
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in this borough, partly, burgage-hold, and 
partly ſcot and lot. Nine parcels of borough 
lands, the property.of the Earl. of Uxbridge, 
and William Coles Medlycott, Eſq. give a 
right of voting to any nine perſons to whom 


the proprietors chooſe to convey them for that 
purpoſe, beſide whom there are ninety houſe- 
Holders, paying ſcot and lot, who poſſeſs the 
ſame privilege, and a majority of theſe houſes 
having been purchaſed by the proprietors of 
the nine burgage-tenures, they have it in 


their power to nominate both the members. 


Two of theſe nine burgage tenures preſide 
yearly by rotation as returning officers, the 
perſons to whom they are conveyed being 
called the nine bailiffs, ſo conſtituted by the 


conveyance of the tenures. 


The two bailiffs, whoſe turn it happens to 
be to preſide, may, if they pleaſe, appoint 


two ſubſtitutes at the court leet, held annually 


4 
. 
1 
3 
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3 
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in the month of n who are called ſub- 
bailiffs. bade 8 


The ſub-bailiffs are generally two of the 


ſervants of the proprietors, and not unfre- 
quently have the honour of returning their 


maſters to parliament. 


There have been many conteſts and peti- 


tions from this borough. In 168 5.1747. 


106 © 


—1772,-177 5,—and laſtly 3 in 1796. The 
laſt petition aroſe from an oppoſition made to 
Lord Paget, fon to one of the proprietors, 
and Sir Robert Ainſley, uncle to the other, by 
General Macleod, and Lucius Concannon, 
Eſq. at the laſt general election. 


The numbers on the poll were— 


For Lord Paget 1 
dir R. Ainſley 7 
General Macleod 46 
L. Concannon, Eſq. 37 


It 
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I 
It was ſtated that fourteen good votes had 
been refuſed for general Macleod by the ſub- 
bailiffs, and that many bad ones had been ad- 
mitted for Sir Robert Ainſley. | 


The committee determined that Lord Paget 
and Sir Robert Ainſley were duly elected. 


This borough firſt ſent members the 26 of 
Edward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 35 of 
the ſame reign, and reſtored the 15 of Charles 
the Firſt. 


| Corporation, none. 


Right of election, December 8, t702, is in 
the capital bailiffs and their deputies, in the 
commonalty ſtewards, and the inhabitants 
paying ſcot and lot. 


Number of voters, ninety- nine. 


Return · 
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Returning viſoers, the two ſub-bailiffs, | 


* 


Propst Earl of Uxbrid ge, and William 
Coles Medlycott, . : 


MINEHEAD -.* 


Is a proprietary borough, belonging to 


John Fownes Luttrell, Eſq. of Dunſter Caf- 
tle, one of the preſent members, but owing to 
ſome negle& of the proprietor, in his atten- 
tion to the voters, he loſt one member at the 
aſt election in his own borough, and was in 
danger of even being thrpwn out himſelf. 
His opponents were John Langſton, Eſq. 
the banker, and Admiral Pole, againſt himſelf 
and his brother. At the final apa of the poll 
the numbers were ; 


For J. F. Luttrell, Eſq. | 97 

| John Langfton, Eſq, = 94 
Col. Tho. Luttrell N 
Admiral Pole R 
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It has ſent members ſince the 1 of Eliza- 
beth. 


Corporation, None. 


Right of election, February 24, 1717, is in 
the pariſhioners of Minehead and Dunſter, be- 
ing houſe-keepers in the b:rough of Minehead, 
and not receiving alms. 


Number of voters, one hundred and eigbty. 
Returning officers, two conflables. | 


Proprietor, John Fownes Luttrell, h Eſq. 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
The influence of chis county 16 between 
the Duke of Beaufort and Sir Charles Mor- 
gan, who each nominate a member. 


MON 
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MONMOUTH TOWN ˖n 

Sends only one member, who is always no- ; 
minated by the Duke of Beaufort. 

It has ſent members ſince the 27 of Henry 
the Eighth. 

Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, f 
two bailiffs, and fifteen common-council- 
men. rt ö 

Right of election, November 26, 1680, 
doth not belong to the burgeſſes inhabitants | 
of the borough of Monmouth only: | 

| | | | 

The burgeſſes inhabitants of the botoughs N 
of Newport and Uſke, in the county of Mon- | a | 
mouth, have a right to vote in the election of 1 

N 56 0. - 
1 
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a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for the (aid 
borough of Monmouth, 


Number of voters, about eight hundred. 


Returning officers, the mayor, and two 
bailiffs. 


* 


Patron, Duke of Beaufort. 


MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 


The commanding intereſt in this county is 
that of the Earl of Powis. 


MONTGOMERY TOWN. 


The greateſt part of this is the property of 
the Earl of Powis, who has the entire controul 
of the corporation and burgeſſes, ; 


The 
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The boroughs of Llanidlos, Lanvilling, and 
Welchpool, formerly voted in the election of . 
z a burgeſs to repreſent this borough in parlia- 
ment, but loſt that privilege by a reſolution 
of the Houſe of Commons in ira | 
| It has ſent Sembers Lincs the * of Henry 323 
the Een 1 
Right of election, April 16, 1728, | 18 in the | 
burgeſſes of the ſaid ſhire town 4 7 | | 
Corporation conſiſts of two bail, and 
twelve burgeſles. 195 
Number of voters, eigεei. | 0 
Returning officers, the bailiffs, | 
Proprietor, Earl of Powis. 1 
MORPETH. : | | 
This borougk b is moſtly the property of his | 
A Earl | 
| 
F 
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Earl of Carliſle, who has the abſolute controul 
of the electors. 


It has ſent members ſince the 1 of Mary, 


Corporation conſiſts of two bailiffs and ſe- 
ven aldermen. gl 


Right of election is only in the bailiffs, 
and free burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, 
March 9, 1694. | 


Number of voters, about wo hundred, 
Returning officers, the two bailiffa. 
Patron, Earl of Carliſle, 


NEWARK 
Is the largeſt town but one in the county 
of N ottingham, and the right of election 
| 7g 1s 


6 

is in the inhabitants houſe-holders, pay- 
ing ſcot and lot, the number of whom is not 
leſs than ſeven hundred, but it has ſtill the 


mortification to be under the abſolute controul 
of an individual. 


The grand - father of the preſent Duke of 
Newcaftle laid out no leſs a ſum than ſixty 
thouſand pounds in the purchaſe of houſes 
and other property in this town and its 
neighbourhòod, which gives him an influence 
in the elections that the whole weight of the 


independent part of the people cannot reſiſt 
with ſucceſs. 


William Paxton, Eſq. has twice been a 
candidate for this borough in oppoſition. to 
the Neweaſtle - intereſt, firſt in 1790, and 
again at the laſt general election in 1796, but 
without ſucceſs, the nominees of the Duke of 
Newcaſtle having been each time returned by 
a conſiderable majority. 


14 „ F ia 
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This is the laſt borough in England that 
received the privilege to ſend members to 
parliament by charter, granted the 24th of 
April, in the 29th year of Charles the Second. 


Wenlock in Shropſhire was the firſt bo. 
rough that ever obtained the fame privilege 
by a ſimilar inftrument the 29 of November, 
1478, in the reign of Edward the Fourth. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, twelve 
aldermen, and twelve aſſiſtants. 


Right of election, January 11, 1700, the 
mayor, aldermen, and a/l the inbabitants with- 
in the borough of Newark upon Trent, who 
pay, or ought to pay, ſeot and lot within the 
{aid borough, have a right to vote at the elec- 
tion of members to ſerve in parliament for 
the ſaid borough. 

March 22, 1791, the right of voting for 


7 members 


1 


4 
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members to ſerve in parliament for the bo- 
rough of Newark, is in the mayor, aldermen, 
and all the inhabitants paying /cot and lot. 


Number of voters, ſeven bundred. 

Returning officer, the mayor. 

proprietor, Duke of Newcaſtle. 
NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LINE. 


A great part of this borough is the pro- 
perty of the Marquis of Stafford, whoſe in- 
fluence directs the choice of the electors. It 
appeared in evidence before a committee of 
the Houſe of Commons in 1792, that it is 
very cuſtomary for the burgeſſes to live ten, 


fifteen, twenty, and even thirty years in their 


houſes withour paying any i rent. 


P 
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Clement Ka Ea of 15 in 


this county, and Thomas Fletcher, "Eſq. of 


this 
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6330) | 
this borough, oppoſed the nominees of the 


Marquis of Stafford, in 1790, but without 


ſucceſs. 


It has ſent members ever fince the 27 of 
Edward the Third. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, two 
bailiffs, and twenty-four common-council- 
men. | 

Right of election, April 9, 1624, in the 
mayor, bailiffs, and common-council-men, - 


February 27, 1705, in the mayor, bur- 
ceſſes, and freemen, reſident within the bo- 
rough. 


March 21, 1792, in the freemen reſiding 
in the borough of Newcaſtle-under-Line. 


Number of voters, /ix humdred and fixty. 
Return- 


46 4 46.4.4 4 » 
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Returning officer, the mayor, 


Patron, Marquis of 'Stafford. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


This town is, like Liverpool, too populous 
to ſubmit to the dictates of a patron, but it is 


at preſent repreſented by a compromiſe of the 


parties, which in fact leaves the town with- 


out the advantage of repreſentation, 


The modern praQtice of large towns, like 


Weſtminſter, Liverpool, Newcaſtle, &c. ſend- 


ing one man to parliament to vote with the 
miniſter, and another to vote againſt him, 
approaches ſo near to political ideotiſm, that 
we do not know by what other name to di- 
Ringuiſh it. 


It has ſent members ever ſince the 23 of 
Edward the Firſt, - 


Corpo- 
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Corporation. It is à county of itſelf, and j 

is governed by a mayor, recorder, ſheriff, and 

a court of aldermen. FA | 

" Right of election. By cuſtom in the fre- 

men at large, reſident and non-reſident, | 

Number of voters, #499 thouſand froe hun ; 

dred. N ; 

Returning officer, the ſheriff, + 

NEWPORT, CORNWALL. | 

This borough ought to be conſidered as | 
part of Launceſton, to which it is a kind of 
ſmall ſuburb, but by giving it two names, it 
ſerves, like Eaſt and Weſt Love, Weymouth 
and Melcomb-Regis, Aldborough and Bo- 
roughbridge, and Steyning and Bramber, to 
make two boroughs, and to ſend a double 

number. of members to pariament. 15 

It 
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33. 
It is the praperty of the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland, to whoſe honour it ought to be 


mentioned, that inſtead of making a market- 
able commodity of the repreſentation, he has 
ſelected for this borough, in the perſon of 
Mr. Richardſon, a gentleman whoſe literary 
talents, political principles, and private vir- 
tues, eminently qualify him for the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed ſituation. | | 


Newport has ſent members ſince the 6 of 
Edward the Sixth. 


Corporation, zone. 


Right of election, in the inhabitants pay- 
ing ſcot and lot. 


Number of voters, /ixty-7400. 


% 


Returning officers, two vianders appointed 
at the court leet of the lord of the manor. + 


\ 


Pro- 


! 
Proprietor, Duke of Northumberland. 


NEWPORT, ISLE OF WIGHT. 


This is a large country town, and the ca- 
pital of the iſland, but where the right of 
election is only nominal, it being exerciſed 
only by a corporation of twenty-four indi- 
viduals, and ſeveral of that number not re- 
fident in the borough. 


The Reverend Mr. Holmes, a clergythan 
and a magiſtrate in this iſland, has the ab- 
ſolute controul of this corporation. 


Newport firft ſet members the 23 of Ed- 
ward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the next 
year, and reſtored by charter the 23 of Eli- 
zabeth. n 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
ten aldermen, and twelve burgeſſes. 


Night 


( 335 ) 
Right of election, in the corporation. 


Number of voters, fwenty- four. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, the Reverend Leonard Troughear 
Holmes. 


NEWTON, ISLE OF WIGHT. 


This borough is 'almoſt become extinct in 
every thing but the name, like Old Sarum, 
Midhurſt, &c. there not having been ſor 
many years more than five or ſix fiſhermen's 


huts to preſerve it from oblivion. 


The right of election is not however in 
theſe few inhabitants, but in a ſtill ſmaller 
number who never inhabited in the borough, 
and who never ſee it except at an election. 


This right is here in thirty- ſix burgage- 
N holds, 


( 335 ) 
holds, which are the property of the follow. 


ing individuals— 


Sir Richard Worſley owns  - 

Sir John Barrington — = 

Maſter Blachford, nephew to 125 
John Barrington — 


Theſe conſtitute a majority, and of courſe 
can nominate the two members. 


The remainder of theſe burgage-holds . 
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long to the following perſons 


Reverend Mr. Holmes = 2 
William Worſley, Eſq. — ” 
Sir William Oglander =« - 
John Urry, Eſq. — - 
Coheirs of John Leigh, Eſq. + 
Maurice Biſſet, Eſq, _ = 3 
William Hill, Eq. = = 
William Harvey = — 
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The tree firſt conſtituting a majority over 
the laſt eigbt, always chooſe the two members, 


Newton has ſent members fince the : 27 of 
Elizabeth. 45 


Corporation, none. 10 
Right of election, April 22, 1729, in the 


mayor and burgeſſes, having borough lands 
within the ſaid b | 
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Number of voters, nominally thirty: Ax, 
actually but hree. 


Returning officer, a titular mayor, appoint- 
ed by the lord of the manor, always a non- 


- 


reſident; 


Prong Sir Richard Worſley, Sir * 
Barrington Ge, 
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NEWTON, LANCASHIRE. 
This is another burgage-tenure borough 
belonging to Thomas Peter Leigh, Eſq, one 
of the preſent members, who is poſſeſſed of 
about ſixty burgage-holds, each of which be- 


ing conveyed to a friend, conſtitutes him a 
burgeſs of this borough. : 


The returning officers are the ſteward and 
bailiff of the lord of the manor, ſo that Mr. 
Leigh having the appointment of returning, 
officers and conſtituents, it would be hard it 
they did not, in return, appoint him a mem- 
ber of parliament. 


Newton has ſent members fince the 1 of 
Elizabeth. G | | 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, in the free burgeſſes. 
752 . Return- 
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Returning officers, the ſteward and bailiff 
of the lord of the mano. 


Propriaipns Thomas Par Leigh , Eſq. 


NORFOLK. 


This county has at preſent one repreſenta- 
tive for the Whig, and one for the Tory in- 
tereſt, WIN 


' NORTHALLERTON, 


This is a burgage-tenure borough, but the 
right of voting is not diſtinguiſhed by a hun- 
dred and eighteen ſtones, as at Midhurſt, or 
by a foundation - wall, 28 at Old Sarum, but 
by the appearance of a certain number of 

chimnies. The greater part of the burgage- 
tenures here front the ſtreet, and now exiſt 
in the form of ſtables or cow-houſes, i in which 
a chimney 3 is preſerved as the memorial of 

2 2 the 


(34 ) 
the right; others are let out to poor perſon; 
at a ſmall annual rent, on'the condition of 
their keeping them in repair; and many are 


totally ruinous and uninhabited. 


The vote is in ſome- inſtances ſeparated 
from the houſe, by the practice of granting 
a leaſe of the latter for the term of nine 
hundred and ninety-nine years, ſubject to an 
annual pepper-corn rent; in either caſe the 
vote 1s conſidered as being worth one hun- 
dred pounds more in the purchaſe than the 
value of the [he 05-4 Ch 


A majority * theſe burgage-tenures are 
the property of Lord Harewood and Henry 
Pierce, Eſq. one of the preſent members, 
who conſequently have the right of. election 


in themſelves. 


of the minority of theſe tenures, ten be- 


long to Sir Charles Turner, five to Mr, Met- 
calf 


| ( 341 ) 
calf and family, four to Mr. Meek, and the 
ſame number to the Reverend Mr. Peacock. 


Northallerton having ſent to parliament the 
26 of Edward the Firſt, made no other re- 
turn till called upon, 'as Malton was, to ſend 
members, by order of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, anno 1640, in the reign of Charles 


the Second. 


Corporation. It never had a charter nor 
a corporation, but it has a bailiff deputed and 
authoriſed by the Biſhop of' Durham 'by pa- 


* 


tent for life. | j 
Right of ON in the burgage-tenures, 


Number of voters, nominally aut tuo 
hundred, aQtually only Iwo. 


Retenidh officer; the bailiff, nnn by 
the Biſhop of Durham, who i is lord of the 
manor. t fe WW" 
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Proprietors, Lord Harewood, aud Henry 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


This county is completely under the in, 
fluence of about a dozen peers, among whom, 
are the Earl Spencer, Earl of Northampton, 
&c. &c. 


Ee ee es mm e d a * 


NORTHAMPTON TOWN. 


Northampton is independent in the return 
of one of its members, the other is influenced 
by the corporation, who are. under the con- 
troul of the Earl of Northampton. 


This body attempted the return of both 
the members at the laſt general election, but 

_ expoſed the weakneſs of their power fo gla- 
ringly in the conteſt, as to ſatisfy the inde - 

| pendent part of the town, that they may 
| ſhake 


63 
ſhake off the yoke altogether upon a future 


| 
F 
1 


occaſion. 


The candidates, propoſed by the corpora- 
tion in the intereſt of the Earl of Northamp- 
ton, were the Hon. Spencer Percival, his 
lordſhip's relation, and Mr, Walcot. The 
Hon. Edward Bouverie, a neighbouring gen+ 
tleman, and one of their late members, were 
ſupported by the independent intereſt. The 
numbers at the cloſe of the poll were— 


For the Hon. 8. Percival 740 
Hon. E. Bouverie 512 
Mr. Walcot 474 


This town has ſent members ever ſince the 
23 of Edward the Firſt, 

Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
two bailiffs, and forty-eight common-council- 
men, out of Which number the mayor is 

m_ annually 
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annually choſen, who is, after he has ſerved 
that office, reputed an alderman. 


Number of voters, one thouſand. 
Returning officer, the mayor, 


Patron, Earl of Northampton, one mem. 
ber. 


” NORTHUMBERLAND. | 


The - government have conſiderable in- 
fluence in this county from poſſeſſing the 
eſtates of the Earl of Derwentwater, which 
were forfeited to the crown in 1715. Under 
the weight of that influence Colonel Beau- 
mont, one of the preſent. members, is ſaid 
to have obtained his ſeat. It is however 
generally acknowledged that the intereſts 
of the Duke of Northumberland, the Earl 
of Tankerville, and Sir Henry Grey, unit- 
ed with the deſeryed popularity of Mr. 
Charles 
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Charles. Grey, and the zeal of the indepen- 
dent gentlemen of the county, are at any 
time ſufficiently powerful to overturn the 
whole influence of the treaſury in the choice 
of their members. | | G 


NORWICH. 


This city has made great efforts to regain 
its former independence, but the perſonal in- 
tcreſt of one its preſent members, and the 
public influence of the other, has | hitherto 
heen too powerful for the exertions of the 
independent party. It is however very ge- 
nerally admitted, . that had Mr. Bartlett 
Gurney, the gentleman who was. oppoſed to 
Mr. Windham at the laſt election, been 
perſanally preſent at the time, and canvaſſed 
in the accuſtomed manner for votes, he would 
have been elected by a conſiderable majority. 
This gentleman was abſent from Norwich, | | 


and unacquainted with the intentions of the 


friends | ; 


ak 
friends of liberty in that place to propoſe 
him as a candidate. The numbers on the 
poll will evidently demonſtate the ſerie of 
the city of Norwich, when it is underſtood 
that none of the non-reſident voters were 
called in at the expence of Mr. Gurney or his 
friends, but that all who would come were 
brought by the fitting members. 


The numbers on the poll were— 


For the Hon. H. Hobart | 1622 
Right Hon. W. Windham 1159 
Bartlett Gurney, Eſq. - 1076 


Norwich has fent members ever ſince the 
23 of Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation confiſts of a mayor, ſteward, 
recorder, two ſheriffs, twenty-three alder- 
men, and fixty common- council- men. 


Right of election, March 12, 17015 is in 
the 
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the frecholders and fuch freemen only of the 
ſaid city as are Entered in the books, and do 
not receive alms of charity. 


Number of voters, about three thouſand. 
Returning officers, the ſheriffs. 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
The influence of this county is poſſeſſed 
by the Duke of Portland, and Lord: Viſcount 


Newark: the ſons of theſe noblemen are the 
preſent repreſentatives. 


NOTTINGHAM TOWN. - 


No town in England is more independent 


than Nottingham. The corporation, how- 


ever, contrive to procure the return of one or 


both of the members. | 


The preſent members at firſt eftabl iſhed 


£ 
Þ. ac Sa —— nne a 


( 348 ) 
themſelves on the common management of 
a compromiſe, the High or Tory party 
naming one, and the Low party the other; 

but ſince the leading men of theſe two parties 
have confounded the diſtinction, by coalitions 
for places, penſions, and titles, the names are 
only uſed to impoſe upon the prejudices of 
the ignorant, and to convert thoſe Prejudices 
to the purpoſes of the leaders: 


In Briſtol, Newcaſtle, Liverpool, and moſt 
of the large towns where the electors are too 
numerous to be influenced or purchaſed, we 
ſee this practice reſorted to; and ſhallow as 
it appears to be, we perceive it procure the 


return of one, or both the members in each 
of thele places. 


* 


1 


A great part of the 8 of Nottiog- 
ba had ſenſe to diſcover this artifice, and 
ſpirit to oppoſe it. They nominated Doctor 
C rompton of Nene. a gentleman of known 

. integrity 
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.ategrity and independence, and without (oli - 
citation, influence, treating, or corruption, five 
hundred and fixty of the voters gave him their 
unbĩaſſed ſuffrages. This comm endable exer- 
non of independence was unſucceſsful ; but it 
an omen of the reviving ſpirit of Britiſ li- 
berty, and will have its effect upon a future 
Vacancy. 93 5 > 


* 
: 
. : * 


The ſtate of the poll was _ A 


For Lord Carrington 12411 
D. P. Coke, Eſq. 1070-7. |- | 
Doctor Crompton 560 
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Nottingham has ſent members ſince the 2 3 
of Edward the Firſt. . 


Corporation. It is governed by a mayor 
and fix aldermen, who preſide over the ſeven 
wards into which the town is divided, a re- 
corder, two ſheriffs, and twenty-four com- 


mon- council-men. N 


1 a Right 


| 4.6% 

Right of election was anciently, according 
to Browne Willis, in the inhabitant houſe 
keepers, which was the original right of the 
whole people of England, but by reſolution 
of the houſe, June 10, 1701, it was agreed 
that the right was in the mayor, freemen, and 
freeholders of forty ſhillings a year; and that 
the eldeſt ſons of freemen by birth, and the 
youngeſt ſons of freemen who Hv ſerved /e- 
ven years apprenticeſhip, whether at Notting- 
ham or elſewhere, and alſo ſuch perſons as 


have ſerved apprenticeſhips to any freeman 
of Nottingham were well intitled to demand 
their freedom. | 


Number of voters, about ſeventeen hundred. 
Returning officers, the ſheriffs. 
OARHAMPTON.,.. ., 


This borough is nominally the property of 
| & T4 913 4 the 
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( 35! 
the preſent members, Thomas Tyrwhitt, Eſq, 
and Robert Bateman Robſon, Eſq, who put- 
chaſed it of the Duke. of Bedford and Earl | 
Spencer, but it is ſuppoſed to belong to a pec- 
ſon of very high rank. It is by no means a 
ſecure borough, the right of voting being in 
two deſcriptions of people, freeholders and 
freemen. The firſt feudal under a portreve 
choſen by the homage of a court leet of the 
lord of the manor, the ſecond corporate, who 
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derive their -privilege from a charter granted 
by James the Firſt, and governed by a mayor, 
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{even principal burgeſſes, and eight aſſiſtants. 
It had been uſual for many years for; theſe 
two bodies to co-operate, and chooſe the ſame 
perſon to fill the two offices of portreve and 
mayor. This junction of theſe offices took 
place in 1623, and continued, with only one 
exception, till 1789, when they were di- 
vided, and a double return of members took 
place in conſequence at the enſuing general 
election in 1790. It was then determined 

7 that 


633 
chat che mayor, and not the portreve, was the 
returning officer. The freeholds giving the 
right to vote, are the property of Mr, Tyrwhitt 
and Mr. Robſon, but as they do not compoſe 
4 majority, a part of the freemen muſt be 
obtained to ſecure the election of the proprie- 


tors. bad nts wi 


This borough firſt ſent members the 28 0 
Edward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the ſame 
year, and reſtored the 16 of Charles the Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts: of a mayor, ſeven 
principal burgeſſes, and eight affiſtants. 


Right of election, February 24, 1710, is in 
the freeholders and freemen being made free 
according to the charter and by b of the 
borough. | 


Number of voters, one hundred and eighty- 
Return- 


N 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Proprietors, Thomas Tyrwhitt, Eſq. and 
Robert Bateman Robſon, Eſq. 


ORFORD 


Is an inſignificant village on the Suffolk 
coaſt, like Aldborough and Dunwich. The 
right of election is in a corporation of twenty 
individuals eompoſed of the family and de 
pendents of the Marquis of Hertford. 

It ſent members the whole of Edward the 
Firſt, was omitted to be ſummoned by his ſue- 
cellor Edward the Second, but was e 
Henry he YT TIT 


Corporation'cotifiſts of 4 mayor, ſeven port- 
men, and twelve Om burgaſies. 
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in the mayor, portmen, capital burgeſſes, and 
freemen of the ſaid borough. 


* 


January 29, 1708, ſame reſolution con- 
firmed. 


Number of voters, /wwenty. 

Returning officer, the mayor. 

| ee | da of Hertford: Te 
coping 


The Duke of Marlborough influences the 
return of one member for this county, and the 
Tory party the other. 


OXFORD CITY. 
The Duke of Marlborough, who has the 
corporation in his intereſt, influences the re- 
3 turn 
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turn of one member, and the other was at the 


laſt general election conteſted, 'The numbers 


on the poll Were— 


For Henry Peters, Eſq. 6 58 
Francis Burton, Eſq. 504 
Arthur Anneſley, Eſq. 461 


Oxford has ſent members ſince the 23 of 


Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
four aldermen, eight aſſiſtants, two bailiffs, 
and twenty-four common-council-men. 


Right of election, February 19, WAL, | in 
the corporation and freemen. 


Number of voters, about ſeven hundred. 


Returning eech mayor, and bailiffs. 


Patron, Duke of Marlborough, one 9 


Aa 2 OX- 
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY 


Has ſent members fince the 1 of James the 
Firſt. 


Right of election, in the doors and actual 
maſters. | bu 


Number of voters, four hundred and fifty. 


Returning officers, the Vice Chancellor, and 
heads of colleges. 


Patron, the miniſter for the time being. 
PEMBROKESHIRE, - 
The principal intereſt in this county is that 
of Sir Hugh Owen, at preſent a minor. 


PENꝰ 
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PEMBROKE TOWN. 


The ſame intereſt. prevails in this town as 
does in the county. 


It has ſent aa ſince the 27 of- n 
the Eighth. ö - 


Corporation, a mayor, two bailiffs, and an 


indefinite number of burgeſſes. 


Right of election, February 23, 1711, in 
the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes, of the ſe- 
veral boroughs of Pembroke, Tenby, and 
Whiſton. 


Number of voters, about fve hunired! 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Sir Hugh Owen. 
A a 3 
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PENRYN. 


This borough is immediately under the in. 
fluence of Lord De Dunſtanville. The Duke 
of Leeds had a member returned for this 
place at the general election in 1790, but 
his grace has now relinquiſhed it to the former 
nobleman. 


It has ſent members ſince the 1 of Mary. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, ſteward, 
recorder, eight aldermen, and twelve com- 
mon- council. 


Right of election, in the corporation and 
inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. 


Number of voters, one hundred and forty. 


Return» 
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Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Lord De Dunſtanville. 


PETERBOROUGH. 


Earl Fitzwilliam, who has a conſiderable 
property in this city, and a feat in the 
neighbourhood, has the entire influence of 
its repreſentation. 


It has ſent members ſince the 1 of Edward 
the Sixth. | 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, 16 June, 1701, in the in- 
habitants paying ſcot and lot. 

April 9, 1728, in the inhabitants within 
the precincts of the miniſter there, being 
houſe holders not receiving alms; and in the 

- + AS other 


6360 
other inhabitants within the city paying! cot 
and lot. 


Number of voters, ſour hundred and thirty, 


Returning officer, a bailiff appointed by the 
Dean and Chapter. 


Proprietor, Earl Fitzwilliam, 


PETERSFIELD. 


The foundations of a few old dwelling 
houſes and ſhambles, which give the power of 
appointing two members for this borough, are 
the property of William Jolliffe, Eſq. It is 


at preſent repreſented by this gentleman, and 
his ſon, 


It Grſt ſent members the 3.5 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the next year, and not 
reſtored till the 1 of Edward the Sixth, 


Corpo- 
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181 
Corporation. This borough was incorpo. 


cated by Elizabeth, and governed by a mayor 
eee bt it be gen up all 
privileges to the lord of the manor, at whoſe 
court leet a titular, or nominal, mayor is an- 
nually choſen. ns a RR 


Right of election, May 9, 1727, in the 
freeholders of lands, or ancient dwelling 


ſhambles built upon ancient foundations 
within the ſaid borough. 


Number of voters, nominally one hundred 
and j/ty, but actually only ane. 


Returning officer, the titular mayor. 

Proprietor, William Jolliffe, Eſq. | 
me 

A ſmall borougli conſiſting of not 1 


two hundred mean houſes or cottages. 
| It 


houſes or ſhambles, or dwelling houſes, or 
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It ſent members the 23 of Edward the 

Firſt, was diſcontinued the 17 of Edward 

the Fourth, and reſtored the 1 of Edward the 
Sixth. | 


Corporation. It has had charters from 
Baldwin de Redvers, Earl of | Devonſhire, 
Edward the Third, Richard the. Second, 
Henry the Fifth, and Henry the Sixth. The 
ſyſtem of modelling charters, practiſed in the 
arbitrary reigns of Charles the Second, and 
James the Second, was practiſed in this bo- 
rough, but the charter of James the Second 
was at the Revolution voted deftrudiive of the 
conſtitution and government; and the free- 
men, claiming under the former charters, were 


re- admitted to their franchiſe. 


Right of election, January 28, 1702, in the 
mayor, bailiffs, and freemen of the ſaid bo- 
rough, and in the ſons of freemen, who, al- 
thou gh they have a right to demand their free- 
dom, have been refuſed the ſame. 


Num- 
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Number. of voters, about wo hundred. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Earl of Mount Edgcumbe. 
PLYMOUTH. 


This is a large and populous town, and, 


including Plymouth Dock, is inferior to very 


few in England; yet its election rights extend 
only to about two hundred freemen. 


The firſt reſolution of the houſe on the 
right of voting in this town was, that it ex- 
iſted in the mayor and commonalty. The ſe- 
cond, that the word commonalty' extended 
only to freemen. In like manner we have 
ſeen the word populacy, in the caſe of Seaford, 
determined to mean only tax-payers. We 
do not exactly agree with this modern defini- 
tion of words, but the -preſent ſyſtem of re- 

pre- 


( 364 ) 

preſentation, if it can be called à fyſtem, 
ſo defective and inexplicable in all its parts, 
that nothing ſhort of eſtabliſhing a general 
right of ſuffrage can remedy the inconve. 


niencies attending it. 


Plymouth firſt ſent members the 26 of Ed- 
ward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 7 of Ed- 
ward the Second, and reſtored the 20 of 
Henry the Sixth. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve aldermen, and forty-eight common- 
council-men, 


Right of election, June 9, 1660, in the 


mayor and commonalty. 


January 17, 1739, reſolved that the word 
* commonalty” extends only to the freemen of 
the ſaid borough. . | 


Number of voters, about #2 bundred. 
Return- 


( 36s ) 
An officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Sir F rederic Lama HA, for 
the admiralty. 


PONTEFRACT, 
This right of election in this borough has 
been the ſubje& of great litigation and con- 


teſt for above twenty years. 


This right was originally in che inhabi- 
tants reſent, or reſident. 


In 1700 it was reſolved by the houſe to be 
in ſuch perſons only as have an inheritance, 
or freehold of ae ee within the ſaid 
borough. 


It 1715 it was reſolved that Pontefract was 


a borough by preſcription; and chat the right 


of election was in perſons having a freehold 
of burgage· tenure, paying a burgage- tent. 
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In 1770 it was reſolved to be in perſons 
having, within the ſaid borough, a freehold of 


burgage-tenure, paying a burgage-rent, 


The number of burgage-tenures in Pon. 
tefract was about three hundred and twenty, 
of which one hundred and ninety belonged to 
Lord Galway, ninety to Sir Rowland Wynn, 
and a to Mr. Walſh, 


The Right Hon. Charles James Fox, and 
James Hare, Eſq. petitioned on the right of 
the inhabitants reſient againſt the burgage- 
holders in 1774. The committee which, was 
appointed, the 28 of February, 1775, to try 
this queſtion of right, made their report to 
the houſe the 3 of March following in favour 
of the burgage-holders. 

A ſecond petition was preſented by John 
Smith, Eſq. in 1782 on the ſame ground, 
when the committee, who made their report 
9 | MS to 
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Ci ) 
to the houſe on the 1 1 of April, 178 3, deter- 
mined, contrary to the former one, in favour 
of the inhabitants reſient. 


In 1784, the Hon. William Cockayne, and 
John Walſh, Eſq. petitioned in favour of the 
right of the burgage-holders, when it was 
again determined on the 11 of July — 
in favour of the inhabitants. 


In 1790, this point was a fourth time con- 
teſted by John Anſtruther, Eſq. and Charles 
Melliſh, Eſq. on the part of the burgage- 


holders, and John Smith, Eſq. and William 
Southeron, Efq. on the part of the inhabit- 


ants, when it was again determined in favour 


of the latter. 


This deciſion was appealed againſt and fi- 
nally decided the 9 of March, 1791, | in fant | 


vour of the inhabitants. 


Lord 
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Lord Galway has lately bought - Me, 
Walſh's houſes, which. make Bis property 
in the borough amount do two hundred and 
thirty-two houſes, the whole borough not 
exceeding ſix hundred houſes. This proper. 
d lordſhip the power of nominat 
ing one of the members. * 


MI. Smith, who conteſted the "right, of the 
inhabitants through ſo many ſtages, and at ſo 
enormous an expence, continues to be the 
other member. | 


| Pontefradt firſt ſent members the 23 of Ed- 
ward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the I of Ed- 
ward the Second, and reſtored in the reign of 


Charles the Second, 
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Corporation conſiſts oF 4 a a mayor recorder, 
and twelve aldermen. a ee noh edt 
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Right of election, is in tlie inhabitants 


houſe-holders reſient there. | 
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Number of voters, Ar hundred.” 


d | Returning officer, the mayor. 
J Patron, Lord Viſcount Galway, one mem- 
| N 
1 innen 
1 POOLE. 
8 g The right of election in this town, Ike the 
; ; laſt, was in the inhabitants houſe-keepers, who 
excrciſed that privilege from the 14 of Ed- 
q ward the Third to the year 1689. when the 
| 1 corporation aſſumed the excluſive right of 
3 cleting the members. 
; | I Ee: 
The inhabitants have five times petitioned 
tor the reſtoration of their franchiſe, but with- 
| out that ſucceſs which has attended the peti- 
tioners for the right of the inhabitants of 
Pomfret, WE 
; 


The firſt petition was in 1689, when the 
| | B b | rights 
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rights of the people were firſt aſſumed by the 
corporation, and the committee were ſo com- 
pletely ſatisfied of the juſtice of their claim, 
that they came to the following reſolution, 


February 9, 1689, That the matter in 
* queſtion was, whether the right of election 
* be in the mayor and burgeſſes oy, or in 
1 the mayor, burgeſſes, and commonalty, who 
pay ſcot and lot?” 


And thereupon the committee agreed © that 
** the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve in 
this preſent convention for the town and 
„county of Poole, is in the mayor, burgeſſes, 
* and commonality of the ſaid town and county 
* who pay ſcot and lot. 


To this report of the committee the houſe 
thought proper to diſagree, which gave an 
implied ſanction to the aſſumed right of the 
mayor and burgeſſes. 


In 


(396+) 
In 1774, the Right Hon. Charles James 
Fox, and John Williams, Eſq. petitioned for 
the reſtoration of the rights of the inhabi- 
rants. On the trial of this petition it ap- 


peared that the returns had always been made 


by the mayor, burgeſſes, and commonalty, from 


the earlieſt periods to the year 1695 inclu- 


five, 


Thomas Shepherd, an inhabitant of the age 
of ninety-eight, proved that the right exiſted 
up to that year, and that he had voted as an 
inhabitant houſe-holder, at an eleQion in 
1695 when Mr. Aſhley was choſen member 
for Poole by te commonalty. 


The committee determined that the word 
* commonalty” meant the mayor and bur- 
geſſes only. 5 


In the caſe of Colcheſter, the 28 of March, 
| 7. be 1628, 
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1 
1628, a contrary determination took place 
upon ſimilar evidence. 


In the caſe of Boſton, the 8 of March, 1628, 


it was reſolved that the right of election was 


in the commonaliy, and not in the mayor, al- 
dermen, and common- council. 


In the caſe of Bridport, the 2 of April, 1628, 
it was determined that the word “ common- 
*alty” meant all the inhabitants not receiv- 
ing alms. 


In the caſe of Warwick, May 3, 1628, the 
worde“ commonalty“ was determined to 


mean the whole inhabitants of the town. 


Theſe contradictory reſolutions ſhew that 
the rights of election are very little underſtood, 
or greatly trifled with. In moſt of the bo- 
roughs we perceive reſolutions of the houſe 


and 
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and of committees equally contradictory to 
each other, and for the moſt part ſubverſive of 
the original right of fuffrage, which was in 
the inhabitants at large in every part of Eng- 
land, 


Joſhua Mauger, Efq. who obtained his ſeat 
for Poole in conſequence of this determination 
againſt the petition of Mr. Fox and Mr. Wil- 
liams, was ſo far convinced of the juſlice of 
the claim ſet up by the inhabitants, that he 
became a candidate on their ſuffrages at the 
enſuing general election in 1780, againſt the 
corporation, and became a petitioner for the 
re-eſtabliſhment of that right which he had 
been the cauſe of depriving them of in the 
preceding parliament. 


The deciſion was again in favour of the cor- 


pPoration. 


Lord Daer, ſon of the Earl of Selkirk, and 
. „ Lord 
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Lord Haddo, ſon of the Earl of Aberdeen, be- 
came candidates on the ſame ground in 1790, 


and their petition had a ſimilar fate. 


Lord Daer again tried the queſtion on ap- 
peal, when it was finally determined againſt 
the right of the inhabitants. 


The corporation are managed by John Jet- 
freys, Eſq. one of their preſent members, and 
Benjamin Liſter, Eſq. one of their late mem- 
bers, under the influence of the treaſury. 
Theſe leaders heve for many years been con- 
tending for the ſuperiority over each other, 
and their reſpective ſupporters omit no op- 
portunity of diſplaying a rancor and jealouſy 
that is very inauſpicious to the exiſtence of 
ſuch a coalition. 


Poole ſent members the 14 of Edward the 
Third, was diſcontinued the 42 of the ſame 
reign, and reſtored the 31 of Henry the Sixth. 
Corpo- 


N 
Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


ſheriff, coroner, town=clerk, an indefinite 
number of aldermen, and an indefinite num- 
ber of burgeſſes. 

Number of voters, ninety-four. 


Returning officer, the ſheriff, 


Patrons, John Jeffreys, Eſq. and Benjamin 
Liſter, Eſq. for the Treaſury. 


PORTSMOUTH. 


The right of election in this town is, like 
Poole, excluſively in the corporation, who are 


family and political connections are united 


eminent brewer, and one of the aldermen of 


this place. By 


moſtly men of independent fortunes, but by 


under the direction of Sir John Carter, an 


Dr "5 
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This gentleman is a ſingular exception to 
all the corporation patrons in Great Britain, 
He is the only one that is not a placeman, 
loan-monger, or contrador, and conſequently 
not under the influence of the treaſury. It is 


to this circumſtance that the people are in- 


debted for having fo excellent and exemplary 


a character as Mr. Erſkine in parliament for 
this town, | 


Portſmouth has ſent members ſince the 23 


of Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


twelve aldermen, and an indefinite number 


of burgeſſes. 


\ 


Right of election, January 24, 10695, in 
the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the 
ſaid borough only 


Number of voters, about one hundred. 


Return- 


( 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Sir John Carter. 


PRESTON, 


This is one of the places where the ancient 
right of election has not been limited. At- 


tempts have not been wanting to obtain re- 


ſolutions of the Houſe that the words * 4 
« /he inhabitants meant only burgeſſes, as. 
was the caſe in the Poole deciſion. It was here 
determined, November 29, 1768, That the 
words all tbe inhabitants did not mean only 
the in- burgeſſes of the laſt guild, or thoſe 
admitted ſince by copy of court-roll, who 
are inhabitants of the ſaid place, but alt 


© the inhabitants at large.” 


This right extends to every man who has 
attained the age of twenty-one years, has re- 


ſided ſix months in the town, and obtained a 


parochial ſettlement. 3 i 
6 Preſton 


5 
$ 


( 


Preſton has many years acknowledged the 
| patronage of the Earl of Derby and Sir 
Harry Hoghton, but they have by no means 
a commanding influence, as was manifeſted 
at the laſt election. Mr. Horrocks, a gentle- 
man very eminent in the manufacturing line 
in this town, was oppoſed to Lord Stanley, 
ſon of the Earl of Derby, and Sir Henry 
Philip Hoghton. Mr. Horrocks was ſup- 
ported by the Earl of Liverpool, who '1s 
chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaſter, and 
by the whole weight of the Church and King 
Club at Mancheſter, a party better known 
in 1745, by the name of the Mancheſter 
Jacobites. At the cloſe of the poll the num- 


bers were— 


For Lord Stanley <« -, 9785 
Sir H. P. Hoghton 756 
John Horrocks, Eſq. + 742 


Preſton was ſummoned to fend members 
- | the 


- — , „ern 
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the 23 of Edward the Firſt, was omitted the 
24 and 25, ſummoned again the 26, omitted 
the 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, and 32, of that king, 
ſummoned the 33, omitted the 34 ſummoned 
the 35, and the 1 of Edward the Second, and 
was then diſcontinued till the of Edward the 


Sixth, when it was again reſtored. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve aldermen, two bailiffs, twelve capital 
burgeſſes, twelve common burgeſſes, a town- 


clerk, and two ſerjeants at mace. 


Right of election, December 18, 1661, all 
the inhabitants have voices in the election. 


November 29, 1768, ſame reſolution con- | 
firmed. | | | 


1780, again confirmed. 


1784, ſame determination. | 


a Number 


4 
$ 
4 * 
1 
* 
1. 
1 
8 
. 


Wo 
Number of voters, ſixteen hundred. 


Returning officers, the mayor and two 
bailiffs. 


Patrons, Earl of Derby, and Sir H. P. 
Hoghton. 


QUEENBOROUGH. 

This borough is under the joint influence 
of the Ordnance and Admiralty boards. The 
electors, who are one hundred and thirty-one 
in number, hold places under theſe boards, 
the ſalary alone of which amounts to the 
ſum of TWO THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED 
AND $IXTY-EIGHT POUNDS, TEN SHIL- 
LINGS, PER ANNUM !! 


This immaculate borough firſt ſent mem- 


bers by virtue of a charter the 12 of Eliza- 
beth. | | 


Corpo- 
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Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, four 
jurats, and two bailiffs. The officers are a 
conſtable, town-ſerjeant, and a water-bailiff. 


Right of election in 1729, it was agreed 
to be in the mayor, jurats, bailiff, and bur- 
geſſes. 


Number of voters, one Hundred and thirty= 
one. 


* 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


* 


Patrons, Ordnance and Admiralty. 


RADNORSHIRE. 


The principal intereſt in this county is in 
the Earl of Oxford and Thomas Johnes, Eſq. 


RANDOR TOWN. 
The right of election to the boroughs of 


Radnor, 
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Radnor, Ryader, Knighton, Knucklas, and 


and Kevenhel, is unſettled; the determina- 
tion of the houſe is, that it is in the burgeſſes 
of theſe boroughs, but it does not ſpecify 
whether in the re/fdent burgeſſes excluſively, 
or in the reſident and non-re/ident jointly. 
This queſtion has been three times tried, and 
the candidate 'who had the majority of non- 
reſident durgeſſes has been each time ſuc- 
ceſsful; but as no final deciſion has yet taken 
place under the ſtatute of the 28 of George 
the Third, chap. 52, it is ill open to conteſt. 


The boroughs firſt ſent members the 27 
of Henry the r 


Corporation conſiſts of a bailiff and twenty- 
five burgeſles. 


q 

Right a election, November 12, 1690, in 
the burgeſſes of Radnor, Ryader, Knighton, 
Knucklas, and Kevenliel only. 
5 Number 


4 


6383) 
Number of voters, one thouſand, 


Returning officer, the bailiff. 


Patron, Earl of Oxford. 


READING. 


This is termed an open borough, having 
neither patron nor proprietor. 


It has ſent members ever ſince the 23 of 
Edward the Firſt, 
| Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve aldermen, and twelve capital bur- 
geſſes. 


Right of election, December 2, 1708, in 
the freemen and inhabitants, ſuch freemen 
not receiving alms, and ſuch e pay- 
ing ſcot and lot. 


* 


May 


wo 
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( 
May 30, 1716, in the inhabitants paying 
ſcot and lot. 


Number of voters, about / hundred, 


Returning officer, the mayor. 
EAST "RETFORD. 


This borough has had one of its members 
nominated by the Duke of Newcaſtle, whoſe 
principal eſtates, and reſidence, are in the 
neighourhood, till the laſt general election, 
when William Petrie, Eſq. and Sir Wharton 
Amcots, were invited by the freemen in op- 
poſition to that intereſt. Mr. Blackburne, the 
preſent member for Aldborough in York- 
ſhire, was a candidate on what 1s called here 
the Newcaftle party. At the cloſe of the 


poll the numbers were 


For William Pole: Eq. | $a 90 


Sir W. Amcots b 
J. Blackburne, Eſq. 60 


Fo 7 
| Sit Wharton Amcots would have been ſix 
votes under Mr. Blackburne; but Mr. Petrie 
gave him fourteen of his ſecond votes, and got 
him his election. | 


The right of voting here is at preſent un- 
derſtood to be in freemen, who obtain their 
freedom by birth, as being the eldeſt ſon of 


a free man, born within the borough, by 


ſerving ſeven years' apprenticeſhip to a free- 


man, or by redemption, that is, by gift or 


purchaſe of the two bailiffs, and a majority of 


the aldermen. Twenty-two of the latter de- 


ſcription have been made at one time by the 
corporation ſince the laſt election, to throw 
the whole influence of the borough into the 
power of the Duke of Newcaſtle; but it is 
preſumed the right of theſe ſurreptitious free- 


men will undergo a legal inveſtigation, either 


in a court of law, or before a committee of 


the Houſe of Commons. The charter under * 
which the Rane have bound them- 
| ſelves 


G28 
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ſelves to act, mentions no other freemen but 
| thoſe who become ſo by birth, or appren» 
ticeſhip; and the making freemen by, what is 
called redemption, has no other ſanction than 
that of a by law made by themſelves, which 


has ſeveral times been determined hy the court 
of King's Bench to have no validity. 


Retford ſent members the 9 of Edward 
the Second, was diſcontinued the next year, 
and reſtored the 13 of Elizabeth. 


. Corporation conſiſts of a ſenior bailiff, and 
Junior bailiff, a high ſteward, a, deputy- 
ſteward, and twelve aldermen. 


Right of election, April 15, 1700, is as 
well in the burgeſſes non-reſident as the bur- 
geſſes reſident within the ſaid borough. 


March 17, 1701, the younger ſons of 
freemen have not a right to demand their 
freedom of the ſaid borough. 


* * 


OY 


Novem- 


n 

November 28, 1703, perfons not Inhabit- 
ing the ſaid borough ate incapable of being 
made free of the fame by redemption. All the 


ſons of freemen have a S to che freedom 
of the ſaid borough... 


January 17, 1705, is in ſuch freemen 
only as have a right to their freedom by 
birth, as eldeſt ſons of freemen, or by ſerving. 
ſeven yeats apprenticeſhip, or have it by re- 
demption, whether inhabiting or not inha- 
biting the ſaid borough, at the time of their 
being made free, "g 


zan NT CEE LG Kaas 
only as have a right to their freedom by birth, 
as eldeſt ſons of freemen, or by ſerving ſeven 
years' apprenticeſhip, or have it by redemp- 
tion, inhabiting in the ſid borough at the 
time of their being made free. 
Here ate five fefolutions contradicting 
Cc 2 5 each 


, nne 


q * ww a x6 1.4 ths | dt 
. Ce poo ur ͤ ͤ ͤ Tr or ner wr 7% mY TY * 


. | 
each other. This right is ſtill to be inveſti- 
gated under the 28 of George the Third; 
and another election will in all probability 
determine whether two and twenty electors 
can be created in one day to give the power 


of nominating members of parliament to a 
peer of the realm. 


Number of voters, legally one hundred and 
thirty. If the redemption. freemen are eſta- 
bliſhed, the number will be uncertain, as the 


corporation have propoſed making. all the 
Duke of Newcaſtle's tenantry. 


Returning officers, the two bailiffs. 


Patron of the corporation, Duke of New- 
caſtle. WON 


- RICHMOND. 


ws 


This 1s a burgage-hold borough: the num- 
ber of burgage- tenures are two hundred and 
ſeventy, 
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ſeventy, thirty -of which number belong to 
Mr. York, the remaining two hundred and 
forty are moſtly the property of Lord Dun- 
das, who can” conſequently nominate both 
the members. 


Some of the aldermen, and a few indepen- 
dent freeholders, have votes, but theſe are an 
inconſiderable Ps 


It buy ſent members on the 27 gf El 
zabeth. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve aldermen, and rr er common 
council- men. 

Right of cleQtion; March 9, i727, in ſuch 
perſons as are owners of aneient burgages 
in the ſaid borough, having a right of paſture 
in a common field, called Whitecliffe Paſture. 


by $543 
4 * +# +5 


. Number 


„ 
Number of voters, nominally 710 Bunde 
and ſeventy, actually but one. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 
Proprietor, Lord Dundas, 
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This borough is the property of Mrs. Al- 
lanſon, who poſſeſſes the burgage· tenures, in 


right of which ſhe nominates the two mem 
bers. 


it ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the next year, and 
reſtored in the 1 of Edward the Sixth. 


Corporation conſiſts of à mayor, recerd- 
er, twelve aldermen, and twenty-four afſiſt - 
4g | | 


Right of A in me burgage-bolders 
| Number 


nn 
Number of voters, notnidally one hundred 


\ 


and forty-fix, actually but one. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 
Proprietor, Mrs, Allanſon. 


ROCHESTER: 


This city is influenced in the return of one 
member only, by the dock-yard at Chatham, 
and the naval eſtabliſhments here. 


Chatham, Brompton, and Stroud, though 
adjoining towns, are not within the corporate 
limits of Rocheſter. | 


* 
4 


It th ſent members ever ſince the 27 of 
Edward the Firſt. 


a 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


eleven aldermen, and twelve common- coun- 


cil-men, a town-clerk, and a water bailiff. 


Number of voters, fix hundred and thirty. 


* 
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Right of election, in the freemen. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, the Admiralty, one member. 


NEW ROMNEY 


Is one of the Cinque Ports; the number 
of freemen who poſſeſs the right of voting is 
ſeventeen: the whole body at preſent con- 


* 


ſiſts of nineteen, but two are diſqualified by 


holding revenue places. 


Sir Edward Deering has poſſeſſed himſelf 
of an influence in this place that is not likely 
to be oppoſed with any ſucceſs. His pro- 
perty in the neighbourhood is tenanted out, 
without leaſe and at a very eaſy rent ta the 
electors, who never have been known to 
oppoſe Sir Edward's inclinations in election 
matters ſince this method has been adopted. 


Romney ſent members in the time. of 
Henry the Third, was diſcontinued by Ed- 
7 | ward 
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ward the Second, and reſtored by Richard | 
the Second. 


Corporation. The charter was ſeized by 
Colonel Strode, by order of Charles the Se- 
cond, and never has been returned. The 
corporation, by that charter, was to conſiſt of 
a mayor, twelve jurats, twenty-ſix common- 


council, and a town-clerk. The whole num- 
ber of freemen would not now half ſapply 
the original number of the corporation. 


Right of election, in the freemen. 
Number of voters, ſcventeen. 


Returning officer, the mayor, who is al- 
ways one of Sir Edward Deering's agents. 


Proprietor, Sir Edward Deering. 
RUTLANDSHIRE. 
The principal intereſt in this ſmall county 


18 


is the Earl of Gainſborough's, whoſe relation, 
Mr. Edwards, is one of the members. An op- 


poſition was expected at the laſt election for 
the other ſeat; but-Lord Sherrard, one of the 
late members, thinking proper to decline, Sir 
William Lowther, his opponent, was choſen 
without oppoſition. / | 


RYE. 


one of the Cinque Ports. The whole 
body of freemen of this borough were place- 
men at the time Mr. Crew's bill for pre- 
venting revenue officers from voting at elec- 
tions of members of parliament was paſſed. 
Ihe whole conſtituent body was therefore diſ- 
qualified. Six new freemen were immediate- 
ly made. One of the old ones, Mr. Thomas 
Phillips Lambe, ſon of the patron, teſigned 
his place as a king's waiter in the cuſtoms, to 
his ſon, a minor; and two others were ſuper- 
annuated on half pay. Theſe nine make up- 
the preſent number of eleQors for this town, 

6 . .-. 
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port, and borough. The whole number of 
jurats and freemen are nine and twenty; but 
the remaining twenty are all placemen. 


Rye ſent four members to a national coun- 
cil after the battle of Eveſham, in the reign 
of Henry the Third, as did all the reſt of the 
Cinque Ports. It was ſummoned again the 


42 of Edward the Third, and has continued 


to return n them ever ſigce. 


Corporation ought to conſiſt of a mayor 
and twelve jurats; at preſent it has only a 


mayor, who is always Mr. Lambe, the a- 


tron, or his ſon, and four j Jurats. 


0 - 


Right of election, December 9, 4 702, is 
only in the mayor, jurats, and freemen, 1 in- 


habiting in the port of wn. and paying ſcot 
and lot, 


Number of voters, nine. 


Return- 


s 
7 
by 
— 


63960) 
| Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Thomas Lambe, Eſq. tally-cutter 
in the Exchequer. | 


RYEGATE. 


The right of voting in this borough is in 
the frecholders. The number of freeholds 
are about two hundred, the whole of which 
have been purchaſed by the Earl of Hard- 
wicke and Lord Somers, who each nominate 


I 


a member. 


It has ſent members ever ſince the 23 ar 
Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation, none. 
Right of election, in the freeholders. 


Number of voters, nominally #00 hundred, 


actually only two. 


Return- 


ad. cetera wy 
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Returning officer, the bailiff. 


Proprietors, Earl of Hardwicke, and Lord 


Somers. 


SHROPSHIRE. 


This county is not immediately under the 
influence of the peers. | 


SALTASH. 


The right of election has been four times 
conteſted for this borough, and is not yet 
finally determined. 


In 1773 the charter of this borough. be- 
came forfeited, and a new one was granted 
the 7th of June, 1974, by his preſent ma- 
zeſty. The new corporation was to conſiſt of 
a mayor, ſix aldermen, and an indefinite 


number of burgeſſes. Theſe were to elect a 
| | recorder, 
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recorder, and chooſe members of parliament. 


A power was reſerved in the crown to diſ- 
place at pleaſure any mayor, recorder, alder- 
man, burgeſs, or town - clerk. 


Mr. John Buller poſſeſſed fix and thirty 
burgage-tenures in this borough, which he 
contended had the right to elect the members, 
and on the preſumption of this right he con- 
teſted every return made by the corporation. 
The three firſt were determined by the com- 
mittees of the Houſe of Commons, who tried 
the petitions, in favour of the corporation; 
the laſt was determined in favour of Mr, 
Buller's burgage-holds. 


The Right Hon. Charles Jenkinſon, now 
Farl of Liverpool, and Charles Ambler, Eſq. 
were choſen by the corporation at the general 
election in 1784, and reſolved, by a committee, 
on Monday the 25th of April, 178 5, 4 be daly . 
eleffed. A vacancy happened in October 

1786, 
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1786, by Mr. Jenkinſon being created a 
peer, when the Earl of Mornington was 
elected by the corporation in his room. John 
Lemon, Eſq. petitioned on the right of Mr. 
Buller's burgage-holds; and the committee 
who were appointed to try the merits of this 
petition, reported that the Earl of Mor ning- 
ton, who had the votes of the corporation, 
was not duly elected, and that Mr. Lemon, who 
had the burgage-hold votes, was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned, 


Here were two members, Mr. Ambler, 
+ who had been choſen by the corporation, 
and Mr. Lemon, who had been elected by 
the burgage-holders, ſitting in the ſamie par- | 
liament, and repreſenting one and the: ſame 
borough, on the choice of two different bodies 
of electors! ! 


Saltaſh: $A ſeat. e 4 Bee FRE 4 0 IP 
Edward the, Sixth, | 


Corpo- 
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Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recotder, 
fix aldermen, 10 an . number of 
freemen. 


Right of election, in the burgage-tenures, 


Number of voters, nominally thirty- A 
actually only one. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Proprietor, J. Buller, Eſq. 


'  $ANDWictt | 


Is one of the Cinque Ports, and is partly 
under the influence of the Admiralty, who 
nominates one of its members. 


There is at this place a harbour with 4 
large revenue, a cuſtom-houſe cutter, two 
cuſtom-houſe boats, a fort, two caſtles in the 
* and ten riding officers, all 

: ſupplied 


(40 
ſupplied from amongſt the freemen of Sand- 
wich. Any owner of a veſſel or hoy, being a 
freeman, may have his ſhip taken into the 
ſervice of the admiralty upon application: at 
preſent there are many veſſels | ſo employed. 


It ſent members to the national council in 
the reign of Henry the Third, and was again 
ſummoned the 42 of Edward the TOs 


Corporation confi ſts of a mayor, record- 
er, twelve jurats, and twenty-four common= 
e 
council-men. | a 
11 
Right of election, in the freemen, religent 


and non-reſident. Re 


: 1 
* ks” 4 


Number of voters, about fx hundred. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Sir Philip Sorbens, for che * 


miralty, one member. 


„ {a 
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SALISBURY 


Is a large city like Bath, Wincheſter, &c. 
where the right of election is poſſeſſed exclu- 
ſively by the corporation. 


lt has ſent members ſince the 2 3 of Ed- 
ward the Firſt. | 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


twenty-three aldermen, and thirty common- 
council- men. 


Right of election, April I, 168g, in \ the 
mayor and corporation. 


Number of voters, y- bur. 


Patron, Earl of Radnor, one member. 


ol 
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' OLD SARUM. 


This is a botough without a houſe or in- | 
habitant ! 1! The right of election is in ſeven | 
burgage-tenures, all the property of Lord 
Camelford !! 5 


It ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the next year, and re- 
ſtored the 34 of Edward the Third. 
Corporation, none. 
Right of election, November I4, 1688, is | 
in the frecholders, being burgage-kolders of | 
5 | 
the ſaid borough. | 
LIM | 
N uber of voters, nominally gun, bur | 
actually only one, "BE 5 | 9 08 | 
Dda Return= | | 


— 
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Returning officer, a bailiff appointed by the 
. proprietor. 


Proprietor, Lord Cameltford, 


| SCARBOROUGH... .. 


A large town like Andover, Portſmouth, 
Poole, &c. where the right of election 1 is ex- 
erciſed by the corporation only. 


The corporation conſiſts of forty-four indi- 
viduals, but only twenty-two of that number 
are eligible to vote in elections, the reſt be- 

ing diſqualified by holding revenue Places, i in 
the ciſtom-houſes of Scarborough, Whitby, 
Giſborough, and Hartlepool, which are "all 
ſupplied with officers from this immaculate. 
body. The Duke of Rutland and Lord 
| Mulgrave have the command of this corpora- 
tion, and the Duke of Wan holds the of. 


CES 2-4 ib | fice 
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fice of recorder for the former till his grace 
comes of age. Mo in 
Scarborough has ſent members ſince the 
23 of Edward the Firſmn. 


F 


Corporation conſiſts of two bailiffs, two 
coroners, four chamberlains, and thirty- {ix 
burgeſles, the officers,. a recorder, and town= 
clerk, &c. | * 


Right of election, A 21, » 1730, in the 
corporation only. 


Number of "PN ng: 
Rennie officers, the two bal ifs. - 10 | 


Patrons, Duke of Rutland, and þ jou Mul- 3 


grave. 1 


SEAFORD th 


Is one of than eingue ports, ey is ee 
D d 3 conſpi- F 


: 5 
2 I err eye To erm our rg amy wy ye - 2400? 


ro} - 
eonſpicuous by its conteſts, litigations, and the 
number of petitions it has brought before the 
houſe. 


The right of election was in the inhabi- 
tants at large till 1761, when it was confined 
to the bailiffs, jurats, freemen, and tax-payers, 
by a reſolution of the houſe, explaining the 
word * populacy* to mean thoſe perſons only. 


From this period to the year 1786, it be- 
came the practice of the magiſtrates to ſuffer 
only twenty-four of the inhabitants, whom 
they could influence, to pay taxes: nearly one 
hundred of the moſt opulent and reſpectable 
of the houſe-keepers were thereby excluded 
from the right of voting in elections. 


The author of this work undertook to vin- 
dicate the rights of theſe people in 1784, and 
after ſeveral appeals to the quarter ſeſſions of 
the borough, where he could obtain no re- 


dreſs, 


% 
dreſs, he eſtabliſhed their right finally after 


four petitions and one appeal to n 
of the houſe of commons. 


The right of election being extended to 
every houſe-holder of the borough who payed, 
or who was eligible to pay, ſcot and lot, the 
corporation made near thirty non-reſident 
freemen to out-number the majority of le- 
gal eletors, among whom were the Duke of 
Richmond, the Right Hon. William Pitt, the 
Hon. Colonel Lenox, John Sargent, Eſq, 

M. P. John Aldridge, Eſq. M. P. Robert 
Steele, Eſq. brother to the paymaſter of the 


army, &c. &c, but the committee on the 


fourth petition determined that, the right 
« of election in the town, port, and borough 


of Seaford, was in the inhabitant houſe- 
« keepers paying cot and l. and in tbem 


cc only.” 


\ 


An attempt was alſo. made to introduce fix 


F 
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and twenty labouring-men, who were em- 
ployed by Mr. Harben, agent to the Duke of 
Richmond, as diggers of chalk, at fourteen 
pence a day, into the borough as tax-payers. 
They were all put into a new poor rate as oc- 
cupying . houſes, which were really in the 
poſſeſſion of widows, ot revenue officers, 
who had no votes; one of them lived under 
a boat, which he turned upſide down to ſerve 
as à roof to a hovel of thatch; a ſecond was 
put to inhabit a ſtable; a third was taxed for 
the poor-houſe, and one for a houſe that had 
been pulled down at the time, and has never 
fince been rebuilt, - 


"Theſe men were 21 brought to Seaford at 
the general election in 1790, and every one 
of them accepted by the returning officer, and 
polled as good votes, but were afterwards re- 


jected by a committee of the houſe of com- 
mons, on the petition of Sir Godfrey WR | 
and Mr. John Wen 


The 


69 
The poll was protracted to nine days* con- 
linuance, in order to give the pretended reſi- 
dence of theſe men the duration of fix ealen - 


dar months, required by the ſtatute of 26 of 
George the Third, chap. 100; and the par- 
liament happening to be diſſolved ſeventeen 
days before the expiration of that time, the 
returning officer did not proceed to the elec- 
tion tilt the eighth day after making procla- 
mation, as he was empowered by law to do: 
but to get over the other nine days, he 
ſuffered the miniſterial candidates to make 
ſpeeches for half an hour each againſt the eli- 
gibility of each vote, whether the vote was 
objectionable or not: the counſel for the can- 
didates declaimed for the ſame time, and he 
cauſed the fix oaths of allegiance, ſupremacy, 
declaration of teſt, reſidence, abjuration, and 
bribery, to be taken by each voter, which oc- 
cupied ſo much time that only four votes 
could be polled i in a day, till the ſeventeen 
days were expired, when the chalk-diggers 
6 were 
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were all brought up, and their votes accepted, 
The poll was then ſuffered to be cloſed, and 
the miniſterial candidates were returned, 


The attempts of the Duke of Richmond 
to monopolize this borough having all failed, 
the Right Hon. Thomas Pelham, who has 
always had the lead of the oppoſite party, may 


now be conſidered as the patron. of this bo- 


raugh, Mr. C. R. Ellis, and. his brother Mr. 
George Ellis, who were candidates on Mr. 
Pelham's intereſt, having ſucceeded at the laſt 
general ele&ion againſt Mr. Durand, and Mr. 


Leach, who were oppo by the Duke of 
Richmond. 


The numbers on the poll were - 


For C. R. Ellis, Eſq. 36 
George Ellis, Eſq, 50 
John Durand, Eſq. 46 
—— Leach, Eſq. 42 
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Seaford ſent members the 26 of Edward 
the Firſt, was ſeveral times diſcontinued and 
reſtored till the 16 of Charles the Firſt, ſince 
which period it has ſent members without in- 
termiſſion. 


Corporation conſiſts of a bailif, recorder, 4 || 
an indefinite number of jurats, and an inde- 
finite number of freemen, 


Right of election - that the right of election, 
according as the ſame was decided by the laſt 
determination in the houſe of commons on the = 
10 of February, 1670—1, is | in the populacy, | 
or, according to the interpretation of the word 
pepulacy, by the reſolution of the ſaid houſe on 
the 15 of December, 1761, in the inhabi- 
tants houſe-keepers of the ſaid town and 
port, paying ſcot and lot, and in ſuch in- 
habitants - honle-keepers only, February 19, 


195" 


Number 


642) 
Number of voters, ninety- eight. 


Returning officer, the bailiff. 
Patron, Right Hon. Thomas Pelham. 
SHAFTESBURY. 


This borough conſiſts of about four hundred 
houſes, near three hundred of which were 
the property of Mr. Mortimer and Mr, Bry- 
ant, but they have lately been all purchaſed 
by Mr. Paul Benfield, who is now proprietor 
of more than three parts out of four of the 


borough, 


It is no part of the plan of this work to en- 
ter into the ſyſtem of bribery practiſed in any 
of the boroughs, as it would be injuſtice to 
mark out any particular place when that proce 


tice is become ſo general : and thoſe who are 
=. 
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in poſſeſſion of the mode of bribiug voters 
in one or two caſes may apply it to all tlie 
reſt, and he will not be very 8 in * | 
knowledge of the helene % on nd 2 


In 1774s ix Thomas Rumbold, and Sir 
Francis Sykes, two nabobs, were returned to 
;cpreſent this borquigh. A petition was pre- 


ſented by Hans Wintrop Mortimer, Eſq. 


complaining, that che two ſitting members, by 
themſelves and their agents, had been guilty 
of many groſs and notorious acts of bribery 
and corruption. 


1 
*. * 1 * 
9 
* 1 * ks 


It oo in evidence, on x the trial of this 
petition, that money to the amount of ſeveral 
thouſand pounds had been given among the 
voters, in ſums of twenty guineas a man, and 
that the perſons who were intruſted with the 


diſburſement of this money, and who were 


Heieſij the magiſtraes of t the town, deviſed very 
ſingular and abſurd contrivances to conceal 


* Fe. through 


* 


* * 
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through what channel it was conveyed to the 
electors. A perſon, - concealed under a ludi- 
ecrous and fantaſtical diſguiſe, and called by 
the name of Punch, was placed in a ſmall a- 
partment, and through a hole in the door de- 


livered out to the voters parcels containing 
twenty guineas each; upon which they were 
conducted to another apartment in the ſame 
houſe, where they found another perſon, called 
Punch's Secretary, who required them to ſign 
notes for the value received: theſe notes were 
made payable to an imaginary character, to 
whom was given the name of Glenbucket, 
Two of the witneſſes ſwore that they had ſeen 
Punch through the hole in the door, and 
that they knew him to be Mr. Matthews, an 
alderman of the town. 


| This is the ſubſtance of the bribery caſe, 
which is ſimilar in all its parts to that of 
Hindon, except that Punch i is here ſtated to be 

an 
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an alderman, and at Hindon he was the clergy- 
man of the town. 


Shafteſbury has ſent members ſince the 2 3 
of Edward the Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
and twelve aldermen. 41 


Right of election, February 29, 1695, is 
only in the inhabitants of the {aid borough 
paying ſcot and lot. 


4 a of Wer near three hundred. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 
Proprietor, Paul Benfield, Efq. 
| 1 e 4 the poll at = laſt 1 


election for members for this borough were 
| NGA For 


e 


—_— 


* — * 


Lad 


Landed 


16 1486 } 


For Paul Benfield, Eſq. 224 
Walter Boyd, Eſq.' 190 
James Milnes, Eſq. 143 


William Dawſon, Eſq. 105 
SHOREHAM. 


Another caſe of bribery occurs in this bo- 
rough, which, as it has been the cauſe of re- 
forming its ſyſtem, as was the caſe at 'Crick- 
lade, it becomes our duty to notice it. 


In the year 1771, the returning officer re- 
turned a candidate to parliament Who had 
only 37 votes, to the prejudice of another, who 
had 87. $833 R950 09. 


It appeared from the defence made by the 
officer, that a majority of freemen of this bo- 
rough had formed themſelves into a fociety 
under the name of the Chriſtian Club, and that 


0 41 0 

vader the anc hon of piety and religion they 
made a rraffic of their oaths and conſciences, 
| and ſet the repreſentation of the Nb to 
ſale to the higheſt ae | 


* lh of the be were bound to 
ſecrecy by oaths, writings, bonds with large 
penalties, and all the ties that could ſtrengthen 
the compact; and they carried on their traf- 
fic by meins of a ſelect committee, who, under 
pretence of ſcruples of conſcience, never ap- 
peared or voted at any election themſelves ; ; 
but having ſold the borough, and received the 
ſtipulated price, they gave directions to the 
reſt how 10 vote ; and by this complicated 
craſion, the ; employers and their agents, hav- 
ing fully ſatisfied their conſciences, ſhared the 
money as ſoon as the eleQion was over with- 
out any ſcruple. | 


This caſe being proved before, the com- 


| mittee, they reported the whole matter to the 
* VVV 
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houfe: a bill was thereupon, brought in te in- 
capacitate eighty-one freemen of Shoreham, 
by name, from voting at elections of members, 
to ſerve in parliament, and for preventing 
bribery and corruption in that borough by ex- 
tending the right of election to all the free- 
holders of the Rape of Bramber, one of the 
fix diviſions of the county of Suſſex. * This 
bill was paſſed into a lay, and received the 
royal aſſent benen day of that ſeſſion. Te, 


& 41 


Here is another inſlance of parliamentary 
reform, added to that of Cricklade, and had 
the right of yoting been extended to the reſi- 
dent inhabitant houſe-holders, inſtead of the 
freeholders, i it would have had the eſſect of re- 
ſiſting influence, as well as corruption: but 


where the right of ſuffrage i is annexed to pro- 
perty inſtead of perſons, we invariably ſee i in- 


fluence prevail. 


Shoreham has fent members * the 23 


of Edward the Firſt. | radia Ms Go " 
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Right of election, by act of oo lament in in 
all the frecholders of the Rape, of Bramber, 
as well as in thoſe who by ancient uſage had 
a right to vote for the . borough, the 11 of 
George the Third, chap. 3. 


1 S = * 
146 11914 


Number of voters, ſeek ve e hundred, 


Returning office, the conſtable. 
M 19184 « 203 ©: 
| Fogg Duke of Nee e We 
0 SISUOULY 2113, i mi dt edt 4 
nE wssUnT. dhaioi 1 
The right e le B Wen bes bes 
very much limited: ſo late as 0 the Year 170g, | 
we find by the journals of the boule of com- | 
mons it Extended not only to the burgeſſes in- | 
habiting within the town paying ſcot and lot, | 
but alſo to thoſe inhabiting lx other pariſhes, | 
and a vills in its ſuburbs and ,neighy 
| Ke buourhood. | 
| 
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bourhood. Theſe were all disfranchiſed by a 
reſolution paſſed in 1723, and the right was 


limited to the burgeſſes inhabiting the Pre- 
eincts of the borough only, 


Sit William Pulteney commands an in- 
tereſt that ſecures one ſeat: the other was con- 
teſted at the laſt election between the brothers 
of Lord Berwick and Sir Richard Hill, at an 
expence of near one hundred thouſand pounds 
to the two parties. The ifſue was favourable 
to Lofd Betwick, and will in all probability 
eſtabliſh him in the patronage of the borough 
jointly with Sir William Pulteney. 


The numbers on the poll were— 
For Sir W. Pulteney 370 
un Hill, Eſq. Je IST 4 


. 


It has ſent members fince the 3 2 ; of fene 
the Firſt. 


” * — * 
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Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
| ſteward, twenty-four aldermen, and forty. 
eight common-council-men, with a town- 


clerk, &c. * 


Right of election, December 20, 1709, is 
only in the burgeſſes inhabiting within the 
ſaid borough, or the ſuburbs thereof, paying 
ſcot and Jobs _— not receiving alms or 1281 


rity. 
May we 1714, is in the mayor, alder- 
men, and * of the faid ee 


April 9, 1723, ams reſolution as in wo. 


Six pariſhes and forty-ſix vill voted out of | 
Fg ws. wb 


”y 
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Nun of voters, four n 
wat officer, the n mayor. | . | | 
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| Patrons, Lord Beewleh, and Sir nn 
Pulteney. e 


SOMERSETSHIRE. 


The principal intereſt | in this county is + that 
of Earl Paulet. A conteſt took place in 
1795, on the death of Mr. Caxe, between the 
two preſent members, but i it was compromiſed 
without a poll. At the enſuing general elec- 
tion in 1796, they were both returned. | 


SOUTHAMPTON. 


The corporation of this town are always in 
the intereſt of the treaſury, and their influence 
over the inhabitants is ſuch as to command a, 
majority. 


The lan; H ans. e, of den nd 


memory, 
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memory, was the patron of this corporation: 
but Mr. Roſe of the treakury has now that 


nn * ** — 
. 


controul, 
n 1 e en, 
It has ſent fol 7 the 2 3 of Ed. 
ward the Firſt. 03 e MI Try | 


Corporation. It is a county of itſelf, and 
governed by a mayor, \recorder, ſheriff, and 
two bailiffs. All thoſe who have ſerved any of 
the foregoing offices ebnſtitute the common 
council. The corporation have alſo a power 
of choaſing burgeſſes, reſident or non reſi- 
ace have votes n an 


ment. f 18 713 N 


Right of king Docemiber 3 21, . in 
the 2 nee | | 


Ny 
4 ' 


May 1 17, 1 5, the out- 1 nn 
well as the burgeſſes inhabitants, and other 
E e 4 inha- | 
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inhabitants paying ſcot and eg have a en 
to vote. 


Number of voters, fix bunte 


Returning officers, the mayor, and two 
bailiffs. 


1 


Patron, G eorge Roſe, TY 
SOUTHWARK. 


This borough has ſet the ee ex- 
ample to the country of ſending a member to 
parliament free of expence. It could bardly 
be expected that under the prelenx corrupt 
practice of treating and bribing at elections, ſo 


independent a ebaracter as Mr. Tierney could 
obtain a majority of any body of electors 
where that method of influence was uſed by 
his ron. The numbers on x the poll vere 
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therefore againſt him, but he conteſted the re- 
turn before the houſe of commons, and hav- 
ing eſtabliſhed the proof of corruption againſt 
one of the ſitting members, the election, as far 
as it related to that member, was declared 
void. A new election took place i in December 
laſt: the ſame member was again returned. 
and Mr. Tierney renewed his petition on the 
ground of the ineligibility of the perſon who q 
had been declared by a committee of the houſe 
of commons to have violated the ſtatute of 
William the Third , againſt treating the voters 
at dete The law and the conſtitution 
triumphed, and Mr. Tierney was declared 
duly elected. | 


The deciſion of this queſtion was of the 
utmoſt importance to the freedom of election. 
Thoſe who have witneſſed the drunkenneſs, 


debauchery, and profligacy with which mo- 
dern elections have been conducted, the * 


thoſe ſcenes have on the morals of the peo- 
ple, 
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ple, the extortions they OFF ITO the can. 
didate, and the abſolute ſubverſion of all li- 
berty of choice among the electort, muſt re. 
Jaice that the juſtice of this verdi t has ar- 
reſted the career of this vicious practice, and 


prevented, in 1 d this e 1 of 
© the conſtitution. - br 


The is Southwark bas of late years 
ſubmitted to miniſterial influence, and even 
ſuffered the treaſury to recommend it a mem- 
ber; but this apathy of the times is expiring: 
the deluſion that miſled the people is diſpelled 
by national misfortune, and another election 

| | will enable them to diſplay their gratitude to 


the defender of their rights, and once more to 
aſſume a character of honeſt independence. 


This borough has ſent members ſince the 
23 of Edward the Firſt. 1429 


Corporation, none. DORN 
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Right of eleQtion, November 10, 1702, in 
the inhabitants paying ſoat and lot. 


Number of voters, | two0 pn, you Bun. 
dred. in | | 


Returning officer, a bailiff, * appointed by 


the een of ber 


STAFF ORDSHIRE. 


This county 1s Free 00 by 
the Marquis of Stafford. 


. STAFFORD TOWN | 
Is one of the few independent boroughs in 
this country. It is not neceſſary to ſay more 


than that it has the honour to be repreſented 
by Mr. une | | 


F 
1 


we 


Stafford "ne members the this of Edward 
the * BN 
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Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


ten aldermen, and twenty common-council. 
men. 


1 


Right of lation, November 27. 1722, in 
the mayor, aldermen, and * reſident 
within the borough - 


Number of voters, /ix hundred. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


STAMFORD _ 


Is the largeſt town in the county of Lig- 
coln, but it always ſubmits the nomination of 
its members to the Earl of Exeter, who lives 
in the neighbourhood, and has a conſiderable 
property in the town, 


f 
E * : 
S447 s © 
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It ſent members the 23 of Edward the Firſt, 


was diſcontinued the 11 of Edward the Third, 
and reſtored the 1 of Edward the Siagtu. 


= Corpo 
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hmm conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve aldermen, and e ha aſſiſtants. 


Right of Adlon, March 8, 173 35 in PM 
inhabitants paying ſeot and lot. 


Number of voters, fve bundred. 
Reh officer, the worn 


Patron, Earl of Exeter, 


STEYNING. | 


This borough is the upper part of i A fs 
ſtreet in Suffex, the lower part of which con- 
ſtitutes the borough of Bramber. 


Steyning is the joint property of the Duke 
of Norfolk and Sit One PIP 


ings is the joint property 7 the Duke 
of Rutland and Lord Calthorye, | 


I From 


630 

From the year 1298 to 14/72; theſe places 

conſtituted only one borongh; "ſince: which 
time they have elected two members each. 


. A 
# # 


1 $4 
$i 4%». £! 
ESD # 4 


The Duke of Norfolk appoirits at his court- 
leet a conſtable to be raus "_ for 


"4A" T 


each borough. 


It farſt ſent members the 4 of Edward the 
Second, was diſcontinued the next years and 
reſtored the 31 of Henry the Sixth. | 


Corporation, none. 
Right of election i in 1 701, „ Was as determined 
to be in the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. 


In 1710, ſame determination. 
n ene inne 

In 1701, to be in" the Whübſtatttb U u 
cient houſes, and houſes built on the ſcites of 


ancient fbundatlons within the borough, by 
ing ſcot and lot. anten mn 


nere — 9 In 
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In 1792, that no pern have a right 
to vote for members to ſerve in parliament 
for the ' borough of Steyning in reſpect of 


the tything of Birdlington, or che mayors of 
Charlton or King's Barnes; and that the 
right of election is in the conſtable aud houſe- 
holders inhabitants within the ſaid borough, 


paying ſcot and lot, and not receiving alms. 


Number of voters, ene hundred. | 
Returning ow; the conſtable. 


reren Duke o N nee and Sir * 
Honeywodds © NO ne” 


STOCKBRIDGE. 

The voters for this borough are one hün- 
dred and ſix, ſixty-three of which number 
were reported to the Houſe of Commons on 
the 224. of Februagy, 1793. by che committee 


for 


1 8 7. 
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| for trying tlie petition of Colonel Porter And 
Mr. Barham, to have been guilty of the mo/t 
notorious bribery and corruption, and a bill was 
thereupon brought into the Houſe to in- 
capacitate theſe men, being a majority of the 
electors of the borough, from voting in fu- 
ture elections. This bill was adjourned beyond 
the ſeſſion, as in the caſe of Hindon and 
Shafteſbury, and of coutſe- loſt: 


Theſe worthy electors are therefore at U. 
berty to ſtrike A ſafer bargain at future clec- 


tions. 


G Porter and far. Barham have ſince 
that period bought up molt of the houſes and 
made it a proprietary borough. 


It has ſent W 25 ſince the I of Elizabeth. 


Corporation. It has neither chafter not 
corporation, but it has a titular bailiff, who 
has frequently been the hoſtler at an inn; 
| cr ie TE whom 
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whom his maſter has procured to be appoint- 
ed, that he might act as agent, and receive 
bribes with greater ſafety. 


Number of . ane hundred ya . 


Right of eleQtion, i in the inhabitants bey. 


. 


ing ſcot and lot. 


Returning officer, the ul aug. 


Propri jetora, Joſeph Forſter Barham, a 
and vm Porter, 1 


— 


This borough exerciſes at preſent its elec- 
tive right with independeney, and has che 
honour of ſending to parliament one of the 
moſt ſtrenuous advocates for the libertics of 
the people. 


It has ſent members bnce the 1 rat Eliza- 
beth. | 


pf | nas 3 
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Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 


fix aldermen, and twenty-four common- 


council-men. 


Right of election, December 6, 1703, is only 
in the ſons of freemen born after their fathers 
were made free, and ſuch as have ſerved ſeven 
years apprenticeſhip, or made freemen by re- 
W 


Number of voters, about g hundred. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


SUFFOLK. 
The predominant intereſt in this county i 
that of the Duke of Grafton, Marquis Corn- 


wallis, Lord Rous, Lord Huntingfield, and 
Sir Charles Bunbury; but the Duke of Graf- 


ton never interferes in the county elections. 


SURRY. 


* 1 „V- Do 9 OY : 
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/ SURRY. 


The Duke of Bedford has the beſt intereſt \ 
in this county united with Sir Robert Clayton. 

Sir Joſeph Mawbey has the ſecond, and Lord 

Onſlow. the third, 


SUSSEX. 


This county at preſent divides its repre- 
ſentation between the families of 'the Duke 
of Richmond and Eord Pelham. 


TAMWORTH. 


This borough is the property of Mar- 
quis Townſhend, and Robert Lou, Eſq. one 
of its preſent members. 


Ic fent members thi F of Elizabeth. 
Corporation conſiſts of two bailiffs, a re- 


Ns and twenty-four capital burgeſſes. 
8 Ff 2 Pi. * 


(369 
Right of election, March 17, 1689, in the 
inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, and in the 
freeholders, whether reſident or not. 


: Tanuaty 23 4 722, frecholders | excluded, 
Number of voters, e hundred and fifty. 
Returning officers, the two bailiffs. 


Proprietors, Marquis T ownſhend, "and Ro- 
bert Peel, 8 | 


TAVISTOCK 


Is the ſole property of the Duke of Bed- 
ford. 


It ſent members the 23 and 33 of Edward 
the Firſt, and 19 of Edward the Second, it 
was then diſcontinued till the. 40 of Edward 
the Third, from which time i has conſtantly 
ſent to Parliament. | 


Right 
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Right of election, March 13, 1695, in the 
| freeholders of inheritance in- polleſhon, in- 
habiting within the ſaid borough. 


Confirmed February 4, 1 696. 
Ms POT 19, Way 


Naw of TR cotinglly;. one hundred 
and ten, actually only one. 


Returning _ officer. a portreve, annually 
choſen by twenty-four freeholders at the 
lord's court leet, appointed by the ſteward | 
for that purpoſe, 


4 
* 
= 
. 

: 
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| ia Duke of Bedford. 


"TAUNTON. Rl ERR 


This borough has lately loſt | its charter i © 
miſuſe, and no exiſts without one,” wt 


* 


The priacipal 0 8 belong 
1 to 
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to Sir Benjamin Hammet, who nominates one 
of its members. 


It has ſent to parliament ſince the 23 of 
Edward the Firſt. | 


Corporation, before the charter was for- 
feited, conſiſted of à mayor, recorder; two 
aldermen, and a common-council of twenty. 

Right of election, July 28, 171 5, in the in 
habitants within the ſaid borough, being 
potwallers, and not receiving alms or charity, 


Nanda of voters, four bundred and fifty. 


Returning officer, the mayor, before the 
charter became difſolved. 


Patron, vir Benjamin Hammet, one member, 


| TEWKES- 


— 
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TEWKESBURY. 


This borough has many years' had the 
honour of ſending to parliament one of its 
moſt independent members, Mr. James Mar- 
tin, the patron of parliamentary reform, the 
promoter of the abolition of the ſlave-trade, 


the opponent of the American and French 


wars, the uniform advocate of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, and the friend of ſuffering hu- 
manity. It is be lamented that ſuch a mem- 
ber could experience an oppoſition at the 
laſt election; the conteſt was however not 
perſonal, but merely an inveſtigation of the 
local right of election. The freemen and 
freeholders had always exerciſed that right 
in this borough, and on their ſuffrages Mr. 
Martin had always been ſent to parliament. 
Mr, Moore and Mr. Francis tendered the votes 


of the houſe-keepers at the poll, and pre · 
ſented a petition to the Houſe of Commons 


in munen of chat claim. The deciſion of the 
F K 1 com- 
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e 
committee has eſtabliſhed the right of the free. 
men and freeholders, and the fitting members 
were of courſe declared duly, elected. 


This borough firſt ſent members the 7 of 
James the Firſt, | 


Corporation conſiſts of two bailiffs, and 
twenty-two burgeſſes. 


Right of election, 1797, in the freemen 
and frecholders of the ſaid borough. 


Number of voters, about five hundred, 


Returning officers, the two bailiffs. 


THETFORD. 


The right of voting in this borough is 
confined to a corporation of thirty- one in- 


dividuale, who are under the patronage of the 
Duke of Grafton and Lord Petre. 


It 


2. “ Het SIC Retro atrartororoiomoonmentoentrmoes 
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It firſt ſent members the 1 of Edward the 
Sixth. Þ 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, ten al- 
dermen, and twenty common=council. | 


Right of eleQtion, i in the mayor, ten alder- 
men, and twenty common. council. 


Number of voters, bi w_ | 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patrons, D Duke of Grafton, and 2 55 Petre. 


* 


TEHIRSKE. 


This borough is not the town known by 
that name in Vorkſhire, but a miſerable de- 


cayed village, diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
Old Thirſke. Sir Thomas Frankland is pro- 
prietor of the burgage Ns ang appoints | 
both the members. e | 

TO RS, | 


( 442 ) 
It ſent members the 2 3 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the next year, and 
reſtored the x of Edward the Sixth. 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, in the burgage-holderz 
of Old Thirſke. 


Number of voters, nominally ih, but 
actually only one. | 


Returning officer, the lord's bailiff. 


Proprietor, Sir Thomas F rankland. 


TIVERTON. 
The elective right is here poſſeſſed by a 
corporation compoſed of twenty-four indi- 


viduals, who are all of them the dependents 
of Lord Harrowby. 


It firſt ſent members the 18 of 1 the 
Firſt. 


Corpo- g 
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Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, eleven 
aldermen, and twelve inferior aſſiſtants. | 


Right of election, no reſolution ; but it is + 
exerciſed by the corporation only. 


Number of voters, twenty-four. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Lord Harrowby. 
TorNEss. 

This borough had for a great number of 
years been under the influence of the Dukes 
of Bolton; but the eſtates of chat family having 
devolved on the Right Honourable Thomas 
Orde, who has in conſequence aſſumed the 
additional name of Powlett, that gentleman 
is now become its patron. 

One of the members is called Mr. Powlett's 
member ; 
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member; the other is termed the corporation 
member: but as Mr. Powlett has the in- 
fluence of the corporation, as well as the con- 
troul of the electors, he muſt be underſtood 
to poſſeſs the command of both ſeats. 


The Earl of Mount Edgecumbe is an he- 
reditary burgeſs of the corporation of Totneſs, 
in right of his anceſtor Richard Edgecumbe, 
Eſq, who, in the ſecond year of Queen Eliza- 
beth, conveyed the manor of the borough to 
the corporation, on a reſerved rent of twenty- 
one pounds per annum, payable to the owner 

of the caſtle, reſerving with this alienation 
the right of a burgeſsſhip to his heirs for ever. 


Colonel Harcourt, the preſent member for 
Weſtbury, - oppoſed Lord George Seymour, 
who. was called the corporation candidate, at 
the laſt general election, Lord Arden being 
Mr. Powlett's candidate; when the numbers 
on the poll were as follows 


Lord 
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Lord Arden Wenne 
Lord George Seymour 42 | 
Colonel Harcourt 15 


This borough Tent members the 23 of Ed- | 
ward the Firſt, was diſcontinued the 17 of | 
Edward the Fourth, and reſtored the 1 of Ed- | 
ward the Sixth. 33 | 

Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
twelve capital members, two . ng 
twenty aſſiſtants.” 

Right of eleQion, March 4, 1695, perſons | 

made free by the late *** James's n 

have no "nn tate. 111 1 mos vw 

la the freemen not inhabiting, as well as | 

the Seiten e within the faid. bo- | 

rough. OR Wer e 

| 

| 
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Number of voters, fifty-eight.  * 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, the right Hon. Thomas Orde Por- 
lett. | 13 


TREGONx. 


This borough was purchaſed by Mr. Bar- 


well, of Lord De Dunſtanville, but the elec- 


tion has been carried for both members againſt 
the proprietor. 


Sir John Doyley and Mr. Philip Metcalf, 


the nominees of Mr. Barwell, were oppoſed 
at the laſt election by Sir Lionel Copley and 
Mr. Nicholls, who got a majority on the poll 


of ſeventen votes, in oppoſition to the influ- 


_ ence of the proprietor; the numbers on the 
poll being | 


\ 


1 2 S. For 
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For Sir L. Copley, 94 
John Nicholls, Eq. . 94 
Sir. J. Doyley 7 + 


. Metcalf, Eſq. ' E 


This ſucceſsful oppoſition to the pro- 
prietor was effected by Mr. Medlicot of 


Tregony, whoſe addreſs and management 
in election matters is well known to thoſe 


who have been converſant ; in Corniſh buli 


neſs. 


Tregony ſent members the 23 of Edward 
the Firſt, was diſeontinued the 35 of the ſame 
reign, and reſtored the 1 | of Elizabeth. 


a conſiſts of a on recorder, 
and ſeven * burgelſes. 


Right of dleftion March 5. 169 5, in all the 
deu me who boil. the pot, or, in other 


N 


& words, | 
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words, vrovide for themſelves, whether they 
live under the ſame roof « or not. | 


* 


Returning officers, | the mayor and the 
portreve, appointed at the court leet of the 
10 rd. „ , 4 


Proprietor, Richard Barwell, Eſ a-. 


The patronage of this corporation has long 
been | conteſted between Lord Falmouth and 
Mr. Thomas of this borough: his lordſhip 
however preſerves it at preſent, and his in- 
tereſt procured the laſt return. 


The corporation babe the excluſive right 
of election. 


| Truro ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 17 of Edward the 
8 N . 


4 4 & * * 
2 = — — Cd —— — 
- * 


64 
Fourth, and * 2 x of Edward the | 
SIE r (ohne b | 
Corporatic conſiſts of a mayor F recorder, 
four e and 1 . burgeſſes. 
Right of ts: May 21, 1689, 1 in the 
mayor, and ſele& number of f burgeſſes. 
| Nut hk BY oe; be. | | 
Returning officer, the mayor. 
Patron, Lord F almouth . 
i _ WALLINGFORD. „ 
Great park - this N has been pur- 
chaſed by Sir Francis Sykes, who has nomi- 
nated both members. at the two former elec- | 
tions in 1784 and 1790; but the Earl of 0 | 
MD who had formerly a powerful i in- | | 
IN 1 5 886 tereſt 
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rereſt in this place, and is the preſent high 
ſteward, introduced Lord Eardley at the laſt 
general election, and procured his return, in 
oppoſition to the influence of Sir Francis 
Sykes. The borough may therefore be con- 
ſidered as having its influence divided be- 
tereen two patrons. . 26 + 
It ſent members the 23 of Ed ward the 
Firſt, and has never ſince been diſcontinued. 
Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
fix aldermen, and eighteen burgeſſes. 
Right of election, December 155 1709, in 
the corporation and inhabitants, paying ſeot 
and lot, and not receiving alms. 


Number of voters, one hundred and fifty. 
Returning officer, the mayor. 
Puatrons. 


. % 9 
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Patron, Kart of Abingdon, and Sir Francig 
Sykes. 9 N 


WAREHAM. 
This borough is the property - of John 
Calcraft, Eſq. who nominates the members, 
It firſt ſent members the 30 of Edward the 
Firſt, 


Right of election, in the mayor, magi- 
ſtrates, and freeholders, and all that pay ſcot 
and lot, 15 June, 1661. Is only in che 
mayor and magiſtrates of the ſaid borough 
as pay ſcot and lot, and in the frecholders of 
lands or tenements there, who have been, bona 
fide, to their own uſe, in che actual occupation, 
or in the receipts of the rents and profits of 
ſuch lands or tenements, for the ſpace of one 
whole year next before the election, except 1 
the lame came to ſuch freeholders by deſcent, 1 

682 deviſe, Wi 
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deviſe, marriage, marriage-ſettlement; or pro- 
motion to ſome benefice in the church, 19 
January, 1747. | 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
fix capital burgeſſes, and 12 aſſiſtants. 


Number of voters, about-one hundred. 


7 


Returning officer, the mayor. 
Proprietor, John Calcraft, Eſq. 


WARWICKSHIRE. 


The members for this county are not no- 


minated by the nobility, though their intereſt 


is deemed ſufficient to influence the return of 


one member, if the principal families could 
agree which ſhould have the Pre-eminence. 


" £3 5 WAR- 
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WARWICK TOWN 


1s under-the influence of the Earl of War- 
wick, but it is expected that the independent 
part of the electors will try their ſtrength at 
another election. Mr. Greathead, one of the 
candidates for Leiceſter at the laſt general elec- 
tion, it is ſuppoſed would have been choſen for 
this town had he accepted the invitation of 
the inhabitants to become their member, 
which was preſſed with great earneſtneſs; but 
he kad engaged his ſervices to the electors of 
Leiceſter before he el this application. 


\ : 
, : 
: * a , 


Werne "I 1 * ſince the 2 3 1 | 
Fame the Firſt. 


Corporation con ofiſt of a mayor, recorder, | 
twelye aldermen or brethren, and twenty 
four common- council- pens 


TY Right 
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| Right of election, May 3, 1628, is in the 
commonalty of the ſaid town. 


January 31, 1722, is in ſuch perſons only 
as pay to church and poor in the ſald bo- 
rough. ＋ . N 


In this inſtanee the word commmnally hat 
received its conſtitutional ſignification. The 
words commonalty, community, and populacy, in- 
diſputably deſeribe the whole body of houſe« 
keepers within the diſtrict? The limitation 
of paying to church and poor was firſt intro- 
duced by the 43 of Elizabeth, which enacted 
the payment of thoſe taxes. It could not 
exiſt before the taxes themſelves exiſted j but 
where theſe words are explained to mean, 


freemen, burgage-holders, or a corporation of 


mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes, it is evidently 
torturing the words into a ſignification that 
will not bear the teſt of general acceptation. 


WELLS. - 


| 
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The cleQeriofitiletityy who ave not move 


than one hundred and twenty, have for many 
years been under the influence and direction 
of Clement Tudway, Eſq. Mr. Taylor, the 
other member, has been cultivating an intereſt 
for ſome time, but it is not believed that he 
could have been elected if Mr. Tudway had 


oppoſed bim. 
een | . 


It has ſent members ſince the 2 3 of Ed- 
ward the Firſt, t 


Corporation 000 ſts of a mayor, recorder, 
{even maſters, and ſixteen common council- 


# : 


Right of election is the mayor, maſters, 


and burgeſſes, of the ſaid city, 18 February, 


ban B. The by-law of 1712, for in- 
| 6 g 4 flicting 
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flicting penalties on the mayor and burgeſſes, 
declared to be arbitrary and illegal, 30 May, 
1716. Reſolved to be in the mayor, maſters, 
and burgeſſes, and in ſuch perſons as are (by 
conſent of the mayor and common=-council) 
admitted to their freedom, in any of the ſeven 
trading companies, on account of birth, ſer- 
vitude, or marriage, 2 May, 1723. The 
ſame reſolution, 18 April, 1729.— The ſame 
again, 14 March, 1734- 


Number of voters, one hundred and twenty, 
Returning officer, the mayor. 
Patron, Clement Tudway, Eſq. 
WEENDOVER. 


This borough was the property of the late 
Farl Verney, whoſe truſtees ſold it to John 
Barker Church, Eſq. a gentleman Who bas 
lately exchanged his borough poſleſſion in 

A1 dis 
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this country for a more ſubſtantial one in 
America. - Lord Carrington, proprietor of the 
borough of Midhurſt, has purchaſed it of Mr. 
Church, and is the preſent poſſeſſor. 

It firſt ſent members the 28 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 2 of Edward the 
Second, and reſtored the 21 of James the 
Furſt. 


Corporation, none. 


Right of election, November 21, 1702, in 
the inhabitant houſe-keepers within the bo- 
rough, not receiving alms. ; 


Number of voters, one hundred and fixty, 


Returning officers, two conſtables. 


* 


Proprietor, Lord Carrington. 


WEN. 
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' ATTY 
gs WENLOCK, + 


The villages of Wenlock and Broſeley aro 
within the limits of this borough. Its pro- 
per name is Much Wenlock, but it is more 
frequently called Muck Wenhck, out of deri- 


ſion. 


The patronage is under Lord Bradford and 
Cecil Foreſter, Eſq, who each nominate a 
mand 


This borough is remarkable for being the 
the firſt that ever ſent members to parliament 
by virtue of a charter from the crown, which 
was granted by Edward the Fourth, 29 No- 
vember, 1478. 


Corporation conſiſts of a bailiff, recorder, 
two other juſtices, and twelve bailiff peers. 
| Right 


7 
. * 
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Right of election, in the burgeſſes at large, 


Number of voters, about one hundred. - 
. 


WEOBLY. 


-- 


This borough is the property of the Mars 
quis of Bath, 


It firſt ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 2 of Edward the 


Second, and reſtored the 15 of Charles the 


Firſt. 


Corporation, none. 

Right of election, agreed to be in the in- 
habitants of houſes of 205, per ann. paying 
ſcot and lot, 13 January, 1698. Reſolved to 
be in the inhabitants of the ancient vote-houſes 
of 205. per ann. value and upwards, reſiding 


in the ſaid houſes forty days before the day of 
; 8 election, 


„ 
election, and paying ſcot and lot; and alſo in 


the owners of ſuch ancient vote-houſes, pay- 
ing ſcot and lot, as ſhall be reſident in ſuch 
houſes at the time of the election, 3 March, 


1736. „ e 
Number of voters, eghty-fve, 


Returning officers, the conſtables. 


Proprietor, the Marquis of Bath. 


. 
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WESTBURY. 


"This borough is the property of the Farl of 
Abingdon. The number of voters are thir- 
teen, who poſſeſs that right, and become 

members of the corporation in virtue of 
holding a burgage - tenure in fee, and being re- 
» ſident in the borough. Theſe tenures his 
lordſhip can revoke or change at pleaſure. 
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Ty - 
it has ſent members ſince the 27 of Edward 
the Sinn. 9, 


Corporation conſi ſts of a mayor, recorder, 
and twelve burgeſſes. 
Right of election. Reſolved that the tenants 
of burgage-houſes, by leaſe for years abſolute, 
have a right to vote, 1. December, 1702. Is 
in every tenant of any burgage tenement in 
fee, for life, or ninety-nine years, determina- 
ble upon lives, or by copy of court-roll, pay- 


ing a burgage- rent of 44. or 24. yearly, being | ; 
reſident in the borough, and not receiving f 
n I N. wy 5. N 4 
Number of voters, thirteen. | 
Returning officer, the mayor. e ] 
Proprietor, Earl of Abingdon, | 
| WEST 
3 — ods — * - 
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WEST LOOE © 


1 divided from Eaft Looe by à bridge, 
which ſeparates this infignificant place into 
two boroughs, ng each two n to 
parliament. | 


This borough is the. private' property of 
John Buller, Eſq. as well as the wan of 
Eaſt Looe. 


It firſt ſent members the 6 of Edward the | 
* Sixth. ot ce l $i 
| Corporation conſiſts of a mayor and twelve 
capital burgeſſes. Eaſt Looe has another cor- 
poration, conſiſting of a mayor and eight bur- 
geſſes. : 
Right of election, i in the mayor, burgelſes 


and freemen. 5 9 
SS 5 Number 


(43) 


Number of voters, about ty, 


Returaing officer, the mayor. 


; wwe YER DG 413 
Proprietor, John Buller, Eſq. comptroller of ; 
the cuſtoms in Yie.port of London, _ . 


| WESTMINSTER. DN 


This city had always been conſidered as a 
political appendage to the influence of the 
court, till its independence was aſſerted by i its 
preſent illuſtrious repreſentative, Mr. Fox. 

The other member is still returned by govern= 
ment intereſt, | 


1 


Mr. Horne Tooke has twice » bee a . 
date for the repreſentation of this city, but 
the uncommon exertions of miniſterial power | 
which the dread of ſuch an opponent called | 
into action, and the importance of deptir- 
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5 (44) 
ing the cauſe of liberty of ſuch an advocate, 
operated each time againſt his ſucceſs, 
| ; 
The numbers on the poll at the laſt general 
election were — 


For the Right Hon. C. J. Fox 5166 
Sir A. Gardner 43814 
John Horne Tooke, Eſq. 2819 


; In 1789, a committee of the houſe of com- 
mons determined that the inhabitants of st. 
Martin's Le Grand, a pariſh in the centre of 

the city of London, had 4 right to vote for 
members for the city of Weſtminſter, but 
that the inhabitants of St. John the Baptiſt, 
a pariſh in the centre of the city of Weſt- 
minſter, bad not a right to vote for members 
to ſerve in parliament for the faid city. This 
reſolution has ſince been repealed by. a ſubſe- 

quent committee, March, 19 179 18 


we ſt- 


8s) 
Weſtminſter! has ſent members ſince the 
1 of Edward the Sad. 5 140 tu bor corn 


. # 


_ 113813] 511 ft ai ain: | 
—— FN 100 neither any Wb or 
corporation, but the Dean and Chapter ap- 
| point: a high; ſteward, who nominates a de- 


puty. A high bailiff is alſo appointed by the 


Dean and Chapter, and conſirmed by the high 
ſteward, who again nominates his deputy. 
There are likewiſe ſixteen burgeſſes, and ſix- 
teen aſſiſtants, and a high conſtable choſen by 


the burgeſſes at the court leet, which 1 is held 


oO * 
4121 


by the high fieward $ deputy. 


Right of Wa "SHU 15 1795 —That 
the right of election for the city and liberty 
of Weſtminſter js is in the inhabirants, houſe- 
holders, paying ſcot and lot, of the united 
pariſhes of St. Margaret and St. John, and of 


the ſeveral pariſhes of St. Paul, Covent Garden, 


St. Anne, St. James, St. George, Hanover 


n St. Martin i in the Fields, St. Clement 


Hh e Danes, 


% 
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Danes, and St. Mary-le-ſtrand, (including fo 
much and ſuch parts of the faid pariſhes of 
St. Martin in the Fields, St. Clement Danes, 
and St. Mary-le-ſtrand, as are within the 1i- 
berties, diſtri, limits, or juriſdiction of the 


Duchy of Lancaſter), and of the liberty or 


diſtri&t of St. Martin-le-grand, in the county 
of Middleſex, and of the I of the 
ny Nb; 


Number of voters, twelve thouſand. 


5 Returning officer, the bigh bailiff. 
WESTMORELAND, | | 


This e is 3 under the influence 
of the Earl of Lonſdale, 8 


WEYMOUTH AND MELCOMBE 
| _ REGIS. | 


This is one aa with two names, ſend- 
ing 


4@ )) 


ing four members to parliament. The riglit of 


election is in the frecholds, which are all the 
property of sit William Pulteneyi 


zeige Nas. ; nn 
This borough. bel longed to the famous Bubb 
'V 11 jv 175 IC 


Doddington, who was created Lord Mel- 


combe: it then became the property of Mr. 


Tucker, from whom it deſcended to Gabriel 


Steward, Eſq, who {91d it to the preſent pro- 


prietor. 


= 
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Melcombe Regis ſent two members the 33 
of Edward the Firſt / © Weymouth did not 
ſend two till the 12 of Edward the Second, 
They were conſolidated” into one borough, 
and allowed to ſend four members, une 
of een oy” ; 


y p . 
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| Corporation P's of 2 mayor, recorder, 
two bailiffs, and an indefinite number of al- 
dermen and burgeſſes. | : op 
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( 468 )) 
Right of election no determination of the 
houſe, but an agreement of parties in 1730, 
admitted it to be in the mayor, aldermen, 
burgeſſes, and freeholders. 


Number of voters actually but one, beſide 


the corporation, as the freeholds are become 


the property of an individual. 
Returning officer, che mayor. 
Proprietor, Sir William Pulteney. 


WHITCHURCH + 


[nd 7 7 


Is a village in Hampſhire: the burgage- 
tenures which give che right of voting, are 
jointly the property of Lord Viſcount Syd- 
ney, and Lord Viſcount Middleton, who each 


nominate a member, 


It has ſent members fince the 27 of Eli- 
zabeth. e en 


Corpo- 


- 


0 469 ) 
Corporation, none. 


Right of election, 1 the freeholders only 
of lands or tenements, in right of themſelves, 


or their wives, not ſplit ſince the act of the 


7 and 8 of the reign of King William, 21 
December, 1708. 


* 


W of voters, nominally Jy, ac- | 


f 4 * 


tually only fu. 


Returning officer, a titular mayor, appoint- 
ed at a court leet of the Dean and Chapter of 
Wincheſter, who are lords of the manor. 


Proprietors, Lord "Viſcount Sydney, and 
Lord Viſcount Middleton. 
5 n I . 7 77 


WIGAN. 


The right of election in chis borough is in 


about two hundred burgeſſes, who are under 


1 8 the 
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the patronage of Lord n. and ohn 
Cotes, Eſq. 


It ſent members the 23 of Edward the 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 36 of the ſame 
reign, and reſtored the 1 1 Edward the 
Fourth. | 


een conſiſts of a mayor, e. 
two 2 and twelve aldermen. 


Right of election, iti the free burgeſſes. 
Number of voters, teu hundred. 5 
| I Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patrons, Lord Bradford, and John Cotes, 
Eſq. | "of 


— 


WILTON. 


The right of election in this boroygh"is 


exclu- 


( 472 ) 
excluſively in a corporation of twenty indi- 
viduals, who are all under the controul of the 
Earl of Pembroke. : 

It has ſent members ſince the 23 of Edward. 
the Firſt, \ | 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
eleven common=-council-men. 


Number of voters, 7wenty. 
| Returning officer, the mayor. 
Patron, Earl of dah 
WILTSHIRE 


Is independent of the nobility. 
e 


rr rr 4 
r — > — 
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Is one of the cinque ports, and had but 
three freemen who were eligible to vote at 


the general election in 1790; but Mr. Bar- 
well, who has ' purchaſed the borough, has 
ſince procured five more of his friends and 
relations, who are all non-reſidents, to be 
made free of the corporation, by whoſe ſuf- 
frages he can appoint both the members. 


/ 


It ſent members to the national council 
the 11 of Henry the T hird, was again fum- 
moned the 4 3 of Edward the Third, and 
again the 20 of Richard the Second, fince 
which time it has been continued. 


Corporation ſhould conſiſt of a mayor and 5 
twelve Jurats, but this body ſeldom exceed 
four or five. 


Right 


war. 


7 


5 


en 


Right of election, February 11, 1711, in 
the mayor, Jurats, and freemen. 


The freemen are not obliged to qualify 
themſelves, by receiving the ſacrament accord- 
ing to the corporation act. 5 


* 
» 


Number of voters, eight. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 15 
Proprietor, Richard Barwell, Eſq. 
WINCHESTER. 


The right of election in this city, like Bath 
and Saliſbury, is confined: to the corporation, 
who were under the influence of the late 3, 40S 
Duke of Chandos, and Henry Penton, Eſq. 
late member for this city, and letter-carrier to 
the king: but ſince the marriage of the heireſs 
| | of 


3 — — — fl] 


[ „ 

of the Chandos family with Earl Temple, 
the patronage has been exerciſed by his lord - 
ſhip. 


Mr. Roſe of the Treaſury has been endea- 
vouring to ſupplant Mr. Penton in his corpo- 
ration intereſt, but has had no better ſucceſs 
here than at Launceſton. 


Wincheſter has ſent members ſince the 2 
of Edward the Firſt, 


. 


4 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, 
5 fix aldermen, two bailiffs, and twenty-four 


common-council-men. 


% 
% 


Right of election, agreed to be in the 
mayor, recorder, aldermen, bailiffs, and cor- 
poration, October 20, 1690. 

Number of voters, #hirty-four. , . ». 


Return- 


— — 
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Returning officers, the bailiffs, 


Patrons, Earl Temple, and Henry Penton, 

Eſq. . 9g” I 1 
* © WINDSOR 

Is what is called a Treaſury borough. . 

It firſt ſent members the 30 of Edward the 

Firſt, was diſcontinued the 14 of Edward the 


Third, and reſtored the 7 of Edward the 
Fourth. ra 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, two bail- 
ifs, twenty-eight burgeſſes, thirteen of whom 
are called fellows, or benchers of the Guild- 


hall, from among whom the r and bail- 
iffs muſt be os | 


Right of election, in the inhabitants who 
pay ſcot and lot, 4 November, 1680. In the 
IG mayor, 


46 


mayor, bailiffs, and ſelect number of burgeſles 
only, 2 May, 1689. Is not in the mayor, 
bailiffs, and burgeſſes; but that all the inha- 
bitants have the right of electing, 5 April, 
1697. WY "FN 


Number of voters, near three hundred, 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, the Miniſter for the time being. 


WOODSTOCK. 


The manor and honour of this borough 
and hundred were ſettled on the Duke of | 
Marlborough in the time of Queen Ann, 
from whom it deſcended to the preſent Duke, 
* nominates the two DONOR 


Ie firſt ſent members 4 30 of banane the 
9 02 ee bs pep Fir, 


7 


( 47 ) 
Firſt, was diſcontinued the 34 of the ſame 
reign, and reftored the 1 of Mary. 


— 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, high ſtew- 
ard, recorder, four aldermen, and ſeventeen. 


a 2 


common-couticil-men. 


Right of legion in the corporation and 
freemen. 


Number of voters, four hundred. . 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patron, Duke'of Marlborough. 
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WORCESTER CITY 


Is not 1 the influence of an individual 
but is generally managed by the corpora- 


n 


tion. 


It has ſent members nde We 1 3 of Eq- 
ward the Firſt. | 
Corporat conſiſts of a mayor. recorder, 
ſneriff, ſix aldermen, twenty-four common- 


NY and forty-eight aſſiſtants- 


Right of election, agreed to be in the free- 
men not receiving alms, 7 February, 1693. 
In the citizens not receiving alms, and ad- 
mitted to their freedom by birth or ſervitude, 
or by redemption, in order to dee within 
che ſaid city, 11 February, 1747. be 


Number 


( 499 ) 
Number of voters, {wo thouſand. 


Returning officer, the ſheriff. 


WOTTON BASSET 


Is the joint property of the Earl of Claren- 
don, and Lord Viſcount Bol ingbroke. | 


It has ſent 1 the 2 5 of Henry 
the Sixth. 0 | 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor, t two alder 
men, and twelve capital burgeſles. 5 


Right of election is in the inhabitants 
paying ſcot and lot. 


Number of voters, one hundred. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 4 


G 
Proprietors, Earl of Clarendon, and Lord 
Viſcount W eat 3 


HIGH ' WYCOMBE. 


The right of election here is excluſively in 
the corporation, who are under the patronage 
of the Marquis of Landſdown, „ and Sir John 
Daſhwood King, Bart. 
1 has ſent members fince the 3 of Ed- 
ward the Firſt. 


Cor poration "cond ſts of] a mayor, recorder, 
two bailiffs, twelve aldermen, "and an! indefi- 


* 


nite number of burgeſſes. 
6/8 21 nt i ien 209 91 
Right 4 election, January 28, 1762, in 
the mayor, bailiffs, a and mme not receiv- 


18 
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Number of voters, thy 2 
7 1 : | Retura- 
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64 
Returning officers, the mayor, and bailiff. 


* 


Patrons, Marquis of Lanſdown, and Sir 
John N King. 02th 


YARMOUTH, HAMPSHIRE, 


Contains about fifty "RW cottages rk 
ed. The right of election is in a corporation 
of capital and free burgeſles, the number un- 
limited. At preſent the corporation conſiſts 
of twenty, only one of whom is reſident in 
the borough. 


Jervoiſe Clarke Jervoiſe, Eſq. aud the 


Reverend Leonard Troughear Holmes, are 


the joint patrons, and, by mutual compact, 
have agreed that each ſhall nominate a mem- 
ber, and to keep the intereſts even, whenever 
a vacancy happens by the death of a capital, 
or free burgeſs, the fide to which he belonged 
immediately nominates a ſucce ſſor. "#69 
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, It has ſent members ſince the 23 of Ed- 
ward the Firſt. 


Corporation conſiſts of a mayor and twelve 
capital burgeſſes, who have a power to make 
any number of free burgeſſes. 


Right o of election, in che corporation. 


Number of voters, one reſident in the bo- 
rough, and nineteen non - reſidents. 


Returning officer, the mayor. 


Patrons, Jervoĩſe Clarke Jervoiſe, Eſq. and 
the Rev. Leonard Troughear Holmes. 


r ee NORFOLK. 


This town is under the influence of the 
Earl of Leiceſter, and. has for many, parlia- 
ments been repreſented by ſome of his lordſhip 's 
5 9 DO family, 


( 483 ) 


family, with only one exception.” In 177 
Sir John Jervis and Mr. Beaufoy were elect- 


ed under the ſupport of government, in oppo- 
ſition to the Townſhend intereſt. 


The two members who were choſen at the 
laſt general eleQion, died before the meeting 
of the new parliament, and on the writ being 
iſſued for the new election, the indepen- 
dent burgeſſes propoſed Sir John Jervis du- 
ring his abſence at ſea, but the intereſt of the 
Earl of Leiceſter prevailed; the numbers on 
the poll being 


For William Loftus, Eſq: 502 
H. Joddrel, Eſq,  - 563 
Sir J. Jervis 421 


12 
1 7 


Varmouth has ſent members ſince the 23 
of Edward the brat en eee 


G la of a A recorder, 
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ſeventetn aldermen, and e ſix common. 
council- men. 


Right of cledion, in the burgeſſes a large. 
Number of voters, one thnyſang- 
Returning officer, the mayor 
R Pars Earl of Ce: | 
YORKSHIRE. 
The remarks already made under the coun- 


ties of Devon and Lincoln apply exactly to 
this county. 


YORK CITY 


Is the only place in this extenſive count 
that is independent of controuling influ- 


* York 


- 
, 5.94% wwe Þ . nn eee 


ä (485) 
Vork ſent four members as a county in the 
49 of Henry the Third, and has continued to 


ſend two to every ſucceeding council and par- 


liament. 
Corporation. — It is governed by a lord 
mayor, recorder, two ſheriffs, twelve alder- 


men, twenty-four aſſiſtants, and ſeventy- two 


common- council- men. 
Right of election, in the freemen at large. 
Number of voters, near three thouſand. 


Returning officers, the ſheriffs. 
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PRESENT . STATE 
F | 
REPRESENTATION 


OF 


SCOTLAND. 


HE Report of the Committee of the 
Friends of the People, aſſociated for 


the purpoſe of obtaining a Reform of Par- 
lament, contains ſuch a correct and {imple 


ſtatement of the origin and preſent ſtate of 


the repreſentation of Scotland, that we find 
it neceſſary to introduce it as an authentic 


teſtimony of the ancient freedom of Fong 
in that part of the Britiſh empire. 


It will not require any comment where 


the evidence is ſo complete, nor any apology 
114 where 
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( 488 ) 
where the authority is not to be impeached. 


To uſe their own words, % an unembelliſhed 
detail of facts muſt be refuted before it 


« can be ſhaken.” 


*. _ 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 


or THE 


FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, 


„BEFORE your Committee proceeds to 
the conſideration of the' important objects to 
which they conceive you chiefly intended to 
direct their attention, it may not be impto- 
per to mention a ſort of repreſentation which 
is peculiar to North Britain; which has an 
irreſiſtible tendency to give to the crown an 
undue influence in the Houſe of Lords, and 


which by a more ſilent, but not leſs effectual 


operation, contributes equally to the ſame end 
in the other houſe of parliament. 


0 
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( a%9 ) 
At the union of the two kingdoms; in 


Scotland ſurrendered their hereditary right 
to ſeats in parliament; and were limited to 
an elective repreſentation by ſixteen of their 
number. It is not the intention of your 
Committee to enter at large into the hiſtory 
of their elections; it is ſufficient to ſtate, that 
it is univerſally known, that ever ſince the 
Union, they have been conſiderably in- 
fluenced by the miniſters of the - crown; 
which ſpecies of patronage has given them 
an undue preponderance.in the popular branch 
of the legiſlature, by means which will be 
afterwards explained. 


* 


Vour Committee having thus lightly 
touched on the ſtate of the Scottifly peerage, 


and only as it has a reference to their imme- 
diate object, they will now endeavour to 
fulfil their duty by preſenting to the Society 
a true and impattial account of the repreſen- 

1 5 tation 


the beginning of this century, the peers of 
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( 499 ) 
tation of the people of Scotland in the Houſe 
of Commons. | | 


They will firſt eſtabliſh, as they think 
incontrovertibly, 


1. That the eonſtitution of the Scottiſh par- 


| lament was originally popular and free. 


2. That many laws which have been enact- 
ed for the regulation of elections, bear 
evident marks of the combined efforts of 
the crown and the ariſtocracy, to Narrow: 


the rights of election. 


3. That each of theſe laws deprived the peo- 


ple of ſome right formerly enjoyed and 
exerciſed. 


4. That by various fiftions of law, contrary 
to the ſpirit of the Britiſh: conſtitution, the 
right of election of members to. ſerve in 

| parlia= 
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( 491 )) 
parliament has been transferred from thoſe 
to whom it juſtly and naturally belonged, 
to others, who had no right whatſoever. 


5. That theſe grievances have been long and 
ſeverely felt by the people; that they have 
been often complained of; and that various 
ſtatutes for their remedy have been vaioly 
enacted and ſucceſsfully eluded. 


6. That the ſyſtem of repreſentation in Scot- 


land is now ſo confined and defective, that 
it has become a mere mockery upon the 
name or idea. 


"A Although. the counties, cities, and burghs 
labour under the ſame conſtitutional griev- 
ance, and. ſuffer equally from the gradual 
deterioration of their ancient condition, it 


will be neceſſary to conſider their hiſtory ſe- 


parately, on account of the different modes 
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in which their rights have been circum Crib. 
ed, uſurped, or NOIR" 


COUNTIES. 


% By the conſtitution of Scotland; the par- 
Hament being the King's court baron, or 
turia regis, he could ſummon all his imme- 
diate tenants to attend him there. In theſe 

remote times, ſervice in parliament was not 
| conſidered as a profitable privilege, but as a 
burthenſome duty ; and, in the beginning of 
the fifteenth century, the fyſtem of repteſen- 
tation was introduced for the eaſe and benefit 
of the vaſſals or tenants. Yet, until near the 
end of the ſixteenth century, every freeholder 
or tenant of the crown was entitled to vote 
at elections, however ſmall his property 
might be, which ſufficiently proves the an- 
cient a ai and nn. of the inſt 


tution. 
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In the reign of James the Sixth of Scot- 
land, and Firſt of England, (a monarch who 
was not diſtinguiſhed by too great an attach- 
ment to the liberty of mankind) the right of 
voting was firſt reſtricted to freeholders poſ- 
ſeſſing lands of forty ſhillings, of what was, 
called © old extent; that is of lands which 
were ſo rated in the ceſs or county books 


my > ce" 


about the end of the thirteenth, or beginning 
of the fourteenth century, Your Committee 


wiſh you to obſerve, that this was a great and 

fatal blow to popular election; for though | 
forty ſhillings was made, as in Englaud; the 
nominal ſtandard of a vote, yet by carrying 

it back to a rate or valuation made three hun-, 
dred years before, the value of money having 

conſiderably fallen, the extent of the qualifi- 

cation required was very much raiſed. —And 

this circumſtance points out the efficient 

cauſe of the enormous difference which fab 
ſiſts between England and Scotland with re- 
gard to Ws freedom and | popularity of elec-. | 
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tion in the counties. In England, "the quali- 
fication has been allowed to keep pace with 
the decreaſing value of money, and has there- 
fore been extended' to greater numbers of 
electors. In Scotland, by the limitations to 
the rates and valuations of very remote pe- 
riods, the right of voting has been confined 
to poſſeſſors of very conſiderable eſtates, and 


the number of electors has been a very much 
diminiſhed. 15 


„ Had the Scottiſh d and nobles ſtop- 
ped at this point, the evil might have been 
endured: but they proceeded vigorouſly in 
their career of encroachment. In the reigri 
of Charles the Second it was enacted, that 
where the right of voting on an old forty 
ſhillings land could not be proved, which had 
become difficult, then to be enabled to vote, 
it ſhould be neceſſary to be infeft in, or ſeized 
of an eſtate, valued in the ſame reign at 4ocl. 
Scots annual rent. It is proper here to men- 
rk tion, 
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tion, that at this day, by the neareſt average 


which can be made over the whole kingdom, 


the rent of thoſe lands, which are valued at 


forty ſhillings © old extent,” is from 70 to 
r301. ſterling; and the rent of the lands va- 
jued in the reign of Charles the Second at 
4001. Scots, is now about 4001. ſterling, fo 
that this king more than tripled the quali- 
fication required of the greateſt part of the 


kingdom, by ſubſtituting lands, worth 400l. 


inſtead of thole worth 100 or 1301. 

% Even this infringement was not thought 
enough; under George the Second the modes 
of proving the exiſtence of thoſe old forty 
ſhilling. votes, were rendered more difficult, 
by details with which your Committee will 
not trouble you; they will only tate by theſe 
regulations many of thoſe votes have diſag- 
peared, and that very few of them now remain. 


— 


* Hitherto your xr Committee have confined 
them- 
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ay 
| themſelyes to the ſtatement of thoſe evils 
which ariſe from the magnitude of the qua- 
lifications required in electors, and their con- 
ſequent paucity: they have yet ſuppoſed that 
this precious right is exerciſed only by the 
real proprietors of the ſoil, under certain 
grievous and improper limitations; but they 
are now to deſcribe miſchiefs of another na- 
ture, which have been ſuffered to grow up, 
which have been fondly foſtered in the boſom 
of kingly ariſtocratic power; and which have 
totally perverted and completely overturned 
the real repreſentation of the counties. 


«© By the act of Charles the Second, 1687, 
the foundation was laid for the iutolerable 
abuſes which now exiſt, and which certainly 
were never contemplated or foreſeen by that 

Parliament. It was then enacted, that the 
right of voting ſhould be in perſons publicly 
infeft in property or ſuperiority of lands of 
forty ſhillings old extent, or 4001. Scots va- 
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lued rent; thus making the diſtin&tion and 
drawing the line between property and ſupe- 
riority. It is neceſſary to explain this term 


of ſuperiority, becauſe from an abuſe of it, 
the principal grievances in the elections for 
knights of the ſhire in Scotland have ariſen. 


« The feudal law ſuppoſes the king to be 
the ſole proprietar of all the lands in the 


kingdom: from him his - vaſſals hold by 
charter; in like manner his vaſſals may grant 


lands to be held from them by charter; theſe 
ſub-vaſſals may repeat the ſame operation ad 
infinitum ; but che original or immediate vaſſal 
of the king has the ſole right of voting or 


this ſyſtem the e ae have 
flowed: 


« I. Propristarz of eftates, of whatſoever 
value, who' hold from a ſubject, are not en- 
titled to vote or to be elected. It is com- 
1 K K pauted, 


being elected to ſerve in parliament. From 
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Pha, chat in ſeveral counties nesrly one Half 
of che lands are held in this thaifier from 
ſübſerrs ſuperlör! : over the Whole kingdom 


it is bellcved chat otic fifth of che lands are 
ſo held; therefore the proprietors of one fiftl 
of the landed property, as far 'as chat pro- 
perty operates, are deprived of any voice in 
te n their TOO Kg. 
yl . In "Y 4 of landholders, ſo ex- 
cluded from this invaluable franchiſe, are 
men of eſtates worth from 500l. to 2000l. 
per annum; but what is more to be lament- 
ed, it comprehend tlie beſt and m6ſt virtuous 
parts of the community, namely, the mid - 
dling and ſmaller getitry, ahd tlie induſtrious 
yeomen and farmers 'Who have . or 
acquired ſome landed pro perty. 8 


— ii; Pertbns wür she ſmalleſt 
intereft in che land poffefs ile right of voting 
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0 W. It is a principle in t the conſtitution, 


that no man ſhall haye more than one yote 1 


the ſame county in his own perſon; and it is | 


another principle, that no peer of the realm 


ſhall haye any yote at all in the eleQion of 
members to rr in the Houſe of Commo 08. 


© By an ingenious device of the lawyers, 


theſe two fundamental principles have been 
eluded; when a perſon of great property 
wiſhes to multiply his votes, be ſurrenders 


Wen Der 


hig charter to the crown; he appoints a num- 
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ber of confidential friends, to whom the 
crown parcels out his eftate i in lots o of 4001. 
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Scots yalued rent: then he. takes charters 


110. 


from theſe friends for the real property ; ; thus 


92 44 


leaving them apparently the immediate t. te⸗ 


18 


nants of the Crown, and conſequently all en- 


139K 


titled to .ygte or to be glected. This opera- 


28 L. Lon 


tion is equall ad reat - 
qually opep to peers and great gom- 


moners, who have availed themſelves of it 
accordingly; the peers thus acquiring an in- 
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fluence from which they are excluded by the 
ſpirit and forms of the conſtitution; and the 
great commoners extending and multiplying 
a right in an undue and fraudulent manner— 
thereby depreciating or extinguiſhing the 
franchiſes of the ſmaller proprietors, with 
great and manifeſt prejudice to the general 
liberty of the country. 


&« This legal fraud began in this century, 
and has been chiefly praQtifed during the pre- 
ſent reign; it therefore derives no ſhelter or 
ſanction from cuſtom, which the folly of 
men allows to cover a multitude of glaring 
abuſes. [Your Committee will not dwell on 
the various modes by which it has been per- 
formed : they will briefly ſtate, that the com- 
mon methods have been by life-rent, char- 


ters, charters on wadſet or mortgage, and 
charters i in fee. 


* Tho legiſlature has not ba blind to 
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theſe miſchievous innovations 3 nor has it 
been inactive in endeavouring to reſiſt and pre- 
vent them. It has admitted, that theſe de- 
luſive ſurrenders of charters, and conſequent ; 
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creations of nominal and fiftitious votes, are 
fraudulent in fact and principle; and it has 
been decreed, that wherever they can be de- 
tected, they ſhall be illegal and void. Several 
laws have been paſſed for the prevention of 


ſuch proceedings, and for the detection of 


ſuch crimes. Oaths have been enacted to be 
taken by freeholders claiming to poll at elec- 
tions, couched in the ſtrongeſt terms, and 
providing as many guards as the zeal and 
wiſdom of the legillature could invent; but 
all theſe precautions have been conſtantly de- 
feated by the ingenuity of the learned pro- 
feſſion, who have always ſucceeded in find- 


ing ſalvos for weak conſciences. Gentlemen 


of the faireſt characters, nay clergymen, have 
been induced by ſubtile explanations, and the 
niceſt yerbal ſubterfuges, to take theſe oaths, 

Kk3 | contrary 
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contrary to the evident intendment of the 
 legiſſature, contrary to the received meaning 
and uſage of our language, and in defiance 
of the general ſenſe of their oy 


« Your Committe refer you to the acts, 
12 Anne, cap. 6, and 7 George the Second, 
cap. 18, not only for the terms of the oaths, 
but for the * ard meaning of the Jaws, 


« The Court of Zellen i in Scotland have 
been remarkably unfortunate in their endea- 
vours to give effect to theſe laws. Being 
compoſed of fifteen judges, and the ſentences 
being decided by the majority actually preſent, 
it has neceſſatily happetied, that from the diver- 
ſity of opinions naturally incident to matikind, 
the deciſions of the court have frequently 
varied, according to the abſence or attendance 
of the ſeveral lords; And the ſame points at 
iſſue have often undergone very different and 
OP polite Wea Nor has tlie ſitua- 

tion 
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appeal to the Houſe of Peers; for yery con- 
trary ſyſtems concerning theſe election lays 


haye been maintained and carried into effect 


by the higheſt authorities in that final judi- 
cature. What was.law one day, and under 
the direction gf one judge, was not law ano- 
ther day, and unger another Judge: and thus 
from the double uncertainty of the manner 
in which the majorities on the Scottiſh, bench 
might decide, and of the varying opinions of 


che high legal characters in England, men 


have had no ſecurity, and have been doomed 


to ſuffer inrertum jus, ſumma injuria. It may 


not be wrong to ſtate, that not leſs than fix 
hundred, law-ſuits have taken place within 
theſe twenty, Fears . this ſubject of county 
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counties in Scotland has therefore, according 
to the expreſſion of a noble lord high in the 
law, „completely flid from its baſis.” Much 
undue influence has been acquired by the 
crown, the "nobility, and the great proprie- 
tors; the laws have been eluded and per. 
verted; the number of electors has been 


greatly diminiſhed ; 
rights of the ſubje& have aun invaded, 
nw. or 2 | | 


* By Table, No. I, which is annexed, it 
will be ſeen, that in two of the counties, 
there are on!y three real voters in each; in 
ſeven, not more than ten: in all of them re- 
ſpectively very few. The total number of 
real voters in the whole is 1, 390. Total of 
_ falſe, nominal, and fictitious voters, 1,201: 
and thirty-three counties return only thirty 
members, ſix having only the right of ſend- 
ing a member to every ſecond parliament, 


CITIES 


and the conſtitutional 
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CITIES” AND -BURGHS. 


40 By the ancient and original conſtitution 
of the cities and burghs, the magiſtrates and 


town councils were choſen by the reſident bur - 


geſſes and proprietors | of houſes and lands: 
this, however, was a ſtate of freedom, too 
incompatible with the proud and narrow 
views of the kings and nobility, who con- 
ſtantly in hoſtility with each other, agreed i in 
nothing but in degrading and oppreſſing the 
people. By an act paſſed in 1469, the town 
councils were inveſted with the power of 


was ordained that four perſons of the old 
ſhould be annually choſen into the , new 


town councils. By theſe laws, as far as they 
were effectual, the burgeſſes and inhabitants 
at large were disfranchiſed; they had no 
longer any controul over their magiſtrates; 
and the corpogations became ſelf- elected 
juntos, 


electing their ſucceſſors; and, in 1474, it 
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juntos, totally ſeparated in intereſt from their 
former conſtituents and fellow citizens. 


{908 Every city or burgh had certain eſtates in 
land, houſes, fiſheries, port duties, and other 
valuable ſorts of property; the revenue ariſ. 
ing from which was by their original charters 
and conſtitutions deſtined to be applied for the 
benefit of their communities; but as ſoon as 
the magiſtrates and councils acquired the 
power of electing themſelves in perpetuity, 
they adminiſtered, embezzled, and e 
theſe eſtates at their de 


“This fubject is now before an 
and a great body of evidence has been 
compiled, which will ſoon be publiſhed, and 
which will chrow very great light on che an- 
cient ſtate of the Scottiſh | burghs. Tour 
Committee; however, have thought ptoper to 
mention it as one great branch ef che en- 

croachment on former rights. 2 vt 
I e 


( 597 ) 

««Tefs abfolütel y neceſſary to Nate, chat hee 
unjuſt acts of 1469 and 1474 have been ſo 
deteſted hy the people, and ſo much refiſted 
in practice, that they have never been com- 
pletely executed in any one place: in many 
of the burghs the burgeſſes continued for a 
long period to eled their own magiſtrates, and 
ſeveral charters have been granted as low 
down as the end of the laſt century, con- 
ferring che right of election on the burgeſſes. 
Theſe akts, then, on Which the preſent ſyſtem 
is founded, have not the ſanction derived from 
the ſubmiſſion, coniſent,'or reverence of the 


people; tid their repeat would not be an in- 


novation, but a reſtoration of ancient rights 


and * 


0 the Ates add binde had ſuffered in 
"thee common property only, by theſe tyran- 
nical laws, they would have been compara- 
tively fortunate; but as their repreſentatives 


in Parliathent were to be choſen by the ma- 


giſtrates 


6s 
giſtrates and councils, vrhen they loſt the right 


of electing them, they loſt all ſhare in the 


choice of their legiſlators; and, in this un. 
happy ſituation, they find themſelves at this 
day. n 


„ At the Union, Edinburgh, being the 
capital, alone retained its right of ſending 
one member to parliament: all the other 


' towns were thrown into diſtricts of fours and 
fives, each diſtrict being allowed to ſend one 
member. This induced a regulation, which 


ſtill more ſenſibly wounded the freedom of 
ele&ion. By it, every burgh now elects a 
delegate ; theſe delegates meet by rotation at 
each of the towns to eleC the repreſentative. 
The place where they meet 1s called the pre- 
ſiding burgh for that election, and its delegate 
has a caſting vote in caſe of an equality of 


voices. The burghs have no controul on 
their delegates; they muſt truſt entirely to 
honour for the return of the perſon by whom 

| they 


7 5 11 
they wiſh to be repreſented : and there bave 


been inſtances where the delegates have cor- 
ruptly betrayed their truſt, and have acted 
contrary to the n and * of their 
conſlituents. 1 


« Another evil, deeply felt by the great 
commercial towns, is their being claſſed with 
 infignificant and obſcure burghs: among many 
inſtances of this it will be ſufficient to men- 
tion Glaſgow, which is known to be one of 
the moſt opulent trading cities of Great Bri- 
tain, Its number of” inhabitants exceeds 
60,000 z its delegate | 18 choſen by thiry-two | 
perſons, who are ſelf-eleed ; and this dele- 
gate has only one voice of four i in the choice 
of a member of parliament, i in common with 
the delegates of three little towns, the inhabi- 


| 
: 
i 
tants of which are not more than 2000. | 


+ 


— — 


« By Table, No. II. it appears that of the 
fifteen members for the cities and burghs, one | 
| ; for 79 


1 
for Edinburgh is 3 by thirty-three per- 
ſons; the other fourteen by 65 delegates, who 
are elected by 1220 perſons. 


« The inhabitants of Scotland are ſuppoſed 
to be near two millions; their repreſentatives 
are choſen by 2643, Scotland ſends forty- 
five members; a ſingle county in England, 
namely Cornwall, ſends forty-four. 38 


« Your committee will now conclude: they 
have endeavoured to be as brief as poſſible, 
and to confine themſelves ſtrictly to the moſt 
material facts. Volumes might bave been 
written on the matter which has Preſented 
itſelf to their n but they hope 
with deference to the judgment of the ſociety, 
that they have more truly executed the taſk 
which they undertook by EW chan 
by GY the fubjea,” eie 


Fe $3724 A: x + 


1 <0 Sw +> w Þ =» 


ww» 9» 090 600 © DD Þ - —-= 


TABLE, Kc. — ese in the Counties, Ke, 
No. I. 
e fe) 1 1490; 


Real end * rent of 
15 Nom. Nominal, esch ire of Scot- 


_ Cromarty, returned a member IT, 
parliatnent, At the next election 4d ee nne 
Sy ſhires of Bute, Chemannan, 4 b 105 ' 
Nairn, will return a member to 1 0 
hament; — — Wann 
with Bute, Chckmannan with Kin | OP} WF 6 
rofs, and Nairn with Cromarty. At 
the laſt election in 17.90, - 


28 Caithneſs © nnn 396 2 16 
29 Cromarty enen bes Sette þ "ig 4 189% 2 8 
30 Kinroſs eng, , Rr” os | 109. 11 2 
— — — — 

Jo return hext electien 1390 1401 2588 3923,88 1 8 

31 Bute 8 8 f * 89 5 W 3 * 4 114 1 18024 14 8 
32 Clackma man 11 16 46,484 10 10 
3: "Nillth, © «ARTS. BT's * "24 10 185½62 10 12 


— 


1404 1235 2636 3,872,326 1 
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| | N land, Scots money. 

1 Aberdeen - » — Be 96 188 236,665 8 11 
2 Argyll - ir ᷣͤ 149,595 10 © 
3 Ayr „ Al 86 119 210 19608 © 7 

4 Banff >! fene n 203 £8 793200 0 © 
* Berwick) | , n . 85 go. 7 
6 Dumbarton e 334327 19 © 
Dumfries © 34 1t 42 £374947 3 4 
$ Edinburgh, nnn i F 291,954 3 9 
e 
10 Forfar, or An >: » 0 2 9 171,819 
11 Baddmgten, or Raſt Lockiun « - 61 13 76 168,876 5 10 
Iz Invern s - * » "20 83 103 73,188 9 0 
13 Kincardine - - $ 46 6 55 744921 nt © 
14 Kirkcudbrigt 4 — > 8 72 1686 11337 19 3 
1; Lanerk, - * $55” 69 146 about 160,600 © © 
16 Linlithgowy or Weſt Lothian | = 29 18 64 T4991 19 2 
17 Moray, or Elgin - 23 $3 77 65,603 © 5 
138 Orkney ©» LY fe - 18 24 40 "$6,451 „ 
19 Peebles - 18 332 3 * 39 $72,937 13 10 
20 Perth $ © - + 128 19 245 about 3g5;000 © © 
21 Renfrew » IRIS go” Ba Bas 68,076 15 = 
22 Roſs ,» — OY * 46 33 972  - 95,040 10 3 
23 Roxburgh | - __ „ $56 49 8 315,594 14 6 
24 Selkirk N — 17 13 40 80,30% 15 6 
25 diele - ger 6 * 456 30 30 108,618 8 9 
26 CO” — RR $3 5B — 9 7 
27 Wigtonn 29 14 3 , 7 

T — following fix fires elected a 5 Ms Aa 

member alternately. At the laſt elec - 4a | 

tion the ſhares of aithneſs; Kinroſs, —» | Basman 
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TABLE of the Number of Electors in the Royal Burghe, 


No. H. 

Number of Number of; ; Number of Number " 
town - council, delegatesin town - council, delegates in 
who chuſe each each diſtriet whochuſeeach esch dihnd 
one delegate. who chuſe one delegate. who chu 

the member the member 
of parlis- of parti. 
ment, * 7 — ment. 
I. Edinburgh Ciry 33 | 11 
II. Dinwall 15 | 1 rs 
15 ö 26 5 
12 7 3 Culroſs 19 
23 geensferrx 21 
17 X. Rutherglen 19 
III. — 15 We Glaſ 1 
Inverneſs 21 | Re 21 4 
Nairn 19 4 Dumbarton 15 
Forres 17 XI. Nerd — 

IV. Elgin : ; 17 20 : 

Banff 17 | North Berwick 12 g 
Cullen 26 5 Lauder 17 
Kintore 9 , Haddington 23 
Inverarie 9 XII. Peebles 7 

V. Aberdeen 19 Linlithgow 2” 

+ Montroſe 21 Selkirk 33 * 
Brechin 13 | Lanerk 17 
Aberbrothock 19 5 XIII. Dumfries 25 
Inverbervie 15 | Kirkcudbright 17 

VE. Perth — Annan 5 
Dundee 29 * Lochmaben 15K 
St. Andrews 29 | Sanquehar 17 
Cupar 31 5 XIV. Whithorn - 19 
Forfar 19 | New Galloway 20 

VII. Crail 21 Stranraer 18 
5 13 Wigton rr 
Anſtruther, W. 1; XV. Irwine 17 
ets E. 19 5 2 19 

ittenweem 24 | nve 13 
VIII. >, 2g 22 — 17 ' 
Dyſart 24 F 17 
Kirkaldy 21 4 | | — — 
Burntiſland 22 1220 65 
— — — 


In Edinburgh 33 perſons eleft one member of t tac In each of the 


other 14 diſtricts, the ref] Qtive town councils neminate one de _ "de 1 N 


by Ge, the majority of thoſe n in each diftrit the member 


Thusi in Edinburgh perſons elect t member. 
In the other diftrifts, 1220 chuſs — 0 65 perſons who ele 14 member. 
80 that ultimately iu the burghs I tf perſons ele 23 members 
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STATE 
s OF THE 
SEVERAL COUNTIES 


OF 


SCOTLAND. 


ABERDEEN. 


Nass of voters, real Wes ran: nominal 
mnety-fix, 


Patron, Duke of Gordon. 


ARGYLL. © 


Number of voters, real dong res no- 


minal toenty-one. PF ACS. 
Patron, Duke of Argyll, 7 | 
LI AIR. 


"wu * 


PPP ²˙ ˙²˙A os, wrt 2 + 


1 


. . He OE PE I 1 — at , 


n... 


( 514 ) 


AIR. 
Number of voters, real eighty-ſix, nominal 
one hundred and nineteen. 


; 
1 
$ 
3 
Y 
4 
k 
? 
| 


Patron, Earl of Eglinton. | 


% 


* 


© BANFF. 


Number of voters, real nineteen, nominal 
one hundred and three. | 


Patron, Earl of Fife. 


BERWICK. 


e:ghty-ſeven. Y aun 


* 


Patron, Mr. Home, of Wedderburne- | 
(ig DUM- 


o - "x on. co wy ws mv 


| ( $5 ) 162 it 
; DUMBARTON. 
: * 

one. „ 


Patron, Lord Elphiuſtone. 


Dunn. 


Number of voters, "al thirty-four, no- 
minal ekves. v7 0h 1 | 


Patron, Duke of -Queenſberry, _, | | 


EDINBURGH. 


A 


Number of voters, real ee: no- 


minal ten. | 97 ˖ 


Patron, Right Hon, Hetiry Dunds : 
„ 10 ne FIFE. 


En perro ] wir 


CON ot 


3 * 7 4 
— Eres 


88 a. 1 2 * . 
ern bo en IS 2 TT As. 


* NN 
* 2 


0600804 


— 


FIFE. 


— ae. + IIA > 


Number of voters, FM one Sala and Ap. 
three, nominal thirty-two. 


* 


. 


Patron, Mr. Wemyſs, of Wemyſs. 


FORFAR. 


Number of voters, real ſeroenty-onie, no- 
minal twenty-four. 


—_— 2 ue — 3 _—_ 5 _ 
E 


E 
y - 


Patron, Hon. Mr. Maule, of Panmure. 


| — * 
A 


r 
4 


HADIINGTON. 


? 


> . = - * 
— 4 : „ * 
— 


Number of voters, real hauen, nominal 
thirteen. 


8 


Patron, Marquis of Tweedale. 


— RUS Es 


> 4 Em . © w 2 — TSS So ; - , + a 7 3 
. SEE . te 
« ©, * 
- 


E 


' INVERNESS, 
Number of voters; real : 
eigby- t bree. 


wenty, nominal 


P atron, Mr, Fraſer, of Lovat. 92 e 3 
KINCARDINE: 


Number of voters, real forty-/ix, nominal 


fix. 


l 


Patron, Mr. Barclay, of Urie. 


* . 


 KIRKCUDBRIGHT..- 


venty-two, 3 
Patron, J. Murray, of Broughton, Eſq. 
r [e 


| Ca , 


— _ 


* _ . 
5 n gn gen eres —Uä— r! * 2 


( 518 ) 


LANERK: 


Number of voters, real fift n nominal 
fixty-nine, 


Patron, Duke of Hamilton. 
LINLITHGOW. 


Number of voters, real twenty nine, nomi- 
nal eighteen. | 


Patron, Eatl of Hopetoun. | 
MORAY, or ELGIN. 


Number of voters, real . -three, u. nomi- 
nal fifty-three. | 


6519) 


ORRNET. 


_ Number of voters, real erghteen, nominal 
twenty-one, | 


Patron, Lord Dundas ; 


z 


 PEEBLES. 


* 


Number of voters, real thirty-two, nominal 
five. 


Patron, Duke of Queenſberry. 
PERTH. - 


Nase of voters, real che en 
twenty-eigbt, nominal nineteen. 1 1." 


Patron, Duke of Athol. _ N EP; > | 
L14 REN: | 

/ - q 

| | | 


| ( 5 ) 


| 9 RENFREW. 


1 Number of voters, real thirty-two, nominal 
| eigbey- tuo. A 


Patron, Sir John Shaw Stewart. 


, 
; 
{ 
' * 
f 
1 9911 1 a 4 9 gp 
s ” - 
7 ROSS: * 
; * 


—— — 


„ . 
thir 45 Arte. | 55 


Patron, Mr. M- Kenzie, of Seaforth. 
ROXBURGH. 


— of wer, real pte, hn 
| forty-nine. PP 


; of 1 *. e ; 3 
Patron, Duke of Roxbur gag. 


' 5 bf 8 


y 2 * þ 
” 4 4 1 
8 bo * 7 1 * N 4 * 
„ * e . 5 4 9 «f : 4 
er * s .& W« 
* N . 


- 

6 
1 
: _— 
4 = 
x - 
4 = 

;, 

| * 


. e, nn 


* 


* 


thirty. 


— 


minal 7 1 


* 
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SELKIRK. 


Number of voters, ans Ong yew: no- 


Paco Duke of nude. 
SINN Sc 4 


Number of voters, fer „ nominal 


Patron, Duke of Mohtroſe. 6 
SUTHERLAND. bh 


N amber of voters, ral eight, nominal ot 


Patron, Counteſs of Sutherland. Ke 
 WIGTON. K e 1 


N We of votre, real Fwenty-nine, vo- ©. 0800 


| | - : 
TT EY 8 2 1 A oy 4 2 N 
E Mee — Ne r „ * 7 * en a, 3 „ * * 6 r CORES „ K 


83 * . : | 


Patron, 85 
5 ; 


i 
Patron, Earl of Galloway. 


The following counties return members to 
parliament alternately. Bute, Clackmannan, 
| and Nairn, are repreſented in the preſent par- 

liament; Caithneſs, Kinroſs; and Cromarty 
. will return at the next general election. 
| Number of voters, real three, nominal nine. 

Patron, Marquis of Bute. 

 CLACKMANNAN. | 

Number of voters, real ve, nominal ae. 

Ven. e EV | 
| Patron, Mr. Abercromby, of Tully- 
1 85 NARN. 
Ws 


« y 
— 
— lt. ** 
— a. Au n . —_ So. lt. — 
„ 3, Gals 6 Keds Yb * ie N * e eee 


| ( $23 ) 
NAIRN. — m0 
Number of voters, real fix, nominal four- 
teen. 
Patron, Lord i 
CAITHNESS. 
Number of voters, real ten, nominal ae, 
run Sir John Sinclair. 1 | 
| CROMARTY. 
Number of f vos . — + as fix. 
Patrony Mr. bade, of Tulloch. 
a KINROSS. | 
Number * yoters, real nine, nominal | ö 
Lee, W IG) 9 | | 


Patron, Mr. Graham, of iron =o | 
| : ROYAL 


6524) 


ROYAL BURGHS. 


- 
* 4 
* : 4 : 2% £ x , 
* 
. 


EDINBURGH errr. 


* 

Corporation, confili of a provoſt, four 
bailies, dean of guild, treaſurer, old provoſt, 
four- old bailies, old dean of guild, old trea- 
ſurer, three merchant counſellors, two trades 
counſellors, ſix ordinary council deacons, and 
eight TT: council deacons. 3" 


Right of cleQtion, in the abba corporation. 


- 


( 


Number of voters, andere 
* ii 
Patron, nn Hon. . Henry Dundas. 
Royal m_ fo Patrons. | 
Tain = Mr. Roſs; of Ankerville. 
Dingwall = = Counteſs of Sutherland: 


Dornoch =: | Wont of Sutherland. 


'( 525 ) 
Rl "_ Patrons. 

Wicxk  »; Sir John Sinclair. 
Kirkwall '- LAS Dundas. 


» 


| % 
Number'of voters, five. 


Patron of 25 whole, the Treaſury. 


Elgin 450 ee of Fife. 
Banft Earl of Finlater. 
Cullen yl 11 Bai of Finlater. 
Kintore = | Eatl of Kintore. 
Inverurie * =o 7 91 of Kintore. 


** 


Nu ik of voters for 


nf 


Fatih of the whole ah rang. 


k 1 * 1 
4 1 ; "33 
- 


Aberdeiy! ine 11 Mr. Allardyce, of __W 
"I'M * $f cs t.. 
Montroſe e Scott, of Duninald. 
Brechin 2 0 . David Carnegie. 
. Aber- 


* 
e 


= 1 : . 4 , = 
oe St ns r F ͤ—— Irs pn tt or ty © Anger or vat reed anch oggs A Age 4 ter et oo ants 


*. 
— 4 Poe: 4 : be af ; 
WS 2 * 3 — — —— r —— — — — * 


-. 5 
. Royal Burghs. Patrons. 


— — 


| Aberbrothock - Sir David Catnegie. | 
| Inverbervie - - Mr. Batclay, of Urie. 
| : , * 5 
| Number of voters, five, 
1 Patron of the whole, the Treaſury. 
| bm Bd of Breadalbane, 
| Dundee: 86. Dempſter. 
St. Andrews Captain Duncan. 
Forfar - - Hon. Mr. Maule, 
. Captain Rigs. 
Number of voters, Hoes f * 
1 Patron of the whole, the ra. 


2 * 


Anſtruther, Faſt. dE John RAVE 
Anſtruther, Weſt Sir John Anſtruther. 
Kilrenny - Sir John Anſtruther. 1 
Pitten wem - Sir Jobn Anſtrather- 
C rail 8 W Cambo, 


Number 


, ̃ ⅛ v ̃̃ͤn! . 1 7” he 4 rep ee er nd 


( 327 ) 
Royal Burght: Patrons. 
Number of voters, five, 


Patron of the whole, Sir John Anſtruther. 


Dyſart - Sir J. Sinclair Erſkine. | 
Kirkaldß Mr. Fergus. 
Bruntiſland 100 — Mr, Ferguſon, of Ratih. 
Kinghorn bel Mr. Hamilton, of the Ex- 
ee 


Number of voters, four.” 


Pt of the gane the Treaſury. 


Stirling {OUT Mr. MMKillop.. an 
Inverkeithing Sit John Henderſon. 
Dunfermline James Francis Erſkine, 
| 291 | . 
Queensferry = "Earl of Hopetoun. ' - 
Culroſs - — Mr. Preſton, of Valley- 


* field. 
N ani 1 xa bang BY 3 
7 Patron 


- 1 .. 0 2 5 4 Py 8 W. # » 4 3 +4 8 4.4.44 - A 
= FEI n renne * Ig 93 n * Nr s.7 5 


„ « 5 
fl K — 


Royal Burghs. Patrons. 
Patron of the whole, the Treaſury. 


Glaſgow - Mr. MDowal, of Garth- 
| 12 A 
Dumbarton Duke of Argyle. 

| Renfrew - Mr. Spiers, of Elderſlie. 
7 Rutherglen - = Major Spens. 


| „1 3, l 
6 | 3 $5173 


| Number of voters, four. 


"7 , — 


Patron of the whole, the Treaſury. 14 
RE 

| Jedburgh - Duke of Roxburgh. 
Haddington - Marquis of Tweedale. 
Dunbar Eatl of Lauderdale. 
| | Lander -  - Barl'of Lauderdale: | 
$ 'North-Berwick, -/- Sir Hew Dalrymple: 


Number of voters, five. . 
Patron of the whole, the Treaſury. * 
Peebles = Duke of Queenſberry, 


'Lanerk - = | Duke of Hamilton. 
*  Linlith- 


, — 4 K bi Ges cot ↄw]•.'A bro erotic ben boo net tones 48 os 4 
1 


8 1 

Reyal Burghe, Patrons. | 
Linlithgow - Duke of Hamilton. 
Selkir& - Duke of Buccleugh. 


— 


Number of voters, four, 


Patron of the whole, the Treaſury: 
Dumfries Duke of Queenſberry, - F: 
Sanquchar Duke of Queenſberry. 
Kirkcudbright - Earl of Selkirk. , | 
Lochmaben Duke of Queenſberry, 05 
Annan int Earl of Hopetoun. 


* 


* 


Number of voters, five. 


Patron of the whole, the Duke of Queenſ- | 


berry. e 
Wigton - Earl of Galloway. 
Whithorn - Earl of Galloway. 
New Galloway - Mr. Gordon, of Kenmure. i 
Stranrae X Earl of Stair. . 
1 „ | # | 
* K - | 
; 


Burghs. 


Number of voters, four. 


Ayr 


Irvine 


Rothſay 


Inverarie 
Cambeltown 


65309 


Patrons, in 


Number of voters, jive. 


Fortroſe 


Inverneſs 


N — 2 om 


Nairn 
Forres 


\ 


Number of voters, four: 


Pa of on . the be. 


1 — 


— 


— 


Patron of the whole, the Treaſury. 


Patron of the whole; the Treaſury. 


Sir Adam Ferguſon. 
Earl of Eglinton. 
Marquis of Bute. 
Duke of Argyle. 
Duke of Argyle. 


Mr.M*Kenzie, of Seaforth. 


Sir Hector Monro, 
Sir Hector Monro. 
Mr. Brodie, of Brodie, 
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8 approached to the concluſion of 4 
work which the reader will perceive has been 


compiled from a combination of authorities 


whoſe authenticity are uimpeachiable, and 
haying eſtabliſhed the ancient conſtitutional 


right of the people to ſeſſional parliaments, 


bythe evidence of the returns which are re- 
conded, and of the univerſal right of houſe- 
keepers to vote in elections by the king's 
writs of ſummons, and from the ſtatutes at 


large, it follows: of £ourſe that the Preſent 


ſyſtem of election and repreſentation i is effen- 
tially different in all its parts from that which 
was — che right of the People. 


12 9 : 1 = 


The mode of F choking © county members by 


| freehiolders was an innovation introduced by 


a of parliament 1 in the eighth year of Henry 
the Sixth, and the practice of electing mem- 


bers for cities and boroughs by excluſive bo- 


dies or corporations is an innovation of 2 


more recent date. The wy partiamentary 


1 1 re charter 


charter appearing 1 to dan been granted. i in the 
reign of Edward che F ourth ; and even. the 
limitation of the right of voting under theſe 
charters appears to have originated in bye 
/acves, enacted by theſe corporations, by which | 
they at firſt inveſted. themſclves with the gx- | 
cluſive right of slecting members, or confined 
the exerciſe of it to perſous born or appren- 
ticed within a horough, or to ſuch perſons as 
they might think proper to admit to ſuch 
freedom by purchaſe or fayour. . Theſe bye 
laws afterwards obtained the ſandt ion of re- 
ſolutions of committees. of the houſe of Com- 
mons on the trial of controverted elections; * 
and theſe reſolutions were afterwards con- 
firmed _ acts 1 the nen ä 


0 . *.k # * F 
4 of "i K. } hk 
Wa 
t * 


15 1 
2 . | Ah ** 


Thus © right of 3 e of 
parliament has been limited, from the whole 
community of houſe · keepers in a cougty, 10 
a corporation of twelve or thirteen indivi- 
duals, A518, Oh the caſe, at Buckingham, 
N n Malmeſ- 


ay > * * „ 3 * 
d 2 l 1 4. q wa *%. £44 — 0. dro frets 10 4-on% wb 
— * w_panu en + Ob ng _ ** o by a. ad - e 
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4 1 r : „ Fr 3 
Malmeſbury, and many other places; or to 
| 0 ſome inſignificant | ſpot of ground without an 


3 
| | © inhabitant, ſuch as e Old e &ec. 


k Al e l 15 ce 1 6157 
16 correct a pk ſuch ben 
; | magnitude, and to reſtore tlie people to their 
g ancient rights, is an act of Juſtice to which 


| they have an indiſputable Uaim. In that 
vie w of the ſubject, I take the liberty to re- 
| coinmithd 'the following ſimple but efficacious 
plan of Mr. Granville Sharp, for reſtoring 
the ancient conſtitution of the'country to . 
Peine purity, freedom, and vigour-/: ene 
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Tue mumber of beute in Went Brieg 
are, according to the houſe- tax, twelve hun- 
dred thouſand. Let theſe be divided into pri- 

5 | mary aſſemblies,” of ten each, to be deno- 
minated by their ancient term of 'tythings ; 

each of them el ecking annually their conſer- 

vator of the peace, or tything· man. Let ten 

1 | of theſe tythings eg the Hundred court, 
| 25 N 7 „ E 11 agree- 


4 Fi 
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2e 


( 5497 ) 
agreeable to ancient uſage, and ele annually 
their conſtable of the hundred. Ten of theſe 


the thouſand, and elect annually their Elder- 
man or magiſtrate ; and two thouſand ſhould 


| ſentative for the parliament. This mode 
would eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of repreſentation 
perfectly fair and equal, and would be ef- 
fected without the leaſt departure from the 
plan agreed upon by the ſoeiety of the 
Friends of the People. It is only an organiza- 
tion of that plan upon the ancient practical 
principles of the conſtitution, and might be e- 
fected N following 8 er progreſſion— 


| A 
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Po | 
209,008 8 


12, 00 conſtables. | 

1,200 magiſtrates. 
600 repreſentatives. 
1 ; 
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hundreds, aguin, ſhould” form the court f 


form the elective diſtrict to chooſe a repre- 
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FN "CWC F. 
| | Should the plan for - univerſal ſuffrage be 
„ adopted, the ſame ſyſtem will be equally 
| pradticable, though on a more extenſive baſis. 
PRLUT ue BY Dna bee; 
. - L'Thi dbjeftionecmade by; the: opponents of 
IF 5 reform, and thoſe who are intereſted in the 
1 abuſes exiſting under the preſent form of re- 
preſentation, on the ground of imptacticabi- 
Pere, lity, are fully refuted by tlie actual exiſtence 
„ of this-excellentſyſtetn, ill it was overturned 
= by Norman violence. It is only our object to 
recur to the original principles of the condi- 
tution, to purify it from its abuſes and cor- 
| er N reſtore it It to its vntüre beauty 
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